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A check in the amount of $165.00, in payment of the 
filing fee (small entity) for this Appeal Brief required under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.17(c), was previously submitted by applicant/ 
appellant. The Director is authorized to charge any 
additional fees that may be due in connection with the filing 
of this Appeal Brief, or to credit any overpayment, to Deposit 
Account No. 06-1075. A separate Authorization to Charge 
Deposit Account is enclosed for that purpose (in duplicate) . 

In view of the arguments and authorities set 
forth below, this Board should find the rejections of 
claims 1-9, 13-17, 19-20, 24 and 26 of this application, which 
have now been finally rejected, to be in error and should 
reverse them. Claims 1-9, 13-17, 19-20, 24 and 26 are 
patentable. 

This Brief has the following appendices: 

Appendix: Copy of claims 1-9, 13-17, 19-20, 24 

and 26 involved in this Appeal; 

Appendix B: Copy of the final Office Action dated 
June 5, 2003; 

Appendix C: Copies of U.S. Patent Nos. 242,805, 
417,082, 746,264, 1,147,041, 4,432,151, 4,505,059, 4,927,041, 
6,062,3 80, and 6,253,918; and 

Appendix D: Dictionary definitions of "translucent" 
and "fixed" from Merriam Webster's Colleg iate Dictionary 
(10 th ed. 1997), and dictionary definition of "translucent" 
from American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language 
(3 rd ed. 1996) . 
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(1) Real party in interest 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.192(c)(1), applicant/ 
appellant respectfully advises the Board that the real 
party- in- interest in the above -identified patent application 
is the party named in the caption of this brief. 

(2) delated appeals and interferences 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.192(c)(2), applicant/ 
appellant respectfully advises the Board that there are no 
other appeals or interferences known to it or its legal 
representative which will directly affect or be directly 
affected by or have a bearing on the Board's decision in the 
pending appeal. 

(3) Status of claims 

Claims 1-9, 13-17, 19-20, 24 and 26 are pending 
in this application and are on appeal. Claims 10-12, 18, 21- 
23 and 25 were cancelled during prosecution of this 
application, and thus are not the subject of this Appeal. 

(4) Status of amendments 

Applicant/appellant has not submitted any amendment 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 or in reply to the Examiner's 
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June 5, 2003 final Office Action, from which this Appeal is 
being sought . 

(5) Summary of invention 

Applicant/appellant's invention, as defined by the 
pending claims on appeal, is directed towards a food storage 
unit that includes a container having a fixably sealed lid. 
According to the principles of the present invention, a 
channel region including a label container area is formed 
between an inner wall and an outer wall of the container, 
where the inner wall and outer walls have a fixed geometric 
relationship. According to one embodiment of the present 
invention, the label container area is separated from the 
remainder of the channel region by a channel barrier, or label 
support member, that is physically attached to both the inner 
wall and the outer wall of the container. Identifying labels, 
moreover, may be placed in the label container area without 
disassembling the container or varying the geometric 
relationship between the inner and outer walls. These labels 
may subsequently be viewed by a user through a translucent 
portion of the outer wall without the user having to unseal 
and open the container (i.e., take off the fixably sealed lid) 
or remove the container from a cooling unit, such as a 
refrigerator or freezer, that houses the food storage unit. 



(6) Issues 

The following issues are to be reviewed on this 

appeal: 

A. Whether or not applicant/appellant's invention 
as defined by claims 1-9, 13-17, 19-20, 24 and 26 is described 
in the specification in the manner required by 3 5 U.S.C. 

§ 112, first paragraph. 

B. Whether or not applicant /appellant ' s invention 
as defined by claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 19-20 and 24 is 
anticipated by Oxley U.S. Patent 1,147,041 ("Oxley"), so as to 
be unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 

C. Whether or not applicant/appellant's invention 
as defined by claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 20, 24 and 26 is 
anticipated by either Morris U.S. Patent No. 4,505,059 
("Morris 1") or Morris U.S. Patent No. 4,432,151 ("Morris 2"), 
so as to be unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b). 

D. Whether or not applicant/appellant's invention 
as defined by claims 1, 3, 5, 9, 15, 19, 24 and 26 is 
anticipated by Pichereau U.S. Patent No. 417,082 

( "Pichereau" ) , so as to be unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(b). 

E. Whether or not applicant/appellant's invention 
as defined by claims 1-6, 9, 13-17, 19-20, 24 and 26 is 
obvious from Barhite U.S. Patent No. 746,264 ("Barhite") in 



view of Dorney U.S. Patent No. 6,062,380 ("Dorney") and 
Greiner U.S. Patent No. 6,253,918 ("Greiner"), so as to be 
unpatentable under 35 U.S. C. § 103(a). 

F. Whether or not applicant/appellant's invention 
as defined by claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 20, 24 and 26 is obvious 
from Wooster U.S. Patent No. 242,805 ("Wooster") in view of 
Dorney and Greiner, so as to be unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. 

§ 103 (a) . 

G. Whether or not applicant/appellant 1 s invention 
as defined by claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 19-20 and 24 is obvious 
from Oxley in view of Wooster, so as to be unpatentable under 
35 U.S.C. § 103(a) . 

H. Whether or not applicant/appellant's invention 
as defined by claims 7-8 and 14 is obvious from Wooster in 
view of Dorney and Greiner in further view of Hepburn U.S. 
Patent No. 4,927,041 ("Hepburn"), so as to be unpatentable 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) . 

I. Whether or not applicant/appellant's invention 
as defined by claims 7-8 and 14 is obvious from Morris 1 or 
Morris 2 in view of Hepburn, so as to be unpatentable under 

35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) . 

J. Whether or not applicant/appellant's invention 
as defined by claim 14 is obvious from Oxley or Oxley in view 
of Wooster, so as to be unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 



K. Whether or not applicant/appellant's invention 
as defined by claims 16-17 is obvious from Morris 1 or 
Morris 2 in view of Barhite, so as to be unpatentable under 
35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) . 

(7) Grouping of claims 

As to each ground of rejection identified above as 
an issue on appeal, the claims subject to that rejection stand 
or fall together with respect to that rejection. 

(8) Argument 

The Examiner has rejected applicant/appellant's 
claims on numerous grounds, relying on 35 U.S.C. §§ 112, 102 
and 103. In particular, the June 5, 2003 final Office Action 
("final Action") contains one rejection based on 3 5 U.S.C. 
§ 112, three separate rejections based on 35 U.S.C. § 102, and 
seven separate rejections based on 35 U.S.C. § 103. 
Applicant/appellant respectfully submits that all of these 
rejections are in error, and each of them should be reversed. 

Moreover, before responding to each of the 
Examiner ! s numerous grounds of rejections, applicant/appellant 
wishes to apologize for the length of this Appeal Brief. 
Moreover, despite the fact that several of the rejections set 
forth in the final Action lack a proper basis in law, 
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applicant/ appellant must nevertheless respond to each of the 
Examiner's rejections, and has attempted to do so in as 
concise a manner as possible. 

A. The Rejection under 35 

U.S.C. § 112, First Paragraph 

In the final Action, the Examiner rejected 
claims 1-9, 13-17, 19, 20, 24 and 26 under 35 U.S.C. § 112; 
first paragraph, as containing subject matter not described in 
the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in 
the art to make and/or use the invention. In particular, the 
Examiner contends that applicant/appellant's "usage of 
translucent to represent a material that when viewed through 
objects appear clearly visible is repugnant to the well known 
meaning of the term ' translucent 1 " (Office Action, pages 6-7). 

It is well settled that applicant/appellant "may be 
his or her own lexicographer as long as the meaning assigned 
to the term is not repugnant to the term's well known usage" 
and the meaning of the term is "sufficiently clear in the 
specification" (see Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, 8 th 
edition ("MPEP"), page 2100-48). Both of these conditions are 
met in the present application. 

First, the specification as originally filed 
clearly establishes the meaning of the term "translucent." 
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For example, page 8, lines 13-18 of the specification clearly 
explain that fabricating a portion of the outer wall out of a 
translucent material would allow users to easily read a label 
through the outer wall. Accordingly, the meaning of the term 
"translucent" is sufficiently clear in the specification. 

Second, with regards to the Examiner's assertion 
that the use of "translucent" is repugnant to the well known 
meaning of the term, applicant/appellant respectfully submits 
that the Examiner's position is simply not tenable. In 
support of his assertion, the Examiner cited the American 
Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition 
("The Dictionary"), which defines "translucent" as 
"transmitting light but causing sufficient diffusion to 
prevent perception of distinct images." However, applicant/ 
appellant respectfully points out that The Dictionary also 
defines "translucent" as "clear, lucid" (see Appendix D) . A 
similar definition is also provided in Merriam Webster's 
Collegiate Dictionary, 10 th Edition, which defines 
"translucent" as "permitting the passage of light" as well as 
"clear, transparent" (see Appendix D) . These definitions, one 
of which is directly from the source cited by the Examiner, 
clearly render the Examiner's rejection based on the usage of 
the term "translucent" baseless. 
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In fact, the correctness of applicant/appellant's 
use of the term "translucent" is further demonstrated by the 
Examiner's use of that term in the final Action. For example, 
on page 3 of the final Action, the Examiner stated that an 
outer wall may be "either translucent or transparent in order 
to see an item placed within the space between the inner and 
outer walls of a container" (emphasis added) . This is a plain 
admission by the Examiner that an object (e.g., a label) can 
be seen through a "translucent" outer wall. As such, 
applicant/appellant's use of "translucent" cannot be repugnant 
to the term's well known meaning. 

For at least the above reasons, applicant/appellant 
respectfully submits that the use of the term "translucent" is 
proper. The Examiner's rejection of the claims under 
§ 35 U.S.C. § 112, first paragraph, is therefore in error, and 
should be reversed. 

B. The Rejection of the Claims Under 
35 U.S.C. S 102. in view of Oxlev 

In the final Action, the Examiner 

finally rejected claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 19, 20 and 24 

under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by Oxley. The 

Examiner's rejection is in error and should be reversed. 
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For a rejection under 35 U.S. C. § 102 to be proper 
as a matter of law, the reference must teach or disclose 
every limitation of the claimed invention. In re Marshall, 
198 USPQ 344, 346 (C.C.P.A. 1978); Lindemann Machinenf abrik 
GMBH v. American Hoist and Derrick Co. , 221 USPQ 481, 485 
(Fed. Cir. 1984) . According to the guidelines set forth by 
the MPEP, the reference must "teach or suggest all of the 
claim limitations" to support a rejection of anticipation 
under § 102 (see MPEP, page 2100-121) . 

The claimed invention includes the limitation of 
"at least one label support member that is located within 
[the] channel and is physically attached to [the] inner and 
outer walls" as well as the limitation that the inner and 
outer walls have "a fixed geometric relationship" (see 
claim 1). With all due respect, there simply is no basis for 
this rejection. In fact, the Examiner admits that "Oxley 
discloses the invention except for the l abel support member 
being physically attached by a direct connection* to the inner 
and outer walls of the container and the fixed geometric 
relationship "* (final Action, page 4, lines 12-14, emphasis 



* Oxley 1 s disclosure supports the Examiner's admission. For 
example, the lack of a fixed relationship between the "inner and outer 
walls" is evident from the fact that partition F, a portion of which 
makes up the inner wall, is placed in the display box, a portion of 
which makes up the outer wall, only after articles C have been inserted 
into the pocket shelf structure. Thus, there cannot be a fixed 
relationship between the inner and outer walls. 
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added). Clearly, the Examiner's admission that Oxley lacks 
both the claimed label support member and the claimed fixed 
geometric relationship must result in the finding that the 
Examiner's rejection of the claimed invention as being 
anticipated by Oxley is improper and should be reversed. 

Applicant/appellant also disagrees with the 
Examiner's contention that Oxley anticipates the claimed 
invention because window E and partition F have a fixed 
geometric relationship once they have been assembled ("the 
inner and outer walls don't move with respect to each other 
unless the user intentionally wants to disassemble the unit," 
final Action, page 2, lines 24-25).* 

First, Oxley cannot function as intended if 
window E and partition F have a "fixed" relationship because 
once E and F are fixed, their geometric relationship cannot be 
changed. Thus, the goods in the display can never be removed, 
nor can they be replaced. 

Second, even assuming the Examiner's strained (and 
incorrect) construction** such that window E and partition F 
did have a "fixed" geometric relationship, the channel portion 



* When two objects have a "fixed" geometric relationship, they are 
"securely placed or fastened ... [and are] not subject to change." 
(Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 10th Edition, definition of 
"fixed"). Thus, the Examiner's allegation is clearly erroneous. 

** The Examiner's construction of "fixed" geometric relationship is 
so tenuous. 
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between window E and partition F would then not be "accessible 
by a user for the insertion of a label therein" (see claim 1) . 
The Examiner cannot have it both ways. If there is a "fixed" 
geometric relationship between window E and partition F, there 
is not a channel that is accessible to the user. If a channel 
exists that is accessible to the user, the window E and 
partition F are not "fixed." The Examiner admits this on 
page 4 of the final Action which notes that providing a fixed 
geometric relationship would necessitate the removal of "the 
uppermost shelf (A) or the two upper shelves (A) in order to 
provide access " (emphasis added) . 

Moreover, Oxley does not teach or suggest 
applicant/appellant's claimed "lid that may be fixably 
attached to [the] container top to seal [the] container 
closed" (see claim 1) . Oxley teaches an improved box for 
displaying bakery products that are then sold throughout each 
day. For that reason, Oxley is not concerned with the 
preservation of perishable items. To the contrary, the goal 
of Oxley 's invention is to maintain the goods in a "pleasing 
appearance" so they are all sold. There is not the slightest 
suggestion anywhere in Oxley of applicant/appellant's claimed 
lid. 

For at least the foregoing reasons, the rejection 
of claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 19, 20 and 24 under this section is 
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clearly erroneous. Accordingly, applicant /appellant 
respectfully requests that the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(b) be reversed. 

C. The Rejection of the Claims Under 35 

U.S.C. § 102, in view of Morris 1 and Morris 2 

Claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 20, 24 and 26 were finally 
rejected by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
anticipated by both Morris 1 and Morris 2 ("the Morris 
patents"). These rejections are respectfully traversed. 

Contrary to the Examiner's assertion on page 7, 
line 15, of the final Action, neither of the Morris patents 
"disclose [s] food storing." Instead, both of the Morris 
patents are directed towards "advertising display apparatus." 
in fact, while the apparatus described in each of the Morris 
patents are intended to provide advertisements in commercial 
settings (e.g., in a restaurant), the only use of the word 
"food" in these patents occurs while describing how the 
advertisements can be viewed by customers "while they wait for 
and eat their food" (see Morris 1 at column 1, lines 18-19 and 
Morris 2 at column 1, lines 14-15) . The storage of food in 
the apparatus of the Morris patents is simply never 
contemplated. Thus, it should not be surprising that multiple 
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elements of applicant/ appellant's claimed invention are not 
present in the Morris patents. 

For example, for the same reasons discussed above 
with respect to Oxley, neither of the Morris patents provide a 
channel region that is formed between inner and outer walls 
having a "fixed geometric relationship" while at the same time 
providing a channel region that includes a "label container 
area that is accessible by a user for the insertion of a label 
therein" (see claims 1 and 26) . In particular, display 
section 46 of Morris 1 and support section 41 of Morris 2 are 
only accessible for the insertion of advertisements (e.g., 
business cards) after the respective inner walls that serve to 
press the advertisements against the outer wall have been 
removed (which is why applicant/appellant submits that the 
Morris patents, like Oxley, do not teach a "fixed" 
relationship) . 

Moreover, the Morris patents, like Oxley, fail to 
teach or suggest applicant/appellant's claimed limitation of 
«a lid that may be fixably attached to [the] container top to 
seal [the] container CLOSED" (see claims 1 and 26) . 

For at least the foregoing reasons, applicant/ 
appellant respectfully submits that the rejection of 
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claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 20, 24 and 26 in this section is 
clearly erroneous. Accordingly, this rejection of these 
claims should be reversed. 

D. The Rejection of the Claims Under 3 5 
U. S.C. S 102, in view of Pichereau 

Claims 1, 3, 5, 9, 15, 19, 24 and 26 were finally 
rejected by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b), as being 
anticipated by Pichereau. Applicant/appellant respectfully 
submits that the Examiner's contention that Pichereau teaches 
or suggests every limitation of the claimed invention is 
clearly erroneous . 

First, Pichereau fails to teach or suggest 
applicant/appellant's claimed "lid that may be fixably 
attached to [the] container top to seal [the] container 
CLOSED" (see claims 1 and 26). Rather, Pichereau' s sponge-cup 
cover (shown in FIG. 2) includes a dipping- hole slot f such 
that a pen may be dipped in ink that is located within one of 
the inclined-bottom ink-troughs d (see Pichereau, column 3, 
lines 21-26) . The dipping-hole slot f of the sponge-cup cover 
clearly renders the sponge -cup cover incapable of sealing the 
inkstand CLOSED, and thus, Pichereau' s inkstand is 
structurally different from the claimed invention. 
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Moreover, the Examiner's assertion, that "[e]ven if 
one compartment is open due to the presence of slot (f ) , the 
closing of three other compartments definitely meets the 
sealed closed requirement claimed" (final Action, page 8, 
lines 5-6), is without merit. It is well settled that the 
Examiner, when interpreting the words of a claim, must " [take] 
into account whatever enlightenment by way of definitions or 
otherwise that may be afforded by the written description 
contained in applicant/appellant's specification" (MPEP, 
page 2100-47) . The Examiner has failed to do this. 
Applicant/appellant's invention is directed towards a food 
storage apparatus. Applicant/appellant's FIG. 1 shows a 
lid 50 capable of sealing an entire container 20 closed, and 
not just a portion thereof. Additionally, the specification 
as originally filed clearly explains that " [1] id 50, when 
used, covers container 2 0 in an airtight seal to keep food 
fresh and avoid freezer burn" (specification, page 11, lines 
18-19). Pichereau simply does not disclose such a lid. 

Furthermore, just because three of the ink troughs 
are closed, Pichereau does not suggest in any way they are 
sealed. In fact, Pichereau describes the top and bottom of 
the ink stand as being formed of glass to ease moving the 
opening from trough to trough. 
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Second, the Examiner's assertion that a person 
skilled in the art of food preservation would read Pichereau 
and realize "here, I have found a new food storage device" is 
nonsense. The Examiner states that ■ [a] 1 though lower part (j) 
fits like an axle in cup (a) , there is nothing in the 
disclosure preventing the cup from holding a food item and 
still perform [sic] the act of receiving the lower part (j) 
and enabling rotation of the cover with the food item 
contained in the cup" (final Action, page 7, line 22 to 
page 8, line 2) . Thus, the Examiner's argument is based on 
the concept of storing food in the central chamber of an 
inkstand. That central chamber, moreover, is intended to 
receive the lower part of the inkstand cover which "fits like 
an axle" (Pichereau, page 2, line 43) . This concept would be 
eviscerated by placing food therein because any food placed in 
cup a would necessarily result in a separation between the 
sponge -cup cover rim and the tops of the ink troughs d (given 
that lower part j of Pichereau 's sponge-cup cover will be 
prevented from being fully inserted into cup a) . As such, 
Pichereau' s sponge-cup cover would not be capable of properly 
resting on top of the inkstand, much less sealing any part of 
the inkstand closed. This is clearly contrary to the claimed 
invention (see claims 1 and 26) . 
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For at least these reasons, applicant/appellant 
respectfully submits that the Examiner's rejection of 
claims 1, 3, 5, 9, 15, 19 , 24 and 26 in this section is 
clearly erroneous. Accordingly, applicant/appellant requests 
that the rejection under this section be reversed. 

Introduction to Applicant/Appellant's Response 
to the Seven Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 1-9, 13-17, 19-20, 24 and 26 were rejected 

by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), as being obvious 

over some combination of Barhite, Dorney, Greiner, Hepburn, 

Morris 1, Morris 2, Oxley, and Wooster. Applicant /appellant 

respectfully submits that, for at least the following reasons, 

each of the rejections under this section are clearly 

erroneous . 

In particular, applicant /appellant respectfully 
submits that each of the combinations of prior art suggested 
by the Examiner fails to teach or suggest every element of the 
claimed invention. As Such, the rejections under this section 
are clearly erroneous. MPEP, page . 2100-121 ("all the claim 
limitations" must be taught or suggested by the prior art 
reference or references when combined) . 

Additionally, each of the Examiner's rejections 
based on obviousness also fails for the reason that the cited 
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prior art lacks the requisite suggestion or motivation to make 
the combinations set forth by the Examiner. MPEP, page 700-31 
("there must be some suggestion or motivation ... to modify 
the reference or to combine reference teachings) . The only 
motivation to make the combinations suggested by the Examiner 
is applicant/appellant's specification. However, n [i]t is 
impermissible to use the claimed invention as an instruction 
manual or 'template 1 to piece together the teachings of the 
prior art so that the claimed invention is rendered obvious." 
in re Fritch , 972 F.2d 1260, 1266, 23 USPQ2d, 1780, 1784 (Fed. 
Cir. 1992); In re Dembiczak , 175 F.3d 994, 999, 50 USPQ2d 
1614, 1617 (Fed. Cir. 1999) ( " [c] ombining prior art references 
without evidence of such a suggestion, teaching, or motivation 
simply takes the inventor's disclosure as a blueprint for 
piecing together the prior art to defeat patentability the 
essence of hindsight"); In re Gorman , 933 F.2d 982, 987, 18 
USQP2d 1885, 1888 (Fed. Cir. 1991); In re Fine , 837 F.2d 1071, 
1075, 5 USPQ2d 1596, 1600 (Fed. Cir. 1988)("[o]ne cannot use 
hindsight reconstruction to pick and choose among isolated 
disclosures in the prior art to deprecate the claimed 
invention. " ) . 

Moreover, it should be noted that most of the 
references used by the Examiner in these combinations are from 
88 to 122 years old , and that the Examiner has simply combined 
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them with references disclosing a translucent or transparent 
outer wall, and called the combination obvious. This is 
contrary to well established case law, as well as the MPEP. 
In fact, the age of the cited references (and the fact that 
translucent surfaces have existed since the first of these 
patents issued, yet no one made the combinations suggested by 
the Examiner prior to reading applicant/appellant's 
specification) represents objective evidence of non- 
obviousness that must be considered when determining the 
patentability of the present invention. MPEP, page 2100-114 
([o]bjective evidence or secondary considerations such as ... 
long felt need . . . are relevant to the issue of obviousness 
and must be considered in every case in which they are 
present" (emphasis added)).. 

E. The Rejection of Claims 1-6, 9, 13-17, 

19-20, 24 and 26 Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), 
in view of Barhite, Dorney and Greiner 

Claims 1-6, 9, 13-17, 19-20, 24 and 26 were finally 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barhite in view of Dorney and Greiner. Applicant/appellant 
respectfully traverses the rejection. 

In accordance with page 2100-121 of the MPEP, "the 
prior art reference (or references when combined) must teach 
or suggest all the claim limitations " (emphasis added) to 



establish a prima facie case of obviousness. The Examiner's 
proposed combinations of Barhite, Dorney and Greiner does not 
meet this standard because, even when combined, the cited 
references fail to teach or suggest all the claim limitations. 

Barhite discloses a cream separator that includes 
an inner shell or milk- receptacle 10 and a surrounding shell 
or water-receptacle 14, into which cold water is introduced 
for the purpose of cooling the contents of milk-receptacle 10 
(i.e., to produce cream). Barhite teaches that water- 
receptacle 14 is filled with cold water to cool the milk in 
the inner chamber so that cream is produced. This is directly 
contrary to applicant/appellant's claimed invention in which 
the channel is kept dry so that it can safely retain a label. 

Barhite also fails to teach or suggest applicant/ 
appellant's claimed "label support member" as found in 
claim 1. Barhite's stay(s) 28 are structural members used to 
support milk-receptacle 10 and water-receptacle 14 (so that 
the receptacles do not collapse if one is filled with liquid 
while the other is not) . Stay(s) 28, however, is not the same 
structure as the claimed label support member that "prevents a 
label inserted into [the] label container area from falling to 
the bottom of [the] channel" (see claim 1) . In particular, 
stay 28 cannot completely separate the regions above and below 
it, such that a label inserted into water-receptacle 14 would 



not be able to fall to the bottom, because such a separation 
would preclude water-receptacle 14 from being filled with cold 
water. Accordingly, Barhite does not teach or suggest the 
claimed "label support member," nor does it teach or suggest 
the claimed "label container area that is in close proximity 
to said container top" (see claim 26) . Moreover, neither 
Dorney nor Greiner teaches either of these limitations. 

It should also be noted that Barhite cannot be 
combined as the Examiner has suggested because water- 
receptacle 14 is too wide to maintain the label in an 
orientation for viewing through a translucent outer wall. 
Moreover, if the walls were placed close enough together to 
support the orientation of the label, there would not be 
enough volume in the cooling chamber to function properly. 

In addition, even if Barhite did show each of the 
claimed limitations except for a translucent outer wall, and 
it does not, applicant/appellant respectfully submits that the 
Examiner's rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103 are also clearly 
erroneous because they lack the requisite motivation to 
combine . 

The Examiner argues that "[t]here is no requirement 
that the primary reference must teach or suggest the 
modification for proper motivation to be present in a 103 
obviousness rejection" (final Action, page 8, lines 21-22) . 



While this is true, the Examiner must nevertheless show that 
something in the prior art, rather than applicant/appellant's 
specification, suggests the desirability of the combination. 
ACS Hqsp. Svs. Inc. v. Montefiore Hosp. , 732 F.2d 1572, 1577, 
221 USPQ 929, 933 (Fed. Cir. 1994) ("the test for obviousness 
requires that the references, not the Examiner, provide 
teaching or suggestion supporting the combination of 
references offered" (emphasis added)). MPEP, page 2100-124 
("[t]he mere fact that references can be combined or modified 
does not render the resultant combination obvious unless the 
prior art also suggests the desirability of the combination") . 
Accordingly, in accordance with both the case law and the 
MPEP, a combination of references cannot be considered obvious 
simply because the references are able to be combined. 
Moreover, the fact is that Barhite teaches away from the 
combination suggested by the Examiner. 

The Examiner's combination relies on another 
reference for a translucent outer wall. Barhite, however, 
discloses the use of a translucent gage 11 that is configured 
to show the level of contents of the inner receptacle. 
Barhite is very careful to minimize the surface area exposed 
to radiation, so that thermal losses are minimized (see 
Barhite, page 1, lines 47-55). This, Barhite's teaching is 
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that it is a bad thing for the outer wall to be translucent or 
transparent . 

Put another way, the simplest thing for Barhite to 
do was to have transparent inner and outer walls. Because the 
cooling substance was water, the level of the milk would have 
been apparent to the user, and the cream- separator could have 
been constructed in a simpler, less expensive manner. The 
problem, however, would be the exposure of the milk to 
radiation from light passing through the transparent walls 
which would negatively affect the ability to separate cream 
from the milk.* Thus, the Examiner's proposed combination is 
clearly erroneous because it is directly contrary to the 
teachings of the primary reference. 

For at least the above reasons, applicant/appellant 
respectfully submits that the rejection of the claims under 
this section is clearly erroneous, and should be reversed. 



* The Examiner's assertion that n [h]eat radiation from light is 
minimal and generally would have a negligible effect on warming the 
compartment 11 (final Action, page 9, lines 2-3) is not only contradicted 
by the teachings of Barhite, it is completely unsupported in violation 
of the MPEP. 0 [W] hen an Examiner relies on scientific theory, 
evidentiary support for the existence and meaning of that theory must be 
provided" (MPEP, page 2100-128) . 
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F. The Rejection of Claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 
20, 24 and 26 Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), 
in view of Wooster, Dornev and Greiner 

Claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 20, 24 and 26 were also 
finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), as being 
unpatentable over Wooster in view of Dorney and Greiner. 
Applicant/appellant respectfully traverses the rejection. 

The Examiner's position regarding Wooster is the 
same as it was with respect to Barhite. In particular, the 
Examiner contends that "Wooster discloses the invention except 
for the translucent/ transparent outer wall" (final Action, 
page 4, line 3) . Applicant/appellant respectfully submits 
that the Examiner's rejection is clearly erroneous because 
Wooster fails to teach or suggest other claimed limitations as 
well so that, even in combination with the outer wall of 
either Dorney or Greiner, the combination fails to teach or 
suggest all of the claimed elements. 

Wooster 's milk cooler includes an elongated milk- 
receptacle F placed inside an ice-receptacle G, into which ice 
and cold water is introduced to cool the milk to extract 
cream. Additionally, a cover I is on top of milk-receptacle F 
that includes perforations f to allow air (which has been 
purified by a porous material) to enter milk-receptacle F. 

Wooster, like Barhite, fails to teach or suggest 
applicant/appellant's claimed label support member or label 



container area. For example, placing a label within Wooster's 
ice- receptacle G (the Examiner's equivalent of applicant/ 
appellant's label container area) would result in the 
destruction of any such label because ice-receptacle G is a 
receptacle for ice and cold water. Moreover, the label either 
would not stand up and be impossible to read, or the walls in 
ice-receptacle G would have to be so close together, the 
chamber would not be able to store ice to cool the milk. 
Thus, just as set forth above with respect to Barhite, the 
proposed modification of Wooster (i.e., replacing ice- 
receptacle with a dry label container area) would eviscerate 
the essence of Wooster's invention. Moreover, the Examiner's 
combinations with Wooster all fail to teach or suggest 
applicant/appellant's claimed "lid that may be fixably 
attached to said container top to seal said container CLOSED" 
(see claims 1 and 26) . Wooster, in fact, teaches exactly the 
opposite because Wooster's hinged lid B includes 
perforations f that prohibit the milk cooler from being sealed 
closed (see Wooster, page 1, lines 59-71) . 

In addition, even if the combination of Wooster, 
Dorney and Greiner did show each element of the claimed 
invention, and it does not, the Examiner's proposed 
combination is clearly erroneous because the cited prior art 
fails to provide the requisite motivation to make the 



combination suggested by the Examiner (i.e., to modify 
Wooster's outer wall) . Absent such a suggestion, it is 
improper to classify this type of modification as obvious. In 
re Kotzab , 217 F.3d 1365, 1370, 55 USPQ2d 1313, 1316 (Fed. 
Cir. 2000) ("identification in the prior art of each 
individual part claimed is insufficient ... there must be some 
motivation, suggestion or teaching of the desirability of 
making the specific combination that was made by the 
applicant"). In particular, there is no suggestion anywhere 
in the cited prior art to replace the outer wall of Wooster, 
which is "preferably made of wood" (Wooster, column 1, 
lines 21-22), with a translucent or transparent material. 
Rather, as in the case of Barhite, such a modification would 
subject the central chamber of Wooster to undesirable 
radiation that could significantly reduce the effectiveness of 
wooster's apparatus (thus teaching away from Wooster). 

The Examiner's motivation to modify Wooster's 
wooden walls "to be translucent or transparent in order to see 
an item placed within the space between the inner and outer 
walls of a container" (final Action, page 4, lines 6-7) is 
nothing more than an impermissible Examiner-based motivation. 
No one skilled in the art would look at Wooster and come up 
with the idea for transparent walls. As such, this motivation 
should be rejected. 
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In light of the above, applicant/appellant 
respectfully submits that the Examiner's rejection of the 
claims in this section is clearly erroneous, and therefore 
respectfully requests that the rejection be reversed. 

G. The Rejection of Claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 
19-20 and 24 Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), 
in view of Oxley and Wooster 

Claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 19-20 and 24 were finally 
rejected by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), as being 
unpatentable over Oxley in view of Wooster. 

The Examiner admitted that Oxley lacks the claimed 
"label support member" and the claimed "fixed geometric 
relationship" (final Action, page 4, lines 12-14) . The 
Examiner stated that n [i]t would have been obvious to modify 
Oxley to have direct connections" similar to the "fillet weld 
shown in the cross section of Fig. 2" of Wooster, because of 
"a need to have parts that can't be disassembled easily" 
(final Action, page 4, lines 16-18) . This motivation, 
however, is simply a fiction created by the Examiner and not 
shown or suggested by any of the references . As explained 
above, "the test for obviousness requires that the references, 
not the Examiner, provide teaching or suggestion supporting 
the combination of references offered." ACS Hosp. Svs. Inc. 
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v. Montefiore Host). , 732 F.2d 1572, 1577, 221 USPQ 929, 933 
(Fed. Cir. 1994) . 

Moreover, the modification proposed by the 
Examiner, i.e., welding pieces together, completely 
eviscerates Oxley's invention because it requires removing one 
or more display shelves and destroying the ability of 
partition F to be adjusted depending on how many items are to 
be displayed. 

In addition, for all of the reasons discussed above 
with respect to Oxley and Wooster, the combination of these 
references sill does not teach all of the elements of 
applicant /appellant • s claimed invention. 

For at least the above reasons, applicant/appellant 
respectfully submits that the combination of prior art 
suggested by the Examiner is clearly erroneous and that the 
rejection under this section should therefore be reversed. 

H. The Rejection of Claims 7-8 and 14 
Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), in view of 
Wooster. Dorney and Greiner 

The rejection of claims 7, 8 and 14 over Wooster in 

view of Dorney, Greiner and Hepburn is clearly erroneous for 

the reasons set forth above. In particular, the combination 

of Wooster, Dorney, Greiner and Hepburn does not teach or 



30 



suggest applicant/appellant's claimed "label support member" 
or "label container area" (see claim 1) . 

Moreover, the Examiner's alleged motivation to 
increase the insulation value to prevent food spoilage 
makes no sense. Wooster describes a device that is used to 
cool milk so that cream may be separated from the milk. It is 
not a food storage unit. There is no issue with food 
spoilage. Milk is put in. Once the cream has risen to the 
top, the milk and cream are withdrawn. Thus, the motivation 
to combine comes, once again, from the Examiner. 

For at least the above reasons, this rejection of 
claims 7, 8 and 14 is clearly erroneous and should be 
reversed. 

I. The Rejection of Claims 7-8 and 14 
Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), in view of 
Morris 1 or Morris 2 and Hepburn 

Claims 7, 8 and 14 were also rejected as obvious 
over either of the Morris patents in view of Hepburn. 
Applicant /appellant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

As discussed above, neither of the Morris patents 
show or suggests the storage of food. The devices disclosed 
in those patents are intended to be used to display 
advertising. Accordingly, the Examiner's proposed motivation 
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"to prevent food spoilage" (final Action, page 5, line 22) is 
clearly erroneous. 

For at least the above reasons, this rejection of 
claims 7, 8 and 14 is clearly erroneous and should be 
reversed. 

J. The Rejection of Claim 14 Under 35 U.S.C. 

§ 103 (a) , in view of Oxlev or Oxley and Wooster 

Claim 14 was rejected as obvious in view of Oxley 
or Oxley in view of Wooster. Applicant/appellant respectfully 
traverses this rejection. 

As stated above, the Examiner admits that Oxley 
doesn't show applicant/appellant's claimed "label support 
member" or the "fixed geometric relationship." Therefore, the 
obviousness rejection based on Oxley alone is clearly 
erroneous . 

Wooster, as set forth above, also fails to disclose 
the same elements. Moreover, as also set forth above, there 
is no motivation or suggestion to combine Oxley and Wooster as 
proposed by the Examiner. 

For at least the above reasons, the rejection of 
claim 14 is clearly erroneous and should be reversed. 
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K. The Rejection of Claims 16-17 

Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), in view of 
Morris 1 or Morris 2 and Barhite 

Claims 16 and 17 were also rejected as being 
obvious over either of the Morris patents in view of Barhite. 
Applicant /appellant respectfully traverses this rejection. 

As set forth above, the Morris patents are not food 
storage devices. The Examiner's motivation for this 
combination -- to provide a tighter connection between the lid 
and container -- is baseless. It simply does not matter how 
tight the connection is because there is no issue with 
spoilage. In addition, both Morris patents describe how a 
"long threaded rod" is used to secure the assembly of the 
device (see Morris 1 at column 2, lines 46-47 and Morris 2 at 
column 3, line 35) . This is further evidence of the 
inapplicability of the Examiner's combination. 

For at least the above reasons, the rejection of 
claims 16 and 17 is clearly erroneous and should be reversed. 

CONCLUSION 

For the reasons set forth above, applicant/ 
appellant respectfully submits that this application is in 
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condition for allowance. The Examiner's rejections should be 



reversed. 



Respectfully submitted, 



George L . Kanabe 

Reg. No. 51,858 

Agent for Applicant/Appellant 

FISH & NEAVE 

Customer Number 1473 

1251 Avenue of the Americas 

New York, New York 10020-1104 

Tel. : (212) 596-9000 

Fax: (212) 596-9090 
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( 9 ) Appendix 

1. A food storage unit, comprising: 

a container comprising a container top, a 
container bottom, an inner wall and an outer wall having a 
fixed geometric relationship, said inner and outer walls ^ 
forming a channel there between, said channel including a 
label container area that is accessible by a user for the 
insertion of a label therein, at least a portion of said outer 
wall being translucent such that a label placed in said label 
container area may be read without being removed from said 
food storage unit; 

at least one label support member that is 
located within said channel and is physically attached to said 
inner and outer walls, said label support member that prevents 
a label inserted into said label container area from falling 
to the bottom of said channel; and 

a lid that may be fixably attached to said 
container top to seal said container CLOSED. 

2. The food storage unit of claim 1, wherein said 
label support member is positioned parallel to said lid 
between said inner wall and said outer wall. 

Express Mail Label 
NO.EV132185480US 
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3. The food storage unit of claim 1, wherein only 
one side of said channel is accessible by said user for said 
insertion of said label. 

4. The food storage unit of claim 1, wherein said 
label support member is positioned on one side of said 
container parallel to said lid between said inner wall and 
said outer wall, said label support member that provides a 
surface that a label would rest upon after being inserted into 
said label container area. 

5. The food storage unit of claim 1, wherein said 
channel includes a portion that is inaccessible by said user, 
said container further comprising: 

an insulating material located within said 
inaccessible portion of said channel. 

6. The food storage unit of claim 5, wherein said 
label support member is positioned parallel to said lid 
between said inner wall and said outer wall, at least a 
portion of said insulating material being positioned below 
said label support member. 



\ 

7. The food storage unit of claim 5, wherein said 
insulating material is polystyrene foam. 

8. The food storage unit of claim 5, wherein said 
insulating material is plastic. 

9. The food storage unit of claim 1, wherein said 
container further comprises: 

support structure located between said inner 
wall and said outer wall that provides additional rigidity to 
said container. 

13. The food storage unit of claim 9, wherein said 
label support member is positioned parallel to said lid 
between said inner wall and said outer wall, said label 
support member which renders a portion of space between said 
inner and outer wall inaccessible to said user, said container 
further comprising: 

an insulating material located within said 
inaccessible portion of space. 

14. The food storage unit of claim 1, wherein said 
outer wall is smaller in dimension at said container bottom 
than at said container top. 



15. The food storage unit of claim 1, wherein 
said outer wall of said label container area comprises a 
translucent material. 

16. The food storage unit of claim 1, wherein said 
lid further comprises a ridge that is insertable in between 
said inner wall and said outer wall. 

17. The food storage unit of claim 16, wherein 
said ridge and said channel form a substantially airtight seal 
when mated together. 



19. The food storage unit of claim 1, wherein said 
lid further comprises an opening-assistance tab. 

20. The food storage unit of claim 1, wherein said 
container bottom further comprises a unified bottom structure 
that comprises a single wall. 



24. The food storage unit of claim 1, wherein said 
lid comprises: 



stacking support structure that may be engaged 
with a container bottom of another food storage unit to hold 
said food storage unit and said another food storage unit in 
alignment relative to each other. 

26. A food storage unit, comprising: 

a container comprising a container top, a 
container bottom, an inner wall and an outer wall having a 
fixed geometric relationship, said inner and outer walls 
forming a channel there between, said channel including a 
label container area that is in close proximity to said 
container top, said label container area that is accessible by 
a user for the insertion of a label therein, at least a 
portion of said outer wall being translucent such that a label 
placed in said label container area may be read without being 
removed from said food storage unit; and 

a lid that may be f ixably attached to said 
container top to seal said container CLOSED. 
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Art Unit: 3727 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the *™Z*^«?£** 
and Eg it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person stalled 
Tertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. - 

Claims 1-9, 13-17, 19, 20, 24 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
containing subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable 
one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and/or use the invention. Claim 1 states that a portion of the outer wall is translucent in line 8. 
Translucent is defined as transmitting light but causing sufficient diffusion to prevent perception 
of distinct images. In lines 8 and 9 of claim 1, it is stated that a label placed in the label area may 
be read (through the outer wall). This doesn't seem possible since the translucence of the outer 
wall would distort the image to prevent perception. Claim 26 has similar claim language. 
Changing the word "translucent" to "transparent" would eliminate this rejection. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a forei^ country orinpublic use or on 
Seir [this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent ui the United States. 

Claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 19, 20 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Oxley. 

Oxley discloses a food storage unit comprising a container with an inner wall (backing 
partition F) and an outer translucent/transparent wall (window E) having a fixed geometric 
relationship when assembled (the inner and outer walls don't move with respect to each other 
unless the user intentionally wants to disassemble the unit), the inner and outer walls forming a 
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channel (the inner surface of the outer wall and the outer surface of the inner wall forming side 
walls of the channel and the upper surface of either the bottom of the box (D) or the lower shelf 
(A) forming the bottom of the channel) there between, the channel includes a label container area 
that is accessible by a user for the insertion of a label (article C) therein, at least one label support 
member [either of the two lower shelves (A)] that is located within the channel and is physically 
attached to the inner and outer walls since the box (D) and window (E) seem to be press fit with 
backing partition (F) and shelves (A), and a top lid. 

Claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 20, 24 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Morris ('059)(Morris 1) and Morris (*151)(Morris 2). 

Claims 1, 3, 5, 9, 15, 19, 24 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Pichereau. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matteT pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6, 9, 13-17, 19, 20, 24 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Barhite in view of Dorney and Greiner ('918)(Greiner). 

Barhite discloses the invention except for the translucent/transparent outer wall. Dorney 
discloses a double wall cup having an outer wall of translucent material. Greiner discloses a 
double wall bowl with an outer transparent wall. It would have been obvious to modify the 
material of the outer wall of Barhite to be either translucent or transparent in order to see an item 
placed within the space between the inner and outer walls of a container. 
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Claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 20, 24 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wooster m view of Domey and Greiner C918)(Greiner). 

Wooster discloses the invention except for the translucent/transparent outer wall. Domey 
discloses a double wall cup having an outer wall of translucent material. Greiner discloses a 
double wall bowl with an outer transparent wall. It would have been obvious to modify the 
material of the outer wall of Wooster to be translucent or transparent in order to see an item 
placed within the space between the inner and outer walls of a container. 

Claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 19, 20 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Oxley in view of Wooster. 

This rejection is made if it is deemed that Oxley doesn't anticipate claims 1-6, 9, 13, 15, 

19, 20 and 24. 

Oxley discloses the invention except for the label support member being physically 
attached by a direct connection to the inner and outer walls of the container and the fixed 
geometric relationship. Wooster teaches direct connection of the label support member to the 
outer wall because the L-shaped cross section of part G forms both the outer wall and the label 
support member and by a direct connection to the inner wall (F) by a fillet weld shown in the 
cross section of Fig. 2. It would have been obvious to modify Oxley to have direct connections 
of similar form as motivated by a need to have parts that can't be disassembled easily. The 
direct connections would provide the fixed geometric relationship and physical attachment 
required by the claims. It would have been obvious to remove the uppermost shelf (A) or the 
two upper shelves (A) in order to provide access by another means since the direct connections 
such as welds and adjacent parts being formed as one piece do not make access as easy. 
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Claims 7, 8 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wooster in view of Domey and Greiner as applied to claims 1 and 5 above, and further in view 
ofHepburn. 

The combination discloses the invention except for expanded polystyrene in the 
inaccessible portion of the channel and the outer wall being smaller in dimension at the bottom 
than at the top. Hepburn discloses in Fig. 5 and 6 a cooler wherein the inner and outer walls 
define a channel there between with expanded polystyrene located in a lower region of the 
cooler, the outer wall is tapered to be more narrow at the bottom. It would have been obvious 
to add expanded polystyrene in order to increase the insulation value to prevent food spoilage. It 
would have been obvious to taper the walls in order to nest the containers to form a more 
compact way to store a series of empty containers. Also, no criticality is associated with the 
slight dimensional change shown by the drawings of the present invention. It would have been 
obvious by design choice to slightly vary dimensions of the container so that the outer wall is 
slightly smaller in dimension at the bottom than at the top. 

Claims 7, 8 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Morris 
1 or Morris 2 in view of Hepburn. 

Morris 1 and Morris 2 both discloses the invention except for expanded polystyrene in 
the inaccessible portion of the channel and the outer wall being smaller in dimension at the 
bottom than at the top. Hepburn discloses in Fig. 5 and 6 a cooler wherein the inner and outer 
walls define a channel there between with expanded polystyrene located in a lower region of the 
cooler, the outer wall is tapered to be more narrow at the bottom. It would have been obvious 
to add expanded polystyrene in order to increase the insulation value to prevent food spoilage. It 
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would have been obvious to taper the walls in order to nest the containers to form a more 
compactwayto store a series of empty containers. Also, no criticality is associated with the 
slight dimensional change shown by the drawings of the present invention. It would have been 
obvious by design choice to slightly vary dimensions of the container so that the outer wall is 
slightly smaller in dimension at the bottom than at the top. 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oxley or Oxley 

inviewofWooster. 

Oxley discloses the invention except for the outer wall being smaller in dimension at the 
bottom than at the top. No criticality is associated with the slight dimensional change shown by 
the drawings of the present invention. It would have been obvious by design choice to slightly 
vary dimensions of the container so that the outer wall is slightly smaller in dimension at the 

bottom than at the top. 

Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Morris 

1 or Morris 2 in view of Barhite. 

Morris 1 and Morris 2 disclose the invention except for the lid ridge. Barhite teaches a 
lid ridge. It would have been obvious to add the lid ridge to provide a tighter connection 
between the lid and the container. 

Applicant's arguments filed April 21, 2003 have been fully considered but they are not 

persuasive. 

Applicant traverses the 1 12, first paragraph rejection. The examiner's definition of 
translucent is provided by the American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Third 
Edition copyright ©1992 by Houghton Mifflin Company. Applicant's usage of translucent to 
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represent a material that when viewed through objects appear clearly visible is repugnant to the 
well known meaning of the term 'translucent" 

Applicant traverses the Oxley anticipatory rejection. Oxley provides a label as article (Q 
and a lid as shown in Fig. 1 and 2 in a position sealing the box in a closed configuration. 
Applicant states that the inner and outer walls do not have a fixed geometric relationship because 
the backing partition F is removed to access the display area between the partition F and window 
E. It is certainly true that Oxley operates in this manner, but the claim limitation of a fixed 
geometric relationship is not precluded by removable parts that may remain indefinitely in their 
fixed relationship once assembled. Applicant further states that the label support member is not 
physically attached to the inner and outer walls. It seems that the partition F and shelves A are 
press fit into position and that such a strong connection provides the physically attached 
limitation required by the claims. The removability of a part doesn't preclude the fact that a part 

has a physical attachment 

Applicant traverse the anticipatory rejection of both Morris 1 and Morris 2. Both 
references disclose food storing. Applicant suggests that the inner walls are removable to gain 
access to the support sections 41. Even though portions of the device are removable, this alone 
doesn't preclude the fixed relationship the parts will have once assembled. The press fitting 
connections of the parts provide the physical attachment required by the claims. 

Applicant also traverses the Pichereau anticipatory rejection. Reference sign (a) 
designates an opening of the central cup. Applicant's conclusion that neither food, ink or 
anything else may be placed or stored inside the central cup while the sponge-cup cover is being 
used is faulty. Although lower part (j) fits like an axle in cup (a), there is nothing in the 
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disclosure preventing the cup from holding a food item and still perform the act of receiving the 
lower part (j) and enabling rotation of the cover with the food item contained in the cup. More 
importantly, nothing precludes the central cup from holding a food item when the cover is 
removed. Applicant further submits that the cover is not capable of sealing the inkstand in a 
closed configuration. Even if one compartment is open due to the presence of slot (f), the 
closing of three other compartments definitely meets the sealed closed requirement claimed. 

In response to any argument that applicant sets forth wherein a liquid in the label 
container area prevents viewing or somehow destroys the label, the examiner submits that the 
rejection is based upon the container being in a state wherein the label container area is free of 
liquid such as after the container is formed but before the container is filled with the designated 
liquid. In cases where the liquid is water, the label can be viewed through the transparent water. 
In cases where the liquid may not be readily transparent, the label could be situated sufficiently 
close to the outer wall such that the liquid doesn't interfere with viewing the label. A label may 
be made of a wide variety of materials which could dissolve in any given liquid. The 
composition of the label of the invention is not sufficiently claimed such that someone could 
definitely state that the label is destroyed by a liquid. Water is substantially chemically non- 
reactive such that paper or plastic or metallic labels do not readily dissolve in water. 

Applicant traverses the Barhite in view of Domey and Greiner rejection. Applicant 
suggests that if a label were placed within compartment 14 of Barhite, it would be destroyed. 
Compartment 14 is free of water as shown by Fig. 14. Applicant states that Barhite doesn't 
suggest the modification. There is no requirement that the primary reference must teach or 
suggest the modification for proper motivation to be present in a 103 obviousness rejection. 
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Applicant submits that the modification of a translucent or transparent wall would destroy the 
intended purpose of Barhite since (heat) radiation is undesirable. Heat radiation from light is 
minimal and generally would have a negligible effect on warming the compartment. 

Applicant traverses the Wooster in view of Domey and Greiner rejection for nearly 
identical reasons as for Barhite in view of Domey and Greiner. There is no mention of the 
undesirability of radiation in Wooster. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SDC MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

In order to reduce pendency and avoid potential delays, Group 3720 is encouraging 
FAXing of responses to Office Actions directly into the Group at (703) 872-9302. This practice 
may be used for filing papers not requiring a fee. It may also be used for filing papers which 
require a fee by applicants who authorize charges to a PTO deposit account. Please identify the 
examiner and art unit at the top of your cover sheet. Papers submitted via FAX into Group 3720 
will be promptly forwarded to the examiner. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication of earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen J. Castellano whose telephone number is (703) 308- 

1035. 



'Stephen Castellano 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3727 



June 3, 2003 
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To all ichom it may concern : 

Be it known that I, Daniel B. Woostee, 
of Marsbfield, in the county of Washington 
and State of Vermont, have invented certain 

1 uewand nsefol Improvements in Milk-Coolers; 
and I do hereby declare the following to he a 
fall, clear, and exact description of ^inven- 
tion, such as will enable others skilled in,. the 
art to which it pertains to make and use it, 

io reference being had to the accompanying drax?- . 
ings, which form part of this specification. 

My invention relates to an improvement in 
apparatus for cooling milk, 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

ie a view, in perspective, of my improved milk- 
cooler. Fi g. 2 is a vertical section of the same. 
Fig. 3 represents a modification of the trans- 
parent eduction - tube. - Fig! 4 is a. modified 
form of cabinet, showing its adaptation for the 

20 reception of two or more milk-receptacles. 
A represents a box or cabinet, preferably 
made of woodl and provided with a hinged 
lid, B, aud a swinging or sliding door, G. A 
partition, D, having a central perforation,. E, 

2 5 is secured within the cabinet. 

F represents an elongated inilk-receptacle, 
the upper portion of which extends above par- 
tition D, and the lower portion depends below 
the same. . : .; aV 

3 o G is a sheet-metal ice-receptacle, the upper 
edges of which are secured to the upper edges 
of the cabinet, and its bottom H is supported 
upon the partitipn D; The central portion of 
the sheet'inetal bottom H is cut away to cor- 

7c respond to the outer configuration of the milk- 
receptacle, which latter is attached thereto in 
a water-tight manner. 

From the above it will be observed that a 
water-tight ice-receptacle is formed within the 

40 cabinet around the upper end dulyof the milk 

receptacle. * • ' , ' « ; , 

The top a of the inilk-receptacle F extends 
slightly abdve-the top of the body of the cabi- 
net* or the upper edge of the ice-receptacle, so 

4 c that -should cold water be poured into the ice- 
receptacle and the latter completely filled the 
water is prevented from Centering the milk-re 
ceptacleF. 
A cover, I, provided with a downwardly 

co projecting flange, 5, is secured to the top of 
the milk-receptacle. The flange & does not fit 



the periphery of the milk-receptacle snugly, 
an open space, c, betweeu the same -being 
formed. As the water rises in the ice-box it 
will form a liquid seal between the coyer and 55 
the milk-receptacle, aud thus prevent any ad- 
mission or escape of air between 6uch parts of 
the apparatus. 

: -To the top of cover I is secured a curb or 
Ting, K, having a perforated bottom, d } and 60 
within said curb or ring is placed loosely a 
filling, e, of cotton or other porous material. 
The hinged lid B is provided with perforations 
/, which register with the vcntilatiug-ring K. 
-By means of this construction and arrange- 65 
ment of parts the air is allowed to enter 
through the perforations in thelid, pass through 
the porous packing, and into. the naUk-recepta- 
cle, the porous material serving to purify the 
air by filtering all germs of impurity therefrom 70 
before it comes in contact with the milk. 

L is a transparent gage or port located in 
the upper portion of the milk-receptacle, aud 
serves to admit of the ready inspection of the 
milk for the purpose of ascertaining whether 75 
or hot all the cream has risen to the surface of 
the milk. If desired, another similar port may 
be provided in the lower portion of the milk- 
receptacle. * 

To the loweV end of receptacle F is attached 80 
a transparent tube, M ; having a stop-cock or 
spigot connected with its lower end. The tube 
M is comparatively small relative to the size of 
the milk-receptacle, and enables all . the milk 
to be drawn off without allowiug the escape Of 85 
the cream therewith. 

Heretofore the lower ends of milk-coolers 
have been provided with transparent cream- 
gages; but when such gages are attached to the 
milk-receptacle itself it is found very difficult, 90 
if not impossible, to accurately separate the 
milk from the cream. By forming a transpar- 
ent cream-gage in the small eduction-tube all 
the milk can be drawn off before the cream 
makes its appearance, and - then the spigot is 95 
closed and the cream drawn off in a separate 
vessel. 

In Fig. 1 the eduction-tube is represented as 
being provided with a section, g } of glass to 
allow the ready inspection of the cream. In- ico 
stead of such construction that illustrated in 
Fig. 3 may be employed in lieu thereof! 
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In Fig. 3, IT is a glass tube, aud O an open- 
work casiDgy one eud of which is attached to 
the milk-receptacle, while the other end is pro- 
vided with any suitable valve or spigot*, P. 

5 I have shown my invention in Fig. 1 as con- 
sisting of a single milk-receptacle j butthecabi- 
net may be of any desired size, and any num- 
ber of milk-receptacles placed therein, as shown 
in Fig. 4; and therefore I would have it under- 

o stood that I dp not limit myself to any partic- 
ular number of milk-receptacles that, may be 
arranged within a suitably- constructed cabi- 
net Again, the milk-receptacle and cabinet 
may be of any desired forui , either round , square, 

5 or rectangular, as my invention is not confined 
to any particular shape of apparatus. 

When ice or cold water is placed in its re- 
ceptacle around the upper end of the milk-re- 
ceptacle the milk iu the upper portion of the 

3 vessel is reduced iu temperature, and the cream 
contained therein is separated in whole or iu 
part The cold milk theu descends, and its 
place is supplied by a current of warmer milk 
ascending from the lower end of the milk-re- 

5 ceptacle. The cooling of the milk continues, 
and the cream is separated therefrom. This 
action of the milk is constant, there being a 
constant downward current of cold milk and 
an upward current of warmer milk, which lat- 

o ter, when it reachtB the top of the milk-recep- 
tacle, is reduced in temperature and parts with 
its cream. Thisaction of milk insures a speedy 
rising of the cream, as every particle of the 



contained milk is subjected to a continuous re- 
duction of temperature. 35 

The ice-box is provided, or may be provided, 
with suitable inlet and outlet pipes for running 
water, to insure a constant stream of pure cold 
water in direct contact with the milk -recepta- 
cle. 40 

I make no broad claims iu this patent to the 
many essential and broad features of improve- 
ment embodied iu the apparatus shown and 
described, as such broad claims are embraced 
in my application filed January 17, 1879. 45 

Having fully described my invention, what I 
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is— 

The combination, with a cabinet or box fur- 
nished with n separate water-tight ice-recepta- 50 
cle, and a lid to cover the cabinet and ice-re- 
coptacle, of a vertically-elongated milk-recep- 
tacle passing centrally through the bottom of 
the ice-receptacle, so that the upper portion 
will be iuclosed within the ice-receptacle, and 55 
the lower end project below the same, and a 
ventilated cover fitting upon the top of said 
milk-receptacle, substantially as set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 27th 60 
day of April, 1881. 

DANIEL B. WOOSTER. [L. S.] 

Witnesses: 

E. M. Woostee, 
Daniel R. Loveland. 
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To all whom it may concern: j 
Be it known that I,AsahelP.Pichereau, ; 
a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Galesburg, in the county of Knox and State 

5 of Illinois, have invented certain new and 
valuable Improvements in Inkstands,of which 
the following is a specification. 

I am well aware that many contrivances 
and combinations have been invented for the 

io purpose of improving on the old ways, of 
building inkstands, and my own invention, 
patented March 20, 1888, No. 379,906, is at 
present fresh in mind, it having in it the 
leading principles that will be set forth and 

15 appear in this specifiation; but as I have 
spent much labor and money experimenting, 
developing, and bringing into practical use 
the aforesaid patent, during which time I 
have added and brought into practical work- 

20 ing order several improvements on the afore- 
said patent, therefore, in order that I may 
secure unto myself what is rightfully due me, 
I apply for Letters Patent, and ask that the 
same be granted on my new and useful im- 

25 provements. • 

The new and useful improvements in^iny 
invention are the several inclined-bottom ink- 
troughs about a central cup, which central 
cup is made much lower than in my patent 

30 nf 1888 aforesaid, and is tQ be the receptacle 
into which the lower part of the sponge -cup 
is to. fit, while a rim about said sponge-cup 
covers said ink-troughs and a slot in tho outer 
edge of said rim provides a dipping-hole, 

35 said riin resting on the top of, said troughs, 
while the lower part of said sponge-cup, fit- 
ting as an axle into said central enp, which 
is surrounded by the aforesaid troughs, can 
be moved around on said troughs, so that the 

40 said slot may be over any trough or any part 
of a trough. Iu the left end of a trough the 
ink maybe shallow and in the right deep, 
caused by the inclined bottom, ancl such being 
the condition the writer may acquire the habit 

45 of touching the pen on the bottom of the 
ink-trough when dipping the pen, and by 
placing said slot above the required depth 
atevery dipping he may get just the required 
amount of fluid. 

50 In my improvements in inkstands, iso. 
379,900; March 20, 1888, above mentioned, I 



used but one ink-trough to illustrate the in- 
clined-bottom ink-trough principle, with a 
revolving sliding cover. In said revolving 
sliding cover I used a hole in its rim for the 55 
dipping-hole instead of a slot, as I do in my 
improvements as illustrated by the accom- 
panying drawings. The hole in said rim has 
proven to be in almost every event too small, 
for when the pen with very thin ink would 60 
be rubbed against its sides it would cause 
much ink to adhere to said sides and it would 
then find its way to and about its rim-cover- 
ing and make a bad daubing mess underneath. 
The slot is large in said rim and so as to pre- 65 
vent the ink from rubbing off the pen when 
dipped. 

Although I used .but one ink-trough in tho 
aforesaid. improvements in inkstands of tho 
year ISSSj yet, as I find by experiment that 70 
the bottom part of my inkstand can be more 
easily made of glass with several troughs, 
*nd as it is probably more useful when so 
made, I have concluded that it is best to con- 
struct these bottoms with these several 75 
troughs, -and if the person using the stand 
only wishes butone kind of ink he may place 
in the other troughs some small articles, as 
pens, stamps, or pins, and when the inkstand 
is not in use and any trough does not contniu 80 
ink the dipping-hole Slot should be placed 
above such a trough. In this my late con- 
struction of the cover and sponge-cup of my 
improvements in inkstands I have made 
them out of glass, and have combined the 85 
sponge-cup, ink-trough, cover, <fcc, so that the 
whole is molded and fashioned into but one 
piece of glass. This makes the cost less in 
manufacturing, and also affords a really bet- 
ter cover for the ink-troughs, and makes the 90 
sponge-cup more convenient and useful. By 
experimenting I have come to the conclusion 
that it is better to construct both parts— bot- 
tom and combination-cover of this my im- 
provement in inkstands — out of crystal flint 95 
glass, although other material may be used 
and can be used. The bottom, although hard 
to form, cau be wrought by the raolder into 
one piece of glass, and as there is ho corrod- 
ing, rusting, &c, when the entire inkstand, 100 
both bottom and combination-cover, is con- 
I structed of glass, and as that material seems 
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to be both best and cheapest, it has been 
most used in the construction of this wylato 
invention and improvements, in inkstands. 
The slot in the outer part of the rim-cover is 
5 to be so constructed as to have about its up- 
per border a collar, so as to be a guide to the 
pen, and so prevent ink from accumulating 
on top of the cover, caused by a careless 
use of the pen about the dipping-hole. 

io In the accompanying drawings, Figuro 1 
represents the bottom, and Fig. 2 the combi- 
nation cover, of my invention and improve- 
ments in inkstands. 
Letter a, Fig. 1, is at the opening of the 

15 central cnp,and about it are shown threeink- 
trpughs d d (J, in one of which troughs below 
b is shown a quantity of ink. Partitions eee 
represent divisions between said three ink- 
troughs, while c c show the incline of thebot- 

20 toms of these troughs. 

In Fig. 2, letter g represents the opening of 
the sponge-cup, while j shows its lower and 
outer side. / designates the dipping-hole slot 

.-. in the outer rim ef the cover, while i i ishow 

25 the part of the cover that is to cover the ink 
in the ink-troughs d d d, Fig. 1/ 

Letters h h h h, Fig, 2, indicate the cones 
of a pen-holder rack on the combined cover. 

- It is made by joining the said cones to the 

30 upper part of the sponge-cup by what may 
be called " braces," affording support for the 
pen-holder when it is placed on these braces 
behind two of the coues. 
In using this improved inkstand place the 

35 combination-cover,. Fig. 2, over on the *bot : 
. torn, Fig. 1, so that the lower part j of the 
sponge-cup will fit into cup a, and so that 
that part of the cover i i i will fit close down 
on the upper part of cup a, partitions e e e, 

40 and ink-troughs d d d of Fig. 1. Having so 
placed the combination-cover, it will easily be 
discovered that the lower part j of sponge- 
cup g> Fig. 2, fits like an axle in cup a, Fig. 
1, and consequently that slot/, Fig. 2, can be 

45 moved about over the tops of these circular 
ink-troughs d d d, Fig. 1, with great ease, 
the pen-holder nick-cones h h h It, Fig. 2, 



affording good leverage points for the mov- 
ing around of the outer rim of this combina- 
tion-cover. 50 

I wish to note here that I do not fix on any 
certain sixe for my improved inkstand or any 
of its parts, nor do I fix on the number of in- 
clined-bottom ink-troughs about th*» central 
cup. The different parts or the whole stand 55 
may be constructed according to the require- 
ments and necessities of the case. It may be 
also well to note that the inclination of the 
bottoms of the ink-troughs may be much or 
may be but little, as the requirements of the 60 
case demand. 

I do not claim in this my improvements in 
inkstands an inclined -bottom ink -trough 
nearly or quite surrounding a central cup, for 
that was anticipated in my patent of March 65 
20, 1S88, aforesaid j but whatlcan clearlyclaim 
is the lowering of said central cup, so that the 
combination-cover that I have provided can 
be fitted onto and iuto the aforesaid central 
cup and its encircliug ink trough or. troughs, 70 
as I have explained. As to the combination- 
cover; I do not claim a sponge-cup fitting into 
the central cup that is nearly encircled by an 
inclined-bottom ink-trough ; nor do I claim a 
rim-covering with a dipping-hole through it 75 
that can be easily moved about over the top 
of said ink-trough and around the central 
cup of the bottom part of the inkstand; nor 
do I claim a pen-holder rack unconnected 
"with the sponge-cup, for such improvements So 
were anticipated in my improvements in ink- 
stands of March 20, 1888, aforesaid; but 

What I do claim as my invention and im- 
provement in inkstands, and wish to Secure 
by Letters Patent, is— S5 

The inkstand-cover having the pen-holder 
rack and sponge-cup, as described, connected 
thereto, in combination with the cup a, en- 
circled with the inclined troughs, as and for 
the pu impose set forth. 

ASAHEL P. PICHEREAU. 

Witnesses: 

Frank L. Andrews, 
J. A. Barnett. 
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To all whom it may concern: 

Be it known that I, Samuel Bundle Bab- 
hite, a. citizen of the. United States, residing 
at Des Moines, in the county of Polk and State 
5 of Iowa, have invented a new and nsefal 
Cream-Separator, of which the following is a 
specification. 

This invention relates to improvements in 
cream-separators or milk-coolers, and has for 
io its object to simplify and improve devices of 
this character and produce a. device simple 
in construction, easily operated, and readily 
cleansed; and the invention consists in cer- 
tain novel features of construction as here- 
15 inafter shown and described, and specified in 
the claim. ^ iV . 

In the drawings illustrative of. the inven- 
tion, in which corresponding parts* are de- 
noted by like designating characters, Figure 
30 1 is a vertical sectional elevation. ' Fig. 2 is 
a transverse section on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1. 

The improved device consists in an inner 
shell or" milk-receptacle 10, having a trans- 
parent gage 11 in one side and-with an in- 
25 clined bottom 12 and having a draw-off fau- 
. cet 13 between the gage and the lowest point 
of . the inclined bottom. Surrounding the 
milk-receptacle is a water-receptacle or outer 
sheU 14, having a recess in one side opposite 
to the gage 11 and faucet 13, formed by turn- 
ing a portion 15 of the wall of the water-re- 
ceptacle inwardly and curving , the central 
portion 16 of the inturned portion outwardly 
again, the curve 16 conforming to the outer 
35 surface of the cream - separator. The out- 
wardly-curved portion 16 is provided with an 
elongated aperture slightly larger than, the 
combined area of the gage . 11 and faucet 13, 
and the milk-receptacle will be set within the 
40 water-receptacle with the gage! and faucet op- 
posite this aperture and extending there- 
through and secured in place as by solder- 
ing applied between the edges of the aperture 
and the adjacent wall of the inner receptacle. 
45 The upper edge of the inturned portion* 15 is 
connected to the water-receptacle, by a fill- 
ing-section 17,. as shown in Fig. 1. By this 
means the gage and faucet are readily ao 
cessible without exposing more of the sur- 
50 face of the inner receptacle than is occupied 
• by the gage and faucet, so that there will be 
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a minimum of loss from radiation and the 
greatest possible amount of the surface of. 
the inner receptacle surrounded by the wa- • 
ter. By this arrangement the milk-recepta- 55 
cle can be constructed complete with its gage 
and draw-oft faucet and the water-receptacle 
likewise constructed complete with its recess 
having the central aperture, and then when 
the milk-receptacle is inserted it is only nec- 60 
essary to solder the edges of the. aperture.to 
th6 side walls of the inner receptacle; as 
above described. The labor necessary to con- 
nect the two partsis thus very.slight and can 
be very quickly Accomplished. 

A draw-off faucet 18 for the water from the 
receptacle 14 may be placed through the in- 
turned portion 15, which -will thus be out of 
the way and so that .no part of the device ex- 
cept the usual handles 19 will extend beyond 7° 
the general surface of the water-receptacle. 

The water-receptacle is provided with a 
closure in the form of an annular cover 20, . 
having a depending rim 21 , uniform with its 
inner opening and extending into the upper 75 
part of the milk-receptacle 10, . and with an 
outer rim 22, extending into the water-recep- 
tacle 14, as shown in Fig. 1. By this means 
the water-receptacle is dosed independently 
of the milk-receptacle and likewise forming 80 
a protector to the milk-receptacle by means 
of the depending inner rim 21, which serves, 
as will be obvious, to prevent the milk when 
poured in from entering the water-space. 
This is an important feature of the invention 85 
and adds materially to the value and efficiency 
of the device and saves time and labor, as 
less care is required in depositing the milk. 

A 'secondary, cover 23 is provided for the. 
annular cover 20 and provided with a depend- 
ing rim and adapted to fit into the inner rim 
21, as shown. The smaller cover 23 is provided 
with a central aperture having a tubular ex- 
tension. 25, provided with a diaphragm 26 of : 
screen material, as shown. 95 

The secondary cover member when inverted 
in position or with the tubular extension and 
its.screen extending into the central opening . 
in the cover member 20- forms a "soreen- 
f unnel " to strain the milk when inserted into 1 <■ 
the reoeptacle 10. . 

When the water is to be renewed in the 
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receptacle 14, the cover member 20 may be 
removed and the secondary cover member 
placed over the milk-receptacle, which will 
thus protect the contents of the latter from 

5 the inflowing water, the tubular extension also 
assisting in protecting the milk-receptacle 
from the inflowing water. 

One or more stays 28 may be arranged be- 
tween the milk and water receptacle, as shown 

io in Fig. 1, if required. 

By this simple means a very complete, com- 
pact, and simply-constructed device of the 
character described is produced which may 
be manufactured in any desired size or capao- 

ir ity and of any required material. ■ 

Having thus described the invention, what 
I claim is— . m \ , 

A cooling-can comprising an outer shell 
having an open top, an inner shell disposed 

to therein with the walls thereof spaced there- 
from, a dome-shaped cover for said outer shell 
having its peripheral edge folded inwardly 
upon itself to form a rim and then bent down- 



wardly to form a depending flange adapted 
to fit in the mouth of said outer shell with 25 
the rim projecting over the edge of said outer- 
shell mouth, said cover having a central aper- 
ture of a size to correspond with the top open- 
ing of the inner shell and provided with a 
depending rim around said aperture to fit in 30 
the opening of said inner shell, and a dome- 
like cover for said inner shell having a de- 
pending rim on its inner face spaced from the 
edge thereof and fitting in the aperture of 
said outer-shell cover with its projecting edge 35 
overlapping said outer-shell cover, said inner- 
shell cover terminating in a tubular extension 
having a perforated closure. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in ( o 
the presence of two witnesses. 

SAMUEL RTJNDLE BARHITE. 

Witnesses: 

E. S. Hulse, 
E. M. Gray. 
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Tpc^^homU^ay concern; ; a fflogJt elevation. 9jf -a display i*px ^rnho^y- 

'fjS ( e it know£ th^fc t s Qwi$&p J£. pxiJETj g kg ^y 'inv^ipn; Mg" ,2 $ Ve^caJ jjjec- 

citizeE af tlie United . Stai^, raiding at tjCoa; of -thte §ame t§k^& pn £he J Un# :2-^2^pf 

3115 Davenport street, ' Oihanai in ijie Fig. 1$ tig. (T'a '^OT^atal section of ^ 60 

5 county of Douglas and St.a*e of .Nebraska, sjme j^^on-t^e ^ 

haye invented a new and usejful Impi#y.e? a p^s^ec^iye . view of the series. : pf §h$)Lf 

a^ent in Dkp^^^^ PPpk^? shp^S r 3£? v< BJi fern ^e ^pjfy 

of which. &e f pUowia^g is a spec^j^Upn. box; and Fig. $ a skp^Lar p^pe^tiv^*:yiew 

jids inventipn relates to. an t impr^y ; &r of the fcadkigg part^tiph Jshpwji ^niwe^ 65 

10 ment. in display boxes for bakery prQ$u$t$ The .ordinary boxes for ^ont^jn- 

fronted display box intgjnally with a .shair b^^cui ts, .cracj^ersj cookies, ^^ikes an^d ; ptt(er 

low seri^ of ^di .aitjcleSj proyided -w^fii feng?4 

h^d the glass, apd i»p^ra^"frqm $e list Cp-yer jind ft.fi>H£S. display ^]*j4p.F in 70 

16 pj^ihe b^^^ <pn their front through wh£ch j&e .cpnte^ are 

which shelf p^dcets an prl&rly <^pla.£ p{ a visible ; which display window is a/great 

sample p?.&§ : ^nt^ ^yeauenge feotfb $0 tb© ^l^^s^? *&^:tPib e 

will no$ chj^^ Gusjpmer,. .Ti& pi;der Ipying de%(er j^&ajly 

tent? are lowenBdj or r^ovjed. ^^pf wiic^ desires to l^ave t^atpp^pn of the cp^ienfcs 73 

20 wiU more fully hereinafter app^r. * ■ ifi^Ciidi^iy be^dsthegl^ 

. Prior tp niy myentiop considerable dif- in a itegujar fins St&fceci Wsnion so &$t sai<il 

ficulty and annoyance has been iexp^^nced content^ giay fee te^.s^ 

by reason of th.e : -fact that the 'co&tgnts of better ^ sippear^ce. And ^y $he ex.eE$se of 

the cans after part b^ "be^n "soJ^L. does- not ^^ (^i^suci an arra^^ent^ SO 

25 present a pleasing appearance through the ers, cookies or other articles may be made in 

glass frtint because of the disordered and -the ordinary, .display Jiox: and: this is joften 

disarranged condition of the interior.; . . .. .done when the boxes are first filled at the 

The appearance of the goods through the factory. But this requires care and some 

front of the can has marked effect upon the skill, and the arrangement cannot survive 85 

SO salability. of the goods and it is the princi- the emptying of the box by sales. For as 

pal object of this invention to provide each soon as the box is emptied below the upper 

can with means for retaining sampleis of edge of the window the careful arrange- 

the goods in attractive display position, be- ment is destroyed. In the present invention 

hind the glass front until after the entire I provide against such destruction of the 90 

36 contents has been sold. arranged display by the emptying of the 

A further object of the invention is to.pro- box in selling as follows: I make a pocket 

vide such a means which will be readily re- . shelf structure such as is shown at Fig. 4 of 

movable and which will permit new samples the drawing and which may be made of 

to be inserted for those previously displayed paper or pasteboard quite similar to the 96 

4° each time the can is refilled, so that a single pockets employed in egg carrying cases and 
can may successively be used for goods of which may consist of the horizontal shelves 
widely varying description. A and the vertical risers B, halved or 
A farther object of the invention is the notched together in the manner of the egg 
provision of means for retaining the^ pockets above named. The shelves and 100 
samples, in place, which may be so cheaply risers of this structure are deep enough 
provided that it may be discarded and new preferably to contain several of the articles 
means substituted at each refilling of the to be displayed and the separate pockets 
can . are bf lateral dimensions such as to re- 
Other objects and advantages of the in- ceive and maintain in an upright position 10fi 

*° vention will be apparent as it is better un- a ^ngle one or a single series of such 

derstpod from the. following description articles as indicated at Figs. 1, 2 and 3 of 

when considered in connection with the ac : the drawing. The shelf structure so con- 

companying drawing illustrating a pre- structed is placed in the display box D im- 

ferred embodiment thereof. . mediately behind the glass window E and 110 

^ £ In the accompanying drawing which in this position is filled with its comple- 

fonns a part of this specification Figure 1 is ment of articles C. This may easily be done 
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by tilting the display, box forward, as is 
usually done in filling such boxes. When 
this has been accomplished the backing par- 
tition F is placed in the box, . Its backwardly 
o extending members G Gr 1 reach back to the 
back wall of the box and maintain the par- 
titions snugly against the back of the shelf 
pockets. This partition may be made of 
stiff pasteboard, of. a height equal to the 

30 height of the series of shelf pockets, and of 
dimensions such as to fit nicely in the box. 
After the shelf pockets have thus been 
filled and their contents secured by the 
backing partition the box may be filled with 

15 the articles C loosely or irregularly or in. 
any manner desired. And as the contents 
arie sold out. the display is maintained and 
will continue until the box is empty, the 
displayed articles being either retained in 

20 position to indicate the contents when the 
box is again filled, or sold out as desired. 
This apparatus is exceedingly cheap, it may 
be shipped in the flat, and applied to any 
ordinary display box. 

25 I claim: 

-1. A ' display cracker can comprising a 
• transparent front portion ; and an interior 
member which is adapted to be removed 
from within the said body and comprising a 

30 series of shelf pockets behind the said trans- 
. parent front portion and a partition for re- 
taining articles in said shelf pockets, the said 
shelf pockets consisting of strips of sheet 



. material arranged cross- wise.of one another, . 
certain of which strips extend upward and 35 
downward and serve as supports for the 
pockets, independent of the contents of the 
can and hold the crackers from lateral move- 
ment, and extending rearwardly into the 
can for only a portion of the distance to the 40 
rear wall of the can, thereby leaving sub- 
stantially the entire interior of the can 
empty to be filled with goods in irregular 
order, while that small portion of the goods 
which is displayed is maintained in regular 45 
order. . . . 

• 2. A display cracker "can comprising a 
rectangular body having a glass front, a 
member providing a series of shelf pockets 
behind said transparent front, and a par- SO 
tition disposed behind said member^ said . 
partition being provided with; a rearwardly 
extending projection adapted to engage the 
rear wall of said body. . 

3. A display cracker - can comprising a 65 
rectangular body having a glass front, a 
member providing a series of shelf pockets 
behind said transparent front, and -a par- 
tition disposed behind said member, said par- 
tition being provided with a pair of rear- 60 
wardly extending wings adapted to engage 
the rear wall of the body. 

DWIGHT E OXLEY. 

. Witnesses:-' 

• EDWABD J. CtoSTELXO, 
Ma-OBICE rE. BoRNBT." 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

A display apparatus for displaying a plurality of adver- 
tisements comprising a base, which holds condiments 
and comprising a plurality of condiment holding sec- 



tions separated from each other by the display appara- 
tus, support members on the base for displaying a plu- 
rality of business cards with each of the business cards 
facing in a different respective direction. The cards are 
removably mounted and the display apparatus is 
mounted for movement relative to the base to change 
the direction in which a given business card faces. A 
transparent cover, removably mounted to the display 
apparatus, protects the business cards on the display ' 
apparatus and comprises a single integral member com- 
prising a hollow, vertically disposed tube having four 
walls and having a rectangular horizontal cross-section. 
A plurality of vertically disposed support members or 
sections each facing in a different respective direction 
are protectively covered by the transparent tube. At 
least one business card is mounted to each support mem- 
ber. The support members are disposed on the inside of 
the tube, one support member facing each of the four 
walls of the tube. A resilient, strip-like member is lo- 
cated within the tube and is resiliency deformable be- 
tween an expanded, open first condition and a second 
condition in which the strip-like member is at least 
partially closed for urging die advertisement on each 
support member toward its respective wall on the trans- 
parent tube. The apparatus is preferably displayed on 
restaurant tables so that customers can view the adver- 
tisements contained therein during their meal. The tube 
embodiment is of a size which preferably accommo- 
dates twelve business cards; three cards on each support 
member. 



16 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures 
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trally located vertical axis, each support member ex- 
ADVERTISING DISPLAY APPARATUS tending at a 90 degree angle relative to the two adjacent 

support members. The four transparent sections extend 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION radially in the form of an "X" from a centrally located, 

1. Field of the Invention 5 vertically disposed axial portion wherein one of the 
The apparatus of the subject invention pertains to an cover means and one of the support members is remov- 

advertising display device with each set of advertise- able relative to the other when the cover means is de- 
ments facing in a different respective direction. The tached from the condiment holding means. Engaging 
apparatus is preferably used on restaurant tables, so that means on the condiment holding means engage each of 
the advertisements or menus can be viewed by custom- 10 the cover sections at the bottom of the sections of fix the 
ers during their meal. position of the cover sections on the condiment holding 

2. Description of the Prior Art means. The cover means is detachably mounted on the 
Restaurant customers are a "captive" audiance for condiment holding means and the condiment holding 

most types of advertisement media while they wait for me ans is mounted for rotation about the vertical axis, 
and eat their food. It is not unusual to find on restaurant 15 relative to the base. The support members and cover 
tables paper displays for soft drinks and the like, and sections have means mounting the support members for 
even placemats containing information to read or pux- rotational movement with the cover sections when they 
zles to solve, rotate with the condiment holding means. 

Nowhere has there been provided in restaurants The "tube" and "X" embodiment of the invention 

advertising d^play apparatus winch compact* adver- 20 condiment holding 

Uses the services and products of a plurality of busi- * T - . ... - - 

nesses on each table. If such a devise were available, the mea /*- ln J* ^iment of apparatus 

"captive" audience would become a hugh market for ** ch ^P^>rt member comprises three or four display 
products and services. Obviously, restaurant owners as ^ Uon t ** ch 8CCt, ? n h °i* onc \ business 

well as the advertisers could greatly benefit from the 25 Thus, the apparatus is capable of simultaneously dis- 
use of such an apparatus. playing twelve or sixteen business cards. Any number of 

cards is theoretically possible to use with each support 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION member, however, it is desirable to use no less than two 

An apparatus comprising means for displaying a pin- cards, and nor more than four cards for each support 
rality of advertisements or menus comprising a base, 30 member. In addition, a single card or advertisement or 
means on the base for holding condiments and compris- menu could be attached to a support member, 
ing a plurality of condiment holding sections separated In the "tube" embodiment, the size of the base is 
from each other by the display means, means on the approximately 12" long by 5-15/16" wide. The size of 
base for displaying a plurality of business cards with the tube is approximately 4" square by 6j" high, using 
each of the business cards facing in a different respec- 35 three cards per support member, 
tive direction, means for removably mounting the cards In the "X" embodiment, the condiment holding mem- 
and means mounting the display means for movement ber has a diameter of approximately 8", and the trans- 
relative to the base to change the direction in which a parent cover is approximately 7J" in diameter. The 
given business card faces. Transparent cover means, height of the transparent cover is approximately 6J" 
removably mounted to the display means, protects the 40 and each support member holds six cards, 
business cards on the display means and comprises a The apparatus is reusable, lightweight, easily cleaned, 
single integral member comprising a hollow, vertically simple in design, and economical to manufacture, 
disposed tube having four walls and having a rectangu- These and other advantages of the invention will 
lar horizontal cross-section. A plurality of vertically apparen t to those of ordinary skill in the art 

disposed support members or sections each facing in a 45 ^ reference to the further detailed description of this 
different respective direction are protectively covered invention, 
by the transparent tube. Means on each support member 

for mounting at least one business card to each support DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

member. The support members are disposed on the *™ - ;* * ^~,^*:»„» «f*», 0 „^o n ii„,i:«^^ 

• f A * v . / . . m FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the vertically disposed 

inside of the tube, one support member facing each of 30 ^ , ... *\T , 4 . . - , r . 

the four walls ofthe tube. A resilient, strip-like member J i apparatus; 

is located within the tube and is resUiendy deformable ™' l » t<>P H ^J?L 

between an expanded, open first condition and a second n £ J c J ld of J h f , , 

condition in which the strip-like member is at least .^J 3 ■ » elevaUond partial-cutaway sectional 

partially closed for urging the advertisement on each 55 vl ™J? 0 ?? Lmc V, ^ ^ l 

support member toward its respective wall on the trans- r FIG - 4 15 a perspective view of the "T embodiment 

parent tube. Mounting means attaches at least one busi- of ™ advertising display apparatus; 

ness card to each support member. The apparatus is FIG - 5 » 811 clevational, partial cutaway sectional 

preferably displayed on restaurant tables so that cus- dong line $—5 of FIG. 4; 

tomers can view the advertisements contained therein 60 F 10 - 6 » a P^tial cutaway sectional view along Line 

during their meal. The tube embodiment is of a size * — ^ °f FJG* 4; 

which preferably accommodates twelve business cards; FIG. 7 is a partial cutaway perspective and exploded 

three cards on each support member. view of a transparent section; 

In another embodiment of the apparatus of the pres- FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a horizontally dis- 

ent invention the transparent cover means comprises 65 posed tube embodiment of the advertising display appa- 

four transparent sections each protectively covering ratus; and, 

one of four support members. The support members are FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a leaf embodiment of 

arranged in a radial disposition from a common, cen- the advertising display apparatus. 
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respective side piece 31 Three (3) cylindrical plastic 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED ridge mem bers 46 are glued to outside surface 40 of 

EMBODIMENT each support member 38, to form three (3) support 

Referring to FIG. 1, there is shown a perspective sections 41 of a size adapted to permit a standard sized 
view of one of the preferred embodiments of the adver- S business card to "snap-fit" between any two ndgemem- 
tising display apparatus. Apparatus 10 comprises a sub- bers. The cards may be removed and replaced with 
stantially flat, rectangularly shaped base 14 having a top other cards without removing the remainmg cards. A 
surface 15. Base 14 also comprises a plurality of condi- support ridge 36 is permanently glued to the top made 
meni holding means or sections 16 which are separated surface 33 of each side piece 32 to hold the top business 
from each other on either end of said base by advertis- 10 card in place when a support member is in position, and 
ins display means 20. Condiment holding means 16 can to form a ledge around the inside perimeter of the top 
hold sugar, salt, pepper and the like. Obviously, any end of tube 12 for the support to top piece 26. 
number of condiment holding sections can be provided A small stnp-like sheet of rigid but resihent plastic44 
depending upon the size of the base. Four short legs 9 is rolled into a tube and is of a size which when placed 
are attached to bottom surface 11 of base 14. 15 into the cavity of tube 12 normally expands between an 

Advertising display means 20 comprises means for expanded, open first condition and a second condition 
displaying a plurality of advertisements, such as busi- in which it is at least partially closed. The expansion is 
ness cards 24, menus and the like, with each card facing due to the inherent expanding force caused by rolling it 
in a different respective direction. Advertising display into a tube. This expanding force simultaneously 
means 20 further comprises a single integral transparent 20 pushes, or urges, in an outwardly direction, agamstthe 
cover means which protects the business cards. Cover inside surface 42 of each support member 38, thereby 
means comprises a hollow, vertically disposed tube 12 causing each support member 38 to press against the 
havina a rectangular horizontal cross-section (see FIG. advertisement and inside wall 33 of each side piece 32. 
2) Tube 12 comprises a top end 28, a bottom end 30, a Thus, support members 38 stay in a fixed position 
top piece 26 having a bottom surface 27, a bottom piece 25 against their respective side pieces untd Iplastic sheet 44 
34 having a bottom surface 35, and four (4) walls or side is removed. While the length of tube 44 need only be 
nieces 31 Bottom piece 34 and side pieces 32 form a long enough to permit a resonable expansion inside of 
solid integral unit Top piece 26 is not permanently . tube 12. the height must be at least tall enough to press 
attached to tube 12 so that the support members 38 against the top third of the top support section 41 of 
which hold the cards can be easily removed from tube 30 each support member 38 to ensure that each support 
« 1 through top end 28. Each side piece 32 comprises an member is substantially contiguous against inside wall 
outer surface 31 and an inner surface 33. Alternatively. 33. The purpose of this design is to permit the removal 
top piece 6 is permanently attached to top end 28 and of each support member as quickly as possftte white 
bottom piece 34 is not permanently attached to bottom preventing the support members from faUing backward 
3 3a A long threaded rod is permanently attached at 35 into thecavityofthe tv.be 13. An alternate design could 
one end to the bottom surface 27 of top piece 26 by use slotted means (which is not shown in the drawing) 
threading and glumg the rod end into a small plastic which is attached to the inner walls of each side piece 38 
block which is attached to. bottom surface 27. After the to permit the insertion and removal of each support 
advertisements are placed in tube 12 through the bot- member 38. 

Som endttne tube is placed over and adjacent to bottom 40 Each support member 38 is approxmjately 6, long 
p°£e 34 and the opposite end of the rod is placed by 31" wide and* made out of ngid plastic to ensure 
through a hole in the center of bottom piece 34. The rod durability. Cardboard may be used m place of the plas- 
extends out of the bottom surface of base 14. A nut is tic support members, however, in such a case each 
then used to tighten the rod to secure the tube to the advertisement should be permanently glued thereto. If 
bottom piece 34. The purpose of this alternate design is 45 an advertiser wishes to use two or more support see- 
to make the tube tamper-proof to protect the advertise- tions this can be easily accomplished by deteting one 

enL more support ridges 46 from a support member 38. 

m Tube 12 is rotatably mounted to top surface 15 of base The apparatus is preferably constructed out of a 
14 so that the direction in which a given card faces may transparent plastic material commonly known as "to- 
be changed. Mounting tube 12 to base 14 is accora- 50 cite" plastic. It may be assembled by gluing the indivtd- 
wished by using a "lazy susan" device 17 which com- ual pieces together, or it may be molded by conven- 
prises an upper and lower piece of galvanized steel 19 tional molding techniques into a one piece base and a 
and 21. respectively, which form a hollow tube 23 of a one piece tube. . _ , 

size adapttd to pertnit a plurality of steel ball bearings In the preferred embodiment of the apparatus, twelve 
25 tc . freely rotate therein. Upper piece 19 is bolted to 55 cards are displayed at one tune. Obviously, a longer 
bottom surface 35 of bottom end 34. and the lower piece tube 12 may be used to accommodate more cards; tow- 
21 is bolted to top surface 15 of base 14. Tube 12 is free ever, a four "tier" tube «s the maximum desirable h«ght 
to rotate about base 14 with a minimum of friction so and a two W tube « the minimum desirable height 
that each side of tube 12 may be easily viewed at any Referring to FIG. * there is shown .p«^c 
desUd position by the customer. «0 view of another preferred embodiment of the advert*. 

AduVaHty of support members, or display sections ing display apparatus. This embodiment is commonly 
38 Comprise means for displaying a plurality of adver- referred to as the "X" embodiment for the reason that 
Semite. Each support member is vertically disposed the cover means has an "X" cross-secton. The appara- 
contiguous to a respective inside wall 33 of a side piece tus comprises a substantially flat, circularly-shaped con- 
S.Each support member 38 faces a different respective 65 diment boldmg means 60 ' »»vmg four rectangularly, 
direction when in place in tube 12. Each support mem- shaped radially disposed blocto 64 which are perma- 
ber 38 has an outside surface 40 and an inside surface 42; nently attached to top surface 63 of holding means 60. 
the outside surface 40 facing the inside wall 33 of a Blocks 64 are disposed from a common, centrally lo- 
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cated vertical axis 66, each block being at a 90 degree 
angle relative to the two adjacent blocks. A barrier 
guard 71 is attached to at one or more places on top 
surface 63 to prevent the various condiments from fall- 
ing off holding means 60. 

Cover means 68 is a one-piece transparent unit having 
four vertically disposed transparent sections 70; each 
section comprises two side pieces 72 which are joined at 
the distal end 73. Each side piece 72 extends radially 
from a centrally located vertically disposed axial por- 
tion 67. Each side piece 72 is separated from the other 
by a distance of approximately | inches to permit the 
insertion therein of a support member 74 which is made 
out of rigid plastic or cardboard. Cover means 68 has a 
permanently attached top piece 76 which is glued to top 
end 69 of cover means 68. . Bottom end 75 of each sec- 
tion 70 has an opening 77 to permit the insertion and 
engagement of block 64 when cover means 68 is 
mounted to the condiment holding means. 
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the cylinder permit the bottom and tope ends of each 
support member to be inserted therein. 

Referring to FIG. 1, the size of base 14 is approxi- 
mately 12" long by 5-15/16" wide although the use of 
condiment holding sections is optional. Additionally, 
the size of tube 12 is approximately 4" square by 6J" 
high, but it also may function adequately by showing 
two cards per side to four cards per side rather than 
three cards per side. Obviously, the size and height of 
the tube may vary according to the available area on 
which the display apparatus is used. 

In the "X" embodiment, the condiment holding mem- 
ber has a diameter of approximately 8" and the transpar- 
ent cover has a diameter of approximately 71". The 
height of the transparent cover is approximately 6]" 
and each support member holds six (6) cards. 

In the preferred embodiment of the apparatus, indi- 
vidual business cards are used. One may use, however, 
other suitable advertising means, such as a single card of 



Each business card 78 is glued or otherwise affixed to 20 a size adapted to fit onto the entire area of one side of 



each side of each support member 74 at equally spaced 
distances. Three cards are attached to each side of sup- 
port member 74. Each support member 74 is inserted 
into bottom end opening 77 of each transparent section 
70. After each support member is placed into its respec- 
tive transparent section 70 the entire "X" unit is en- 
gaged with blocks 64 to fix the position of cover means 
68. Holding means 60 is rotatably mounted to a base 65 
using a "lazy susan" device which is similar in function 



the support member. 

The apparatus is reusable, lightweight, easily cleaned, 
simple in design and economical to manufacture. 
The foregoing description and drawing merely ex- 
25 plains and illustrates the invention and the invention is 
not limited thereto, except insofar as the independent 
claims are so limited is those who are skilled in the art 
and have the disclosure before them will be able to 
make modifications and variations therein without de- 



to the ball bearing device previously described for the 30 parting from the scope of the invention. 



•tube" embodiment Screw 80 is used to attach cover 
means 68 to holding means 60. This mounting arrange- 
ment causes holding means 60 and cover means 68 to 
rotate simultaneously about base 65. 

A third embodiment of the advertising display appa- 35 
ratus is shown in FIG. 8. Tube 90 is constructed sub- 
stantially identical to tube 12 shown in FIG. 1. This 
tube, however, is rotatably mounted in a horizontal 
position to condiment holding means 92 by means of a 
long screw 94. The placement and positioning of the 40 
support members and business cards into tube 90 is 
similar to the procedure used in the, "tube" embodiment 
A fourth embodiment of the advertising display appa- 
ratus is shown in FIG. 9. In this embodiment, a plurality 
of transparent sections 102 are each rotatably mounted 45 
at their end portion to support structure 104 about a 
vertically disposed pin 106. One end of pin 106 is rotat- 
ably mounted to support structure 104, and the other 
end is rotatably mounted to condiment holding means 
108. Each transparent section 102 is hollow to permit 50 
the insertion therein of support members 108 which 
have business cards 110 attached to both sides thereof. 

A fifth embodiment of the advertising display appara- 
tus which is not disclosed in the drawing is the "Y" 
embodiment The "Y" embodiment is identical in every 55 
aspect to the "X" embodiment except that the cross-sec- 
tional of the transparent cover means is in the shape of 
aT. 

A sixth embodiment of the advertising display appa- 
ratus which is not disclosed in the drawing is the "cylin- 60 
drical" embodiment In this embodiment the advertising 
display means is in the shape of a hollow, vertically 
disposed cylinder which is rotatably mounted to condi- 
ment holding means as described in the description of 
the "tube" embodiment The area of the inside surface 65 
of the cylinder is of a size adapted to permit four sup- 
port members to be placed adjacent thereto. Slotted 
means along the perimeter of the bottom and top ends of 



What is claimed is: 

1. In combination: 
abase; 

means on said base for holding condiments; 

a plurality of support members on said base, each 

support member facing in a different respective 

direction; 

means for mounting at least one advertisement on 
each of said support members; 

means mounting said support members for movement 
relative to said base to change the direction in 
which a given advertisement faces; 

a hollow, transparent tube having a plurality of walls 
and constituting transparent cover means for en- 
closing and protectively covering said support 
members; ' 

each support member and its respective advertise- 
ment facing a respective wall on said transparent 
tube; and, 

a resilient, strip-like member located within said tube 
and resiliency deformable between an expanded, 
open first condition and a second condition in 
which said strip-like member is at least partially 
closed for urging the advertisment on each support 
member toward its respective wall on the transpar- 
ent tube. 

2. In the combination of claim 1: 

means removably mounting said cover means relative 
to said support members. 

3. In the combination of claim 1 wherein each support 
member comprises: 

a plurality of display sections each comprising means 
for displaying an advertisement facing in the same 
direction. 

4. In the combination of claim 1 wherein said condi- 
ment holding means comprises: 

a plurality of condiment holding sections separated 
from each other by said tube. 
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5. In the combination of claim 1 wherein each support 
member comprises: 

means for removably mounting said advertisements. 

6. In the combination of claim 1 wherein: 

said support members are vertically disposed each 5 
facing in a different respective direction; 

means on each of said support members for mounting 
a plurality of advertisements, one above the other; 
and, 

a vertically disposed, transparent cover means for 10 
protectively covering the advertisements on all of 
said plurality of support members. 

7. In the combination of claim 6 wherein: 

said transparent cover means is a single integral mem- 
ber. 

8. In the combination of claim 6 wherein: 
one of (a) said cover means and (b) a support member 

is removable relative to the other. 

9. In the combination of claim 6: 
said cover means comprises a tube having a rectangu- 
lar horizontal cross-section; 

said plurality of support members are disposed on the 
inside of said tube, there being one support member 
facing each of the four walls of said tube; 

said mounting means for the advertisements com- 
prises means for mounting said advertisements 
between a respective support member and the cor- 
responding tube wall toward which said support 
member faces; and 

said strip-like member normally urging each of said 
support members towards its correspondent tube 
wall 

.10. In the combination of claim 9 wherein: 

each support member has an outside surface, facing 35 

its corresponding tube wall, and an inside surface; 

and, 

said strip-like member comprises means pressing out- 
wardly against the inside surface of each support 
member. 40 

11. A combination as recited in claim 1 wherein 
said support members are separate and discrete from 

said resilient strip-like member and each support 
member is located between said resilient strip-like 
member and a respective wall on the transparent 45 
tube. 

12. A combination as recited in claim 4 wherein: 
said resilient strip-like member has a substantially 

cylindrical configuration when it is in its second 
condition. 50 
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13. A combination as recited in claim 12 wherein: 
said hollow tube has a polygonal configuration; and, 
a support member faces each side of the polygon. 

14. In combination: 
abase; 

means on said base for holding condiments; 

a plurality of support members on said base, each 

support member facing in a different respective 

direction; 

means for mounting at least one advertisement on 
each of said support members, said advertisement 
mounted thereon; 

means mounting said support members for movement 
relative to said base to change the direction in 
which a given advertisement faces; 

a vertically disposed transparent cover means for 
protectively covering the advertisements on all of 
said plurality of support members; 

a plurality of support members arranged in a radial 
disposition from a common, centrally located axis, 
each support member extending at a 90 degree 
angle relative to the two adjacent support mem- 
bers; 

said transparent cover means comprising a plurality 
of transparent sections each protectively covering 
a respective one of said support members; 

said transparent sections extending radially from a 
centrally located, vertically disposed axial portion; 

means detachably mounting said cover means on said 
condiment holding means; 

means mounting said condiment holding means for 
rotation about said vertical axis, relative to said 
base; and, 

said means mounting said display means comprising 
means for securing together said support members, 

said transparent cover sections, and 

said condiment holding means for rotation about said 
vertical axis, relative to said base, as a unit 

15. In the combination of claim 14 wherein: 

one of (a) said cover means and (b) said support mem- 
bers is removable relative to the other when the 
cover means is detached from said condiment hold- 
ing means. 

16. In the combination of claim 14 and comprising: 
means on said condiment holding means for engaging 

each of said vertically disposed transparent cover 
sections, at the bottom of said section, to fix the 
position of said cover sections on the condiment 
holding means. 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

An advertising display apparatus comprising a base, 
means on the base for holding condiments, a plurality of 
support members on the base, each facing in a different 
respective direction, means for mounting at least one 
advertisement on each support member, means mount- 
ing the support members for movement relative to the 
base to change the direction in which a given advertise- 
ment faces. 

A hollow, transparent tube having a plurality of walls 
constitutes transparent cover means for enclosing and 
protectively covering the support members. Each sup- 
port member and its respective advertisement faces a 
respective wall on the tube. A resilient, strip-like mem- 
ber is located within the tube and is resiliently deform- 
able between an expanded, open first condition and a 
second condition in which it is at least partially closed 
for urging the advertisement toward its respective wall 
on the tube. The apparatus is preferably displayed on 
restaurant tables so that customers can view the adver- 
tisements during their meal. 

The tube is of a size which preferably accommodates 
twelve business cards; three cards per support member. 

14 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures 
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These and other advantages of the invention will 
ADVERTISING DISPLAY APPARATUS become apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art 

with reference to the further detailed description of this 
This is a continuation-in-part of application Ser. No. invention. 

fhVhy* 1 * ^ * 1982 * U& N °" 5 DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

4,432,151. 

MW _ „ FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the vertically disposed 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION tubc iht advertising display apparatus; 

1. Field of the Invention FIG. 2 is an elevational, partial sectional view along 
The apparatus of the subject invention pertains to an '0 Line 2 — 2 of FIG. I; and, 

advertising display device with a plurality of advertise- FIG. 3 is a partial perspective view of the resilient 
inents facing in different respective directions. The striplike means which comprises four hingedly con- 
apparatus is preferably used on restaurant tables, so that nected support panels. 

the advertisements or menus can be viewed by custom- DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

ers during their meal. px/Trodtmfnt 

2. Description of the Prior Art EMBODIMENT 

Restaurant customers are a "captive" audience for Referring to FIG. 1, there is shown a perspective 

most types of advertisement media while they wait for view of the preferred embodiment of the advertising 

and eat their food. It is not unusual to find on restaurant display apparatus. The apparatus comprises a substan- 

tables paper displays for soft drinks and the like, and 20 daily flat, rectangularly shaped base 14 having a top 

even placemats containing information to read or puz- surface 15. Base 14 also comprises a plurality of condi- 

zles to solve. ment holding means or sections 16 which are separated 

Nowhere has there been provided in restaurants an from each other on either end of said base by advertis- 

advertising display apparatus which compactly adver- ing display means 20. Condiment holding means 16 can 

Uses the services and products of a plurality of busi- hold sugar, salt, pepper and the like: Obviously, any 

nesses on each table. If such 8 devise were available, the number of condiment holding sections can be provided 

"captive** audience would become a hugh market for on the base depending upon the size of the base. Four 

products and services. Obviously, restaurant owners as short legs 9 may be attached to bottom surface 11 of 

well as the advertisers could greatly benefit from the ^ base 14; however, the use of the legs are optional, 

use of such an apparatus. Advertising display means 20 comprises means for 

„ w ^^^ V ^^ T displaying a plurality of advertisements, such as busi- 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION ness cards 24, menus (not shown) and the like, Advertis- 

An advertising display apparatus comprising a base, ing display means 20 further comprises a single integral 

means on the base for holding condiments, a plurality of 35 transparent cover means which encloses and protects 

support members on the base, each facing in a different the business cards. Cover means comprises a hollow, 

respective direction, means for mounting at least one vertically disposed tube 12 having a plurality of walls 

advertisement on each support member, means mount- and having a rectangular horizontal cross-section. Tube 

ing the support members for movement relative to the 12 comprises a top end 28, a bottom end 30, a top piece 
base to change the direction in which a given advertise- 40 26 having a bottom surface 27, a bottom piece 34 having 

ment faces. a bottom surface 35, and four (4) side pieces 32. Top 

A hollow, transparent tube having a plurality of walls piece 26 and side pieces 32 form a solid integral unit 

constitutes transparent cover means for enclosing and Top piece 26 is permanently attached to tube 12. E a c h 

protectively covering the support members. Each sup- side piece 32 comprises an outer surface 31 and an inner 
port member and its respective advertisement faces a 45 surface 33. Bottom piece 34 is permanently attached 

respective wall on the tube. A resilient, strip-like mem* with rivots 47 to a metal "lazy susan" device 17. A long 

ber is located within the tube and is resiliently deform- threaded rod 25 is permanently attached at one end to 

able between an expanded, open first condition and a the bottom surface 27 of top piece 26 by threading and 

second condition in which it is at least partially closed gluing rod end 29 into a small plastic block 31 which i 
for urging the advertisement toward its respective wall 50 glued to the bottom surface 27. 

on the tube. A plurality of support members, or panels 38, are 

The apparatus of the subject invention may be used each hingedly conne ct ed to at least one other panel, 

without the base condiment holding means. In the pre- there being a panel for each wall on the tube and each 

ferred embodiment of the apparatus, each support mem- panel faces in a different respective direction. The pan- 
ber comprises three to four display sections. Each dis- 55 els comprise means for displaying a plurality of adyer- 

play section holds one business card. Thus, the appara- tisements. Each panel 38 is vertically disposed contigu- 

tus is capable of simultaneously displaying twelve to ous to a respective inside wall 33 of a side piece 32. 

sixteen business cards. Any number of cards is theoreti- Each panel 38 faces a different respective direction 

cally possible to use with each support member; how- when in place in tube 12. Each panel 38 has an outside 
ever, it is desirable to use no less than two cards, and no 60 surface 40. The outside surface 40 faces the inside wall 

more than four cards for each support member. In addi- 33 of a respective side piece 32. E ac h panel comprises 

tion, a single card, advertisement of menu could be means for mounting at least one advertisement and 

attached to a support member. comprises a plurality of display sections 46. The display 

The size of the base is approximately 12i" long by sections are formed by a plurality of ridges 45 which 
6§" wide. The size of the tube is approximately 4" 65 comprise means for displaying an advertisement facing 

square by 6 J" high, using three cards per support mem- in the same direction. Thus, a standard sized business 

ber. The apparatus is reusable, lightweight, easy to card can fit between any two ridges. The cards may be 

clean, simple in design, and economical to manufacture, removed and replaced with other cards without remov- 
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ever, a four "tier" tube is the maximum desirable height 
and a two "tier'* tube is the minimum desirable height. 

Referring to FIG. 1, the size of base 14 is approxi- 
mately 12i" long by 6§" wide although the use of condi- 
ment holding sections is optional, which would then 
shorten the length of the base. Additionally, the size of 
tube 12 is approximately 4" square by 6i" high, but it 
also may function adequately by showing two cards per 
side to four cards per side rather than three cards per 
side. Obviously, the size and height of the tube may 
vary according to the available area on which the dis- 
play apparatus is used. 

In the preferred embodiment of the apparatus, indi- 
vidual business cards are used. One may use, however, 
other suitable advertising means, such as a single card of 
a size adapted to fit onto the entire area of one side of 
the support member. 

The apparatus is reusable, lightweight, easily cleaned, 
simple in design and economical to manufacture. 

The foregoing description and drawing merely ex- 
plains and illustrates the invention and the invention is 
not limited thereto, except insofar as the independent 
claims are so limited is those who are skilled in the art 
and have the disclosure before them will be able to 
make modifications and variations therein without de- 



ing the remaining cards. The cards are removably 
mounted to each section 46 with "artist's" glue. 

The plurality of support members or panels 38 are 
incorporated or integrated into a strip-like means or 
member for urging the advertisement on each support 
member toward its respective wall on the tube. The 
sheet of rigid, but resiliently deformable plastic is de- 
formable between an open first condition and a second 
condition in which the strip is at least partially closed, 
when it is placed inside the tube cavity. The strip-like 
member comprises at least one inside panel 52 and a pair 
of end panels 51* each end panel having an unconnected 
outer edge and an inner edge connected to an inside 
panel. End panels 51 are joined to inside panels 52 at 
edges 53. Inside panels 52 are joined at edge 54. The 
expansion of the strip when it is within the tube is due to 
the inherent expanding force in the panels when the 
edges 53 and 54 are made by bending a straight strip at 
edges 53 and 54. This expanding force simultaneously J(J 
pushes, or urges each panel, in an outwardly direction 
against the inside surface 33 of each wall 32. Thus, 
when panels 38 are mounted in the tube, they stay in a 
fixed position against their respective side walls until 

they are removed through the bottom end 30 of tube 12 ^ 

for movement relative to the base to change the direc- Lrting from the scope of the invention. 

tion in which a given advertisement faces, and they ^ -- 

comfonn substantially to the shape of the tube when it 
is in the second condition. The outer edge of end panels 
51 arc substantially adjacent to each other when the ^ 
strip-like member is in its second partially closed posi- 
tion. After the panels are placed in tube 12, the tube is 
placed over and adjacent to bottom piece 34 and rod 
end 37 is placed through hole 39 in the center of the 
bottom piece 34. Two nuts 41 are then used to secure 35 
the tube to bottom piece 34. The purpose of this design 
is to make the tube relatively tamper-proof. 

Tube 12 is rotatably mounted to top surface 15 of base 
14 so that the direction in which a given card faces may 
be easily changed. Mounting tube 12 to base 14 is ac- 40 
complished by using a "lazy susan" device 17 which 
comprises an upper and lower piece of galvanized steel 
19 and 21, respectively, which form a hollow tube 23 of 
a size adapted to permit a plurality of steel ball bearings 
43 to freely rotate therein. Upper piece 19 is bolted to 45 
bottom surface 35 of bottom end 34, and the lower piece 
21 is bolted to top surface 15 of base 14. Tube 12 is free 
to rotate about base 14 with a minimum of friction so 
that each side of tube 12 may be easily viewed at any 
desired position by the customer. 

The strip-like panel or member is approximately 141" 
long by 6i" wide and is made out of rigid plastic to 
ensure durability. Each panel is approximately 3|" wide 
and each section is approximately 2|"X3|". Cardboard 
may be used in place of the plastic support members, 55 
however, in such a case each advertisement should be 
permanently glued thereto. If an advertiser wishes to 
use two or more support sections this can be easily 
accomplished by deleting one more support ridges 46 
from a support member 38. 

The apparatus is preferably constructed out of a plas- 
tic material Lucite TM . It may be assembled by gluing 
the individual pieces together, or it may be molded by 
conventional molding techniques into a one piece base 
and/or a one piece tube. 

In the preferred embodiment of the apparatus, twelve 
cards are displayed at one time. Obviously, a longer 
tube 12 may be used to accommodate more cards; how- 
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What is claimed is: 

1. In combination: 
a base; 

a plurality of support members, removably mounted 
on said base, each support member facing in a dif- 
ferent respective direction; 
means for mounting at least one advertisement on 

each of said support members; 
means mounting said support members for movement 
relative to said base to change the direction in 
which a given advertisement faces; 
a hollow, transparent tube having a plurality of walls 
and constituting transparent cover means for en- 
closing and protectively covering said support 
members; 

each support member and its respective advertise- 
ment facing a respective wall on said transparent 
tube; 

said support members, when attached together, form 
a resilient, strip-like member having a first outer 
edge and a second outer edge; and, 
said resilient, strip-like member is located within said 
tube and is resiliently deformable between an ex- 
panded, open first condition and a second condi- 
tion in which said first edge and said second edge 
are substantially adjacent to each other and said 
strip-like member is at least partially closed for 
urging the advertisement toward its respective wall 
on the transparent tube. 

2. A combination as recited in claim 1, and further 
comprising: 

means on said base for holding condiments. 

3. A combination as recited in claim 2, wherein said 
condiment holding means comprises: 

a plurality of condiment holding sections separated 
from each other by said tube. 

4. A combination as recited in claim 1 and further 
comprising: 

means removably mounting said cover means relative 
to said support members. 

5. A combination as recited in claim 1 wherein said 
resilient strip-like member comprises: 
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a plurality of panels each hingedly connected to at 
least one of other panel, there being a panel for 
each wall on said transparent tube. 

6. A combination as recited in claim 5, wherein: 

said plurality of panels comprises at least one inside 3 
panel and a pair of end panels, each end panel hav- 
ing an unconnected outer edge and an inner edge 
connected to an inside panel. 

7. A combination as recited in claim 6, wherein:; 
said resilient strip-like member conforms substantially 

to the shape of said hollow tube when the strip-like 
member is in its second condition. 

8. In the combination as recited in claim 5, wherein 
each panel comprises: J5 

a plurality of display sections, each section compris- 
ing means for displaying an advertisement facing in 
the same direction 

9. A combination as recited in claim 5, wherein each 
panel comprises: 20 

at least one display section comprising means for 
displaying an advertisement 

10. A combination as recited in claim 5, wherein each 
panel comprises: 

means for removably mounting said advertisements, 25 

11. A combination as recited in claim 5, wherein: 



6 

each panel is vertically disposed and faces in a differ- 
ent respective direction; 

means on each of said panels for mounting a plurality 
of advertisements, one above the other; and, 

a vertically disposed, transparent cover means for 
protectively covering the advertisements on all of 
said plurality of panels. 

12. A combination as recited in claim 11: 

said cover means comprises a tube having a rectangu- 
lar horizontal cross-section; 

said plurality of panels are disposed on the inside of 
said tube, there being one panel facing each of the 
four walls of said tube; 

said mounting means for the advertisements com- 
prises means for mounting said advertisements 
between a respective panel and the corresponding 
tube wall toward which said panel faces; and, 

said strip-like member normally urging each of said 
panels toward its correspondent tube wall. 

13. A combination as recited in claim 1, wherein: 
said transparent cover means is a single integral mem- 
ber. 

14. A combination as recited in claim 1, wherein said 
cover means and said strip-like member are movable 
relative to the other. 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

A self-stabilizing floating cooler. The cooler includes a 
pair of upstanding, opposed end panels and elongated 
side panels extending therebetween to form a contigu- 
ous wall. A lid and a bottom panel are provided, and a 
floor panel is disposed between the lid and the bottom 
panel to define upper and lower compartments. The 
upper compartment is thermally insulated, and float 
members are detachably affixed to the side panels adja- 
cent the floor panel exteriorly thereof. Perforations are 
provided in the lower compartment for filling the lower 
compartment with water to buoyantly stabilize the 
cooler in an upright position when the cooler is placed 
on water. Perforations also permit draining the water 
from the lower compartment when the cooler is re- 
moved from water. 

27 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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between the end and side panels and a floor extends 
SELF-STABILIZING FLOATING COOLER between the end and side panels to define therewith an 

upper storage compartment disposed between the floor 
L FIELD OF THE INVENTION panel and the lid. A lower compartment is disposed 

2. BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 10 the side panels adjacent the floor panel exteriorly 
The use of personal floatation devices such as inflat- thereof. Means are also provided for filling the lower 
able life rafts or surning rafts is a popular recreational compartment with water to maintain the cooler man 
pastime. In conjunction with the use thereof, it is fre- upright position when the cooler is placed in water. The 
quently desired to carry provisions for food or drink filling means also serves as draining means to dram the 
maintained at a temperature below or above ambient It 15 water from the lower compartment when the cooler is 
is known to use insulated coolers that are removably removed from the water. The insulating means prefera- 
attached to the raft 'or other floatation device. How- bly includes insulated material constituting, or affixed to 
ever, coolers heretofore known are generally unstable . at least the floor panel and the end and side panels be- 
in the water. Such coolers will frequently take on wa- tween the floor panel and the lid. The lid, the floor 
ter, particularly in rough water, which leaks into the 20 panel, and the end and side panels therebetween may 
interior of the cooler, and may even tip over and lose include a thermally insulated material. The lid is prefer* 
their contents. ably hinged between the and panels. The filling and 

Accordingly, there is a need for a floating cooler draining means preferably includes perforations in the 
which is self-stabilizing even in rough water and which ^ and/or side panels disposed between the floor panel 
retains its contents in an upright position while main- 25 m ^ ^ bottom panel Preferably, the bottom panel is 
taming a cool interior temperature. also perforated. The cooler may further include means 

3. SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION ^P 0 "* ' m u PPf compartment for restraining 

movement of items placed therein, and especially to 

The present invention provides a floating cooler maintain the items spaced away from the side panels, 
which is self-stabilizing to inhibit listing and tipping 30 ^ rest raining means may be bumpers disposed adja- 
over. The cooler of the present invention retains its cent ^ side panclSi especially disposed adjacent the 
contents in a relative upright posmon whfle mamtammg floQr ^ side panels for maintaining beverage cans 
an interior temperature which is cooler or warmer than a i ong itudinal centerline. of the compartment 
ambient. 

In its broadest aspect, the invention provides a self- 35 4. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
stabilizing floating cooler. The cooler has a floor and a b a perspective view of a floating cooler ac- 

contiguous wall extending verocaUy therefrom made of the present invention, 

an insulated matenal to define a storage cavity^A cham- 8 cross-sectional view of the cooler seen in 

ber is formed beneath the floor containing perforations , ... 

Sallowing the passage of water and air therethrough. 40 FIG.* 

The chamber fills with water when^e^lerb placed gg; J J J JJ J^J 0 ™ ^ ^ 
therein to stabilize flotation thereof. The chamber is ' , " , . , . . * . „„ . . . m .-v-j 
drainable of water when the cooler is removed there- cooler of FIG. 1 « «^P<* "> be remove "V ^ched. 
from. The cooler further includes flotation means FIG. S ts a perspective view of another embodiment 
Sited on the wall. To enhance stability, the chamber 4J of a floating cooler according to the present mventton. 
£££y has a depth that is at least one Aird as that of FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the cooler of FIG. 
the cavity, and especially one half. A lid may be pro- 5. 

vided for engaging an upper end of the wall to enclose 5 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

the cavity. The wall is preferably rectangular and in- PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

eludes a pair of opposed end sections and a pair of op- 50 . 
posed, elongated sides. The floatation means desirably . ™ w » * c fi ^ rcs w * er ' m llkc .P«J 

Lludes first and second elongated float members at- indicated by hke reference numerals, the cooler 10 has 
tached to the sides. The float members are preferably an upper compartment. 12 and a lower compartment 13. 
removably attached to the sides, e.g. with pressure sen- The upper compartoent 12 has a floor 14, opposed 
sitive adhering synthetic material such as VELCRO 55 longitudinal sides 16a,ltt and opposed ends 1&U86. 
adhesive strips. The float members may be hollow, or The ends 1&U86 and the sides 16a,16* form a contigu- 
constructed of a buoyant material such as, for example, ous wall extending vertically upward from the floor 14. 
cork, foamed plastic such as polystyrene, polyvinyl- The upper compartment 12 is sealed at the upper ends 
chloride, and the like. The lid is preferably sealingly of this wall by lid 20. The floor 14, the sides 16a,166, the 
engageable with the upper end of the wall to form an 60 ends 18a,186 and the lid 20 are insulated to provide 
essentially water tight closure therewith. thermal retention in the sealed compartment 12 for the 

In another aspect the invention provides a self-stabil- storage of items desired to be kept above or below the 
izing floating cooler. The cooler includes a pair of up- ambient temperature. 

standing opposed end panels, and a pair of upstanding, The lower compartment 13 extends below the floor 
opposed, elongated side panels extending therebetween 65 14 and is defined by opposed ends 22a,226, opposed 
to form a contiguous wall therewith. A lid is provided elongated sides 24o,24&, and bottom panel 26. The side 
for engaging upper ends of the panels, at least a portion walls 24a,24fc and/or the ends 22a,226 contain perfora- 
of the lid being removable. A bottom panel extends tioris 28 adjacent the floor 14 for the influx and draining 



4,927,041 

3 * 

of water from the compartment 13. If desired, perfora- inward peripheral Up 38 which isdeagned to fit snugly 
tions 28 could alternatively or additionally be provided between the walls 16c,166,18a,186. The hd may be one 
in bottom panel 26. Floatation means 30a,305 are affixed continuous, rigid member, but is preferably hinged by 
to the sides 16o,166 respectively. hinges 40 as best seen in FIG. 1. The hinges 1 40 ^permit 

An important aspect of the present invention is that 3 one side 42 or the other side 44 of the aid 20 to be 
the floor 14 is positioned between the lid 20 and the opened while the other side remains closed. The side 42 
bottom panel 26 such that the depth of the lower com- or the side 44 may be formed integral with the adjacent 
partment 13 is sufficient to assist in maintaining the sides 16a,166 and end 18a or 186, may fit snugly as 
cooler 10 is an upright position when the lower cham- mentioned above or may be latched to the adjacent end 
ber 13 is filled with water, and the depth thereof is 10 i&und/or 186. 

preferably one third to one half or more of the depth of The floatation members 30o,306 provide buoyancy 
the upper compartment. When the cooler 10 is placed in along the sides 16a,166, respectively. The floatation 
water, the lower compartment 13 fills with water which members 30a,306 may be pontoons, Le. hollow mem- 
enters through the perforations 28 which perforations bers, or may be manufactured of a buoyant material 
also allow for the exit of air displaced by the entering IS u a foamed plastic or cork. The floatation mem* 
water. Filling of the lower compartment 13 with water bers 30a,306 are preferably detachably affixed to the 
provides thus a weighting of the lower portion of the respective sides 16o,166, for example, by providing 
cooler 10 and stability in the water. Generally, the VELCRO adhesive strips 40,42 attached to the floata- 
larger the volume of the compartment 13 relative to ^on device 30a and 306 and the side 16a,166, respec- 
that of the compartment 12, more stability of the cooler 20 t j ve jy i fa this manner, the cooler 10 may be made at- 
10 when floating in the water. The perforations 28, or tachable to a life raft 36 having a recess 44 formed in the 
other suitable means for allowing entry and drainage of contour thereof for receiving the cooler 10 at a similar 
water between the compartment 13 and exterior of the VELCRO adhesive strip 48 which mates with the 
cooler 10, should be sized and provided is number suffi- VELCRO adhesive strip 42 of the cooler 10, as best 
cient to permit entry of the water into the compartment 25 jd,,^,^ m piG. 4. 

13, and conversely, drainage of the water from the jjj e cooler 10 may be constructed by conventional 
compartment 13 when the cooler is removed fro™ techniques in the art. For example, the upper compart- 

water. On the other hand, the perforations 28 should be ment -j ^ ^ maiie by manufacturing the walls 
sized and numbered such that water from chamber 13 is 16a l6b> th c cn< js i8o,186. and the floor 14 in one mold- 
not too rapidly drained therefrom else the stabilizing 30 . operation> by forming the lower cavity 13, Le. the 
effect of the water-ruled chamber 13 will not be real- ^ 2 t a a4b,22a,22b and the bottom panel 26. in an- 
ized. The cooler 10 is made more readily portable by othw molding operation, and then attaching the bottom 
removing the weight of the water from cavity 13 by (Q (he top tecttal ^ adhcsiveSj thermal fu- 

drainage thereof through perforations 28. . of ^ ^ ^^^1^ for example, the exterior 

If desired, a door or a port, or other amfl ai means, 35 rf ^ cooler w u ^ waUj 16<Iil6M8a , lte ,. 
may also be formed m one of the ends 22o,226 or the 22a.22bJAaJAb and the bottom 26 may be formed from 
sides 24oJU> of the lower compartment 13 for theintro- • ^Jf^idth, remaining dements affixed thereto, 
duction into and removal from the lower compartment member 14 and insulated mate- 

13 of live bait or other objects desired to be submerged £8 J* ^ shdL 

in water. , _ , . in i n another preferred embodiment, bumpers 50 are 

The insulated structund member of ^cooler 10. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ bumpers 50 

the floor 14, the ends 16«,166, the sides 18«,186 and Uie V ^ m At upper compart- 

lid 20 n»y convemenUy *° 0 ^£* mc ™^ ^ l? along a longimdtoal centerUne thereof, spaced 
core mateml 32 ^ dwch ^ tw " n ^ n ^°, r „ away from the walU 16o,166. This serves to further 
panel 34 and an interior panel 36 as best seen m FIG. 2. 45 ^ uihibitmg shifting 

In this embodiment, the £"1™^ J 2 contents from one side to the other. In a partici 
be an insulative material such as cork, one or more ° embodiment the space between the bum- 

foamed p£uc*e. g polystyrene^ ffS^SSSli ISttSum* to accommodate a beverage con- 
mS^Sb^ 50 LersuchasacanorbotUe52asmu^tedmFI^ 

c^leTlO The external panel 34 and the internal panel Alternatively, vertical [partitions may be provided in the 
aTsSve to protect the core material 32 from the water, compartment 12 for this » P"P«V . 
amnhe exterior and interior panels 34,36 may be con- In using . the cooler 10, the contents m the compart- 
s^Sed any structurally rigid material which is im- ment U wul be warmer or cooler than amb.ent temper- 
rSvious to water, such as, for example, polystyrene. 55 ature .as , desired. Where a cooler than ambient t^pera- 
pXropy»««. Polyethylene, and the like. |»re » desired for U»e con tents of the compartment U 

The length of the side panels 16a,166 is preferably ice or other coolant material may be added thereto as is 
relatively greater than the width of the end panels conventional in the ice chest art. The cooler 10 is gener- 
18o V It has been found that when the length of the ally filled with the desired items placed in the compart- 
side panels 18o,186 is at least three to four times as great «0 ment 12, and subsequently placed in the water. Initially, 
as the width of the end panels 18o,186, the stability of the cooler 10 may list to one side or the other untd the 
the cooler 10 is enhanced. Generally, the greater the lower compartment 13 fills with water and stabilizes the 
leneth of the cooler 10 relative to its width, the better cooler in an upright position, assisted by the floatation 
the floatation stability of the cooler 10. members 30a,306. The device may further be attached 

The lid 20 desirably is securely affixed to the cooler 65 to a personal floatation device as described herein- 
10 at the upper ends of the end panel 18o,186 and the above, allowed to float freely, or tethered to an anchor, 
side panels 16a,166. The lid 20 may be secured to the or person, or another floating or fixed object in or adja- 
walls 16o,166,18a,186 by latches, or by providing an cent the water. 
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In an alternate embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 
6, the cooler 100 is constructed similarly to the cooler 
10 illustrated in FIGS. 1-4. In this embodiment, how- 
ever, the sidewalls 102 taper inwardly from the top 104 
toward the bottom 106. The floatation members 108 are 
formed integral with the wall 102 and extend longitudi- 
nally on either side of the cooler 100. The bumpers 110 
are vertically stepped to form a relatively narrow longi- 
tudinal changed at a lower portion thereof, and a rela- 
tively wider longitudinal channel towards the upper 
portion thereof. This design of the cooler 100 is adapted 
for relatively larger coolers than the embodiment de- 
scribed in reference to FIGS. 1-4. The tapered walls 
102 and the peripherally positioned float members 108 
serve to provide additional buoyancy and stability as 
the bulk and weight of the contents in upper compart- 
ment 112 of the cooler 100 increase. In addition, the 
bumpers 110 function to assist a more central longitudi- 
nal disposition of the contents in the compartment 112 
for greater stability whirl, floating in the water. 

Having described the invention above by way of 
illustration, various modifications in the size, shape, 
materials, methods of construction and use will occur to 
those skilled in the art. It is intended that all such varia- 
tions which fall within the scope and spirit of the ap- 
pended claims be embraced thereby. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A self-stabilizing floating cooler, comprising: 
a floor and contiguous wall extending vertically 3Q 

therefrom made of an insulated material to define a 

storage cavity; 
a chamber for containing water formed beneath said 

floor, said chamber having perforations substan- 



10 



15 



20 



25 



12. The cooler of claim 11, wherein the float members 
are affixed adjacent the upper ends of the sides. 

13. The cooler of claim 12, wherein the float members 
are fixedly attached. 

14. The cooler of claim 1, wherein the chamber in- 
cludes means for introducing live bait thereinto and 
removing the live bait therefrom. 

15. A self-stabilizing floating cooler, comprising: 
a pair of upstanding, opposed end panels; 
upstanding, opposed elongated side panels extending 

between said end panels to form a contiguous wall 
therewith; 

a lid for engaging upper ends of said panels, at least a 

portion of said lid being removable; 
a bottom panel extending between said end and side 

panels; 

a floor panel extending between said end and side 
panels to define therewith an upper storage com- 
partment disposed between said floor panel and 
said lid, and a lower compartment disposed be- 
tween said floor panel and said bottom panel, 
wherein said lower compartment has a depth at 
least one third that of said upper compartment; 
means for thermally insulating said upper compart- 
ment; • 

floating members affixed to said side panels adjacent 

said floor panel exteriorly thereof; and 
means for filling -said lower compartment with water 
to buoyantly stabilize the cooler in an upright posi- 
tion when the cooler is placed in water, and for 
d rainin g said water from said lower compartment 
when the cooler removed from water. 
16. The cooler of claim 15, wherein said insulating 
means includes an insulative material constituting or 



floor, saio cnamoer iiuvuig pcnwnuuua a«w»ir means memoes an insuiauve material consuiuung or 
dally adjacent said floor for allowing the passage of 35 affixed to at least said floor panel and said end and side 

nrtA otr th«»r»tVir/Mloh U/VlPrPin the chamber X, n t^. nnrt r-niA flstnr **q*ia1 onH ftfliri IiH 



water and air therethrough, wherein the chamber 
fills with water when the cooler is placed therein to 
stabilize floatation thereof wherein said chamber 
has a depth at least one third that of said storage 
cavity and wherein the chamber is drainable of 40 
water when the cooler is removed therefrom; and 
floatation means mounted on said walL 

2. The cooler of claim 1 wherein the chamber has a 
depth at least as great as that of said cavity. 

3. The cooler of claim 1, further comprising a lid for 45 
engaging an upper end of said wall to enclose said cav- 
ity. 

4. The cooler of claim 1, wherein said wall is rectan- 
gular and includes a pair of opposed end sections and a 
pair of opposed, elongated sides. 50 

5. The cooler of claim 4, wherein the floatation means 
include a first and second elongated float members at- 
tached to said sides. 

6. The cooler of claim 5, wherein the float members 
are removably attached. 55 

7. The cooler of claim 6, wherein the float members 
are removably attached with pressure sensitive adher- 
ing synthetic strips. 

8. The cooler of claim 5, wherein the float members 
are hollow. 60 

9. The cooler of claim 5, wherein the float members 
are constructed of buoyant material. . 

10. The cooler of claim 3, wherein the lid is sealingly 
engageable with the upper end of the wall to form an 
essentially water-tight closure therewith. 65 

11. The cooler of claim 5, wherein the sides are 
slanted inwardly from an upper end of the wall toward 
the floor. 



panels between said floor panel and said lid. 

17. The cooler qf claim 15, wherein said lid, said floor 
panel, and said end and side panels therebetween in- 
clude a thermally insulative material. 

18. The cooler of claim 15, wherein the lid is hinged 
between said end panels, 

19. The cooler of claim 15, wherein said filling and 
draining means includes perforations in said end and/or 
said side panels disposed between said floor panel and 
said bottom panel. 

20. The cooler of claim 19, wherein said bottom panel 
is perforated. 

21. The cooler of claim 15, further including means 
disposed in said upper compartment for restraining 
movement of items placed therein. 

22. The cooler of claim 21, wherein said restraining 
means maintains said items spaced away from said side 
panels. 

23. The cooler of claim 22 wherein said restraining 
means includes bumpers disposed adjacent said side 
panels. 

24. The cooler of claim 15, further comprising op- 
posed longitudinal bumpers disposed adjacent said floor 
and said side panels for maintaining horizontally dis- 
posed beverage car's or bottles along the longitudinal 
center line of said upper compartment. 

25. A self-stabilizing cooler comprising: 

a floor and a contiguous wall extending vertically 
therefrom made of an insulating material to define 
a storage cavity; 
a lid for engaging said contiguous wall opposite said 
floor, 

float members affixed to said contiguous wall; 
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a chamber for containing water formed beneath said 
floor, said chamber having perforations substan- 
tially adjacent said floor for allowing the passage of 
water and air therethrough, wherein said chamber ^ 
Mils with water when the cooler is placed in water 
to stabilize flotation thereof, and wherein said 
chamber is drainable of water when the cooler is 
removed from water. 
26. A self-stabilizing floating cooler as recited in 10 

claim 23 wherein said float members are attachable to 

and detachable from said contiguous wall. 

15 



20 



8 

27. A self-stabilizing cooler comprising: 

a floor and a contiguous wall extending vertically 

therefrom made of an insulating material to define 

a storage cavity; 
a lid for engaging said contiguous wall opposite said 

floor; 

float members affixed to said contiguous wall; 
a ballast containing chamber formed beneath said 
floor, 

means for filling and draining said ballast containing 
chamber. 
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ABSTRACT 



A glow cup system with illumination capabilities. A con- 
tainer of a material which is deformable upon the application 
of pressure by a user's band. The container is formed with 
an open top and a closed bottom and a side wall between the 
top and bottom. The side wall has a cylindrical wall extend- 
ing from a location adjacent to the top downwardly to a 
location adjacent to the bottom and radially exterior of the 
side wall and with a circular member to form a seal at the 
bottom of the outer wall to totally close the space between 
the side wall an the outer wall. An insert of a plastic material 
is located within the space with an inner surface in proximity 
to the outer surface of the side wall. A recess is formed along 
one vertical extent and between the insert and a side wall. A 
fracturable ampule is vertically oriented within ihe recess 
and contains a first chemiluminescent fluid. A second chemi- 
luminescent fluid is positionable within the space and is 
adapted to be illuminated upon the fracturing of the ampule 
and contact with the first chemiluminescent fluid. 

16 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets 
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GLOW CUP SYSTEM insulated and reinforced finger gripping section of the con* 

tainer as well as a novel stacking construction for a double- 
RELATED APPLICATION walled container. 

THe present invention is a cootmuation-in-part of U.S. , ^ UK - Pa * nl Smith discloscs 

appHcaSon Ser. No. 09/080,150 filed May 18,1998, aban- 5 «ept.cta> etc. w>th relatively rotatable walls. 
doDed * D m ^ rcs P cct ' £* ow apparatus according to Ibe 

present invention substantially departs from the conven- 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION tional concepts and designs of the prior art, and in so doing 

provides an apparatus primarily developed for the purpose 

1. Field of the Invention 10 of an illuminated drinking vessel and further providing a 
The present invention relates to an improved glow cup drinking vessel that can be used to open a twist off cap. 

system and more particularly pertains to providing an illu- Therefore, it can be appreciated that there exists a con- 

minated drinking vessel and further providing a drinking need for a new and improved glow cup apparatus 

vessel that can be used to open a twist off cap. which ^ ^ ^ for an iUuminatcd drinking vessel and 

2. Description of the Prior Art further providing a drinking vessel that can be used to open 
The use of an illuminated drinking vessel is known in the a twist off cap. In this regard, the present invention substan- 

prior art. More specifically, illuminated drinking vessels ually fulfills this need, 
heretofore devised and utilized for the purpose of eye 

pleasing effect are known to consist basically of familiar, 2Q SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

expected and obvious structural configurations, notwith- In yiew of ^ f m disadvantages inherent in the 

standing the myriad of designs encompassed by the crowded Qf iUummaled drmkin vessels now present in 

prior art which have been developed for the fulfillment of ^ ^ % ^ m invemion providcs aD proved 

countless objecuves and requirements. gbw ^ apparalus> M lhe general purpose of the 

By way of example, the prior art includes U.S. Pat. No. ^ presem invention, which will be described subsequently in 

5,597,517 to Chopedekar, Rchleck, Guo and Hall discloses greater detail, is to provide a new and improved glow cup 

a two-composition chemiluminescent composition that is apparatus which has all the advantages of the prior art and 

composed of an oxalate and an activator component nonc 0 f mc disadvantages. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,509,409 to Diehl discloses a stemmed To attain miSf ^ t present invention essentially comprises 
drinking glass with an upper cup supported by a hollow stem 30 a £ ret generally cylindrically shaped container being mildly 
and connected to a base that uses a chemiluminescent light compressible. The first generally cylindrically shaped con- 
stick inserted into the bellow stem to provide illumination. lamcr has a first ouler wa u communicating with a first outer 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,275,277 discloses a drinking glass that bottom and a first inner wall communicating with a first 

includes a side wall having a transparent circuitous path inner bottom. The first outer wall and the first inner wall 

directed there along extending from entrance of the drinking & define a first upper edge and a first continuous wall space, 

glass to a second position in adjacency to floor portion of the The first inner bottom and the first inner bottom define a 

drinking glass to indicate fluid level within the drinking floor space. The first outer wall is extended a distance from 

glass structure. the first outer bottom. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,171,081 to Pita, Mershon and Muskat Also, the first outer bottom has a cylindrical recess 

discloses a vessel container used in comsumption of food 40 projecting inwardly thereof. The cylindrical recess has an 

and/or beverage that is chemiluminescent by means of inner mncr wall with a ribbed surface. The ribbed surface is sized 

and outer walls and at least two compartments for containing and shaped to receive a twist off bottle cap. 

chemiluminescent reactive substances. A second generally cylindrically shaped container is pro- 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,067,051 to Ladyjensky discloses a chemi- vided. The second generally cylindrically shaped container 

luminescent lighting element comprising a tube, closed at D as a second outer wall communicating with a second outer 

both ends, with at least two components which are filled bottom. It also has a second inner wall communicating with 

with liquids which produce chemiluminescent light when a second inner bottom. The second outer wall has a pair of 

mixed. concave recesses symmetrically positioned thereabout. The 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,814,949 to Elliott discloses a cbemilumi- 5Q second generally cylindrically shaped container is sized to 

nescent device wherein a first polymeric sheet having a be positioned within the first generally cylindrically shaped 

shaped cavity therein is sealed around its periphery to a container and defines a spacing between the first and second 

second polymeric sheet and the cavity contains an absorbent container. 

article being of substantially the same shape as the cavity Included are a pair of ampules. Each of the ampules have 

and a sealed receptacle containing a first liquid component $$ a ln j n membrane. The pair of ampules form a first ampule 

of a chemiluminescent light composition and outside said an d a second ampule. Each of the pair ampules contains a 

sealed receptacle a second liquid component of a chemilu- chemiluminescent fluid. One of each of the pair of 

minescent light composition. ampules is positioned within one of each of the pair of 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,595,437 discloses a method of producing concave recesses of the second generally cylindrically 

a warmth keeping vessel made of ceramics or porcelain. 60 shaped container. Each of the pair of ampules is retained 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,563,726 to Newcomb et al discloses a within concave recesses when the second generally cylin- 
one-piece illuminated drinking mug with an axially disposed drically shaped container is positioned within the first gen- 
light permeable tube attached integrally to the bottom, said erally cylindrically shaped container, 
rube adapted to receive a light strip. Additionally, a second chemiluminescent fluid is sealed 

U.S. Pat. No. 3^72,830 to Edwards discloses a double- 65 within the spacing between the first generally cylindrically 

walled container having interfilting inner and ouler recep- shaped container and the second generally cylindrically 

tacles or wall portions which cooperate to provide an shaped container. 
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An upper rim is formed about the second generally Still another object of the present invention is to providing 
cylindrically shaped container. The upper rim has a first an Olunikated drinking vessel and further provide a drinking 
horizontal portion extending outwardly therefrom and a vessel, that can be used to open a twist off cap. 
second horizontal portion spaced therefrom and extending Lastly, it is an object of the present invention to provide 
from the upper rim. The first horizontal portion engages the 5 a new and improved glow cup apparatus including a con- 
upper edge of the first outer wall of the first generally taincrof a material which is deformable upon the application 
cylindrically container. The first horizontal portion encloses 0 f pressure by a user's hand. The container is formed with 
the spacing of the first generally cylindrically shaped con- a n open top and a closed bottom and a side wall between the 
tainer and the second generally cylindrically shaped con- top and bottom. The side wall has a cylindrical wall extend - 
lainer. 10 ing from a location adjacent to the top downwardly to a 

Finally, the first generally cylindrically shaped container location adjacent to the bottom and radially exterior of the 

has a force applied to the a first outer wall to compress the side wall and with a circular member to form a seal at the 

first inner wall. The force presses the first inner wall against bottom of the outer wall to totally close the space between 

the pair of ampules to rupture the thin membrane. The thin the side wall an the outer wall. An insert of a plastic material 

membrane of the pair of ampules, when ruptured, allows the 15 js located within the space with an inner surface in proximity 

first chemi luminescent fluid to flow into the spacing and mix to the outer surface of the side wall. A recess is formed along 

with the second chemiluminescent fluid to produce a chemi- one vertical extent and between the insert and a side wall. A 

luminescent reaction. fracturable ampule is vertically oriented within the recess 

There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, the more and contains a first chemiluminescent fluid. A second chemi- 

important features of the invention in order that the detailed 20 luminescent fluid is positionable within the space and is 

description thereof that follows may be better understood, adapted to be illuminated upon the fracturing of the ampule 

and in order that the present contribution to the art may be and contact with the first chemiluminescent fluid, 

better appreciated. There are, of course, additional features These together with other objects of the invention, along 

of the invention that will be described hereinafter and which with the various features of novelty which characterize the 

will form the subject matter of the claims appended hereto. 25 invention, arc pointed out with particularity in the claims 

In this respect, before explaining at least one embodiment annexed to and forming a part of this disclosure. For a better 

of the invention in detail, it is to be understood that the understanding of the invention, its operating advantages and 

invention is not limited in its application to the details of the specific objects attained by its uses, reference should be 

construction and to the arrangements of the components set had to the accompanying drawings and descriptive matter in 

forth in the following description or illustrated in the draw- 30 which there is illustrated preferred embodiments of the 

ings. The invention is capable of other embodiments and of invention. 

being practiced and carried out in various ways. Also, it is nF^rPiPTiON of THF DRAWINGS 

io be understood that the phraseology and terminology BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

employed herein are for the purpose of description and ^ fh c invention will be better understood and objects other 

should not be regarded as limiting. than those set forth above will become apparent when 

As such, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the consideration is given to the following detailed description 

conception, upon which this disclosure is based, may readily thereof. Such description makes reference to the annexed 

be utilized as a basis for the designing of other structures, drawings wherein: 

methods and systems for carrying out the several purposes ^ pj G j ^ a perspective view of the preferred embodiment 

of the present invention. It is important, therefore, that the Q f lnc g j ow cup a pp ara tus constructed in accordance with 

claims be. regarded as including such equivalent construe- lhe principles of the present invention, 

lions insofar as they do not depart from the spirit and scope nG 2 ^ a lQp ^ ^ {hc prescD j ^ wcn]ion ukcn along 

of the present invention. ^ 2 __ 2 of nG x 

It is therefore an object of the present « FIG. 3 is a bottom plan view of the present invention 

a new and improved glow cup apparatus which has all the lines 3-^3 of FIG. 1 of the present invention, 

advantages of the prior art illuminated drinking vessels and lttRVU & 

none of the disadvantages. FIG. 4 is a cross-secnonal view of the present invention 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a taken along lines 4—4 of FIG. 2. 

new and improved glow cup apparatus which may be easily 50 FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of a first alternate 

and efficiently manufactured and marketed. embodiment of the present invention. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional of the first alternate embodi- 

new and improved glow cup apparatus which is of a durable ment taken along lines 6 — 6 of FIG. 5. 

and reliable construction. FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a second alternate 

An even further object of the present invention is to 55 embodiment of the present invention, 

provide a new and improved glow cup apparatus which is FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional of the second alternate embodi- 

susceptible of a low cost of manufacture with regard to both ment taken along lines 8 — 8 of FIG. 7. 

materials and labor, and which accordingly is then suscep- jq G 9 ^ a perspective view of a third alternate embodi- 

lible of low prices of sale to the consuming public, thereby mcm of mc p reS ent invention. 

making such glow cup apparatus economically available to 60 nG 10 ^ a lop plan vicw of mc invention of FIG. 9. 

the buying public. ... FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view taken along lines 11 — 11 

Still yet another object of the present invention is to Qf ^ G ^ 

provide a new and improved glow cup apparatus which • • q{ ^ cmbodimenl rf HQ , 

provides in the apparatuses and methods of the prior art 

some of the advantages thereof, while simultaneously over- 65 FIG. 13 is a prespective view of an enlarged version of the 

coming some of the disadvantages normally associated third alternate embodiment of the present invention, 

therewith flG. 14 is a top view of the embodiment of FIG. 13. 
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FIG. 15 is a perspective view of an alternate embodiment removable plug 56. The plug seals the second chemilumi- 

of the invention. Descent fluid within the spacing 54. 

FIG. 16 is a top view taken along line 16 — 16 of FIG. 15. Included are a pair of ampules 60. Each of the ampules 

FIG. 17 is a cross sectional view taken along line 17—17 have a thin membrane 62. The pair of ampules form a first 

of FIG 16 5 am P u * e a second ampule. Each of the pair ampules 

_ " *. . , . * . ie ie r contains a first chemOuminescent fluid 64; 

FIG. 18 is a cross sectional view taken along 18 — 18 of _ .... „ . , . , ^ 

Pjq The first cbemiluminescent fluid is an oxalem. The 

' ' . t . , - ,v,_ ta oxalate components used in the present invention are stan- 

FIG. 19 is a cross sectional view of yet another alternate . . . . \_ M . . *T 0 , . . 

, ;. - . 4 . 7 dard id the cbemiluminescent industry. Such as the oxalate 

embodiment of the invention. 10 ^ ( M a ^ lhe >ekc|ed propylene 

FIG. 20 is a cross sectional view uken along line 20-20 dinydrocarbyl ct hcr solvent. The oxalent esters employed in 

of FIG. 19. wc p rcscn t invention are well known in the prior art of U 5. 

FIG. 21 is a cross sectional view similar to FIG. 17 but to p al Nos 5,171,081, 5,218,367, 5,597,517, 5,705,103 and 

an alternate embodiment. 5,597,517. The oxalent may include the solvent and the 

FIG. 22 is a cross sectional view similar to FIG. 18 but to J 5 fluorescent or just the solvent. Any one of the prior arts listed 

the FIG. 21 embodiment. are capable of providing the desired oxalent for the present 

Similar reference characters refer to similar parts through- invention, 

out the several views of the drawings. One of each of the pair of ampules is positioned within 

, „™ T „ _ ¥T , ^^^r^™ one of each of the pair of concave recesses 52 of the second 

DESCRIPTION R OF TOE PREFERRED 20 gCQCraUy cylmdri / ally shaped container 38. Each of the pair 
EMBODIMENT of ^ rc tained within concave recesses when the 
With reference now to the drawings, and in particular to second generally cylindrically shaped container is posi- 
FIG. 1 thereof, a new and improved glow cup apparatus tiooed within the first generally cylindrically shaped con- 
embodying the principles and concepts of the present inven- tainer. 

lion and generally designated by the reference numerals 10, Additionally, a second chemfluminescent fluid 66 is 

80, 110 and 150 will be described. sealed within the spacing between the first generally cylin- 

The present invention, the new and improved glow cup drically shaped container and the second generally cylindri- 

apparatus, is comprised of a plurality of components. Such cally shaped container. The second cbemiluminescent fluid 

components in their broadest context include a first gener- 3Q is the activator. The activator capable of providing the 

ally cylindrically shaped container, a second generally cylin- desired cbemiluminescent for the invention when combined 

drically container, a first chemiluminescent fluid, a second with the oxalent in the present invention is well known in the 

cbemiluminescent fluid and at one least ampule. Such com- prior art of U.S. Pat. Nos, 5,171,081, 5,218,367, 5,597,517, 

ponents are individually configured and correlated with 5,705,103 and 5,597,517. The activator may include lhe 

respect to each other so as to attain the desired objective. 35 fluorescent or the catalyst. Any one of the prior arts listed are 

More specifically, the present invention includes a first capable of providing the desired activator for the present 

generally cylindrically shaped container 12 being mildly invention. 

compressible, as seen in FIG. 1. The first generally cylin- The second chemiluminescent fluid is placed within the 

drically shaped container has a first outer wall 14 commu- spacing after the first and second generally cylindrically 
nicating with a first outer bottom 16. The first generally « shaped containers are spin welded together. This coupling is 

cylindrically shaped container has a first inner wall com- done after the ampules are in position. The second chemi- 

municating with a first inner bottom 22. The first inner and luminescent fluid is placed in the spacing by way of the 

outer walls are illustrated in FIG. 4. The first outer wall and cylindrical recess. Once the second chemiluminescent fluid 

the first inner wall define a first upper edge 26 and a first is in the spacing, the plug 56 is put in position and perma- 
continuous wall space 28. The first inner bottom and the first AS nently seals the second fluid in the spacing, 

outer bottom define a floor space. The first outer wall is An upper rim 68 is formed about the second generally 

extended a distance from the first outer bottom. cylindrically shaped container. The upper rim has a first 

Also, the first outer bottom has a cylindrical recess 32, as horizontal portion 72 extending outwardly therefrom and a 

depicted in FIG. 3, and shown to project inwardly of the first second horizontal portion 74 spaced therefrom and extend- 

outer bottom. The cylindrical recess has a ribbed inner wall 50 "ig from lDC u PP cr t ^ m ' 4 snows the first horizontal 

34. The ribbed inner wall is sized and shaped to receive a portion engaging the upper edge of the first outer wall of the 

twist off bottle cap. The type of twist off cap found on beer first generally cylindrically container. The first horizontal 

bottles and soft drink bottles. portion encloses the spacing of the first generally cylindri- 

A second generally cylindrically shaped container 38 is cally shaped container and the second generally cylindri- 
provided. The second generally cylindrically shaped con- 55 cally shaped container. 

tainer has a second outer wall 42 communicating with a Finally, the first generally cylindrically shaped container 

second outer bottom 44. It also has a second inner 46 wall has a force applied to the a first outer wall to compress the 

communicating with a second inner bottom 48. As seen in first inner wall. The force presses the first inner wall against 

FIG. 2, the second outer wall has a pair of concave recesses the pair of ampules to rupture the thin membrane. The thin 
52. The pair of concave recesses are symmetrically posi- 60 membrane of the pair of ampules, when ruptured, allows the 

tiooed one from the other about the second outer wall. The first chemiluminescent fluid to flow into the spacing and mix 

second generally cylindrical^ shaped container is sized to . with the second chemiluminescent fluid to produce a chemi- 

be positioned within the first generally cylindrically shaped luminescent reaction. 

container and defines a spacing 54 between the first and Furthermore, the present invention may come with three 
second container. Access to the spacing may only be 65 alternative container forms. The first alternate embodiment 

obtained through the cylindrical recess at the first outer 80 is shown in FIG. 5. The first alternate embodiment has a 

bottom, as shown in FIG. 4. FIGS. 3 and 4 depict a first generally cylindrically shaped container 12 with a 
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structure like FIG. 4. He difference between the embodi- Hie third alternate embodiment 150 comes in a cup form 
ments of FIG 4 and FIG. 5 are found in the second generally 152 and a glass form 154. It should be understood that the 
cylindrical! y shaped container of each. The second generally properties of the glass are identical to the cup. The properties 
cylindrically shaped container 82 of the first alternate of the third alternate embodiment are similar to the embodi- 
embodiment has a second outer wall 84 communicating with 5 ments discussed above. This embodiment has a generally 
a second outer bottom 86. Also, it includes a second inner cylindrically shaped container 156 as shown in FIG. 11. The 
wall 88 communicating with a second inner bottom 92. The generally cylindrically shaped container has a first outer wall 
second generally cylindrically shaped container 12 is sized jgrj communicating with a base portion 162, as seen in FIG. 
for positioning within the first generally cylindrically shaped g Also> tne container has a first inner wall 164 communi- 
container and defining a spacing 94. 10 gating with a first inner bottom 166, as shown in FIG. 10. 

Included are a pair of ampules 60 which are identical in j Qe wa j| nas a semi-concave section 168 for defining 
form to the ampules of FIG. 4. The ampules of first alternate an m , enor spaced 172 adjacent the first outer wall. The 
embodiment of FIG. 5 may be more elongated. Each is j nler i or space exiting into the base portion for the creation of 
positioned within the spacing and has a first cbemiluinines- an en(ry way j 74 

cent fluid. , A -,u » As shown in FIGS. 9 an ampule 60 is positioned within 

Additionally a felt like th. interior space 172. The ampule having a first chemilu- 

a second cbemilumtnescent fluid. * ^ » * "?» mine scent fluid 64. The first chemiluminescent fluid is the 
6, the felt like material is attached to the inner wall of the _ „ m „„i, 
first generally cylindrically shaped container. same for each ampule 

iSeripheral rim 104 is formed about the second generally As best illustrated ujFIG .11. a secon dc bemu ummes«n, 
cyUndrically shaped container. The peripheral rim is formed 20 fluid 66 positioned wuhin the interior space^ "J J^ nd 
byTfet horizontal rim 106 extending outwardly therefrom chemiluminescen fluid is the same for each embodiment of 
and a second horizontal rim 108 extending above the first the present invention and is set forth above, 
horizontal rim. The second horizontal rim engages an upper Finally, a bottom cover plate 176 is provided. As shown 
edee 26 of the first outer wall of the first generally cylin- in FIGS. 11 and 12 the bottom cover plate has a tongue 178 
drically container for enclosing the spacing of the first 29 and groove 180 periphery for engaging a bottom opening of 
Generally cylindrically shaped container and the second the base portion. The bottom cover sealing the ampule and 
generally cylindrically shaped container. the second chemiluminescent fluid within the intenor space 

Lastly, in the first alternate embodiment, the first gener- of the generally cylindrically shaped contamer. FIG. 13 and 
ally cylindrical^ shaped container has a force applied to the J0 FIG. 14 are larger vers.ons of the cup of FIG 9 
first outer wall for compressing the first inner wall against A simplified embodiment is shown in FIGS. 15 through 
the pair of ampules to rupture the thin membrane. The thin 18. In such embodiment, a glow cup system 200 has 
membrane of the pair of ampules, when ruptured, allows the illumination capabilities over at least a portion of the cup 
first chemiluminescent fluid to be absorbed into the felt to periphery during operation and use. First provided is a 
produce a chemiluminescent reaction. 3S container 202. The container is formed of a translucent 

The second alternate embodiment 110 has properties plastic material with limited flexibility to render it deform- 
similar to the embodiments discussed above. This embodi- able upon the application of pressure by a user s hand 
mem has a generally cylindrically shaped container 112. The similar to the prior embodiments. The container >s formed in 
generally cylindrically Shaped container has a first outer wall a generally cylindrical configuration^ The container ^has an 
114 communicating with an outer bottom 116 and a first w upper generally cylindrical section 204 of an emarged diam- 
inner wall 118 communicating with a first inner bottom 122. eter and a lower generally cylindrical secuon 206 of a 
The first outer wall is extended a distance from the first outer reduced diameter. The container also has an intermediate 
bottom. The first outer wall has a generally concave recess section 208 between the upper section and lower section. 
126 as seen in FIG 8. The outer bottom has a cylindrical The intermediate section is formed in a generally cyhndncal 
recess 128 with a ribbed inner wall 132 that is sized and 45 configuration with an intermediate diameter. At least the 
shaped to receive a twist off bottle cap. lower and intermediate sections are, formed to have a frus- 

Included is a convex cover 136. The convex cover is troconical taper wider at the top than : at '^bottom «° 
mildly compressible. The convex cover has a second outer facilitate removal from a mold during fabrication, 
wall 138 and a second inner wall 142 communicating with The container is formed with a generally disc shaped 
the first inner bottom 122. The convex cover is sized for 50 generally horizontal upper shoulder 210 between the upper 
oositioning over the concave recess of the generally cylin- and intermediate sections. A disc shaped generally horizon- 
dricallv shaped container to define a spacing 144 tberebe- tal lower shoulder 212 is provided between the intermediate 

and lower sections. The intermediate section also has a 
At least one ampule 60 is positioned within the concave cylindrical outer wall 214 extending downwardly from the 
recess of the generally cylindrically shaped container. The ss upper shoulder radially exterior of Uie intermediate secuon 
S has a first chemiluminescent fluid 64. The first to form an enclosab e generally cyhndncal space 216 The 
chemiluminescent fluid is the same for each ampule. As best portion of the container between the space and the intenor 
illustrated in FIG. 7, a second chemiluminescent fluid 66 is of the container ui continuous and without a seam to pre- 
sealed within the spacing between the generally cylindri- elude the flow of fluid from the space to the container for 
Tally shaped container and the cover. 60 user safety for complying with government safety regula- 

Lastly, the convex cover has a force applied to the a first tions. j 
outer wall for compressing the first inner wall against the Next provided in this embodiment is a lower inverted cup 
ampule to rupture the thin membrane. The thin membrane of 220. The cup has an exterior generally cylindrical face 222 
the ampule being ruptured allows the first chemiluminescent surrounding the lower section of the container. The cup has 
fluid to flow into the spacing and mix with the second 65 an exterior diameter generally equal to the exterior diameter 
chemiluminescent fluid to produce a chemiluminescent of the outer wall. The cup also has a generally dec shaped 

horizontal plate 224 contacting the lower edge of the outer 

reaction. 
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wall and the lower shoulder. The horizontal plate is sealed 
with respect to the lower edge of the outer wall and the lower 
shoulder to effect the sealing of the space. 

Next provided is a generally rigid cylindrical insert 228. 
The insert is formed of a white plastic material. Vertical ribs 
230 extend outwardly from the insert. The inner surface 232 
is preferably in contact with the outer surface 234 of the 
intermediate section. 

An inverted stopper 238 is secured within the lower extent 
of the lower section and forms a bottom for the container to 
allow the receipt and support of a fluid within the container. 
The lower central extent of the stopper has inwardly facing 
teeth 240 which function as energy directors. Such teeth are 
sized to fit over a bottle cap whereby the lower portion of the 
glow cup system may function as a bottle opener. 

A vertically disposed semi-cylindrical recess 242 is 
formed within the insert and intermediate and lower sections 
along one vertical region. The recess is sealed above and 
below by inwardly facing projections 246, 248 on the upper 
shoulder and the plate. 

A fracturable ampule 252 is next provided. The ampule is 
vertically oriented within the recess. A first chemilumines- 
cent fluid 254 is provided within the ampule. The fluid is 
thereby dispensed into the space upon the fracture of the 
ampule when the outer wall is squeezed by a user. 

Finally, a second chemiluminescenl fluid 256 is posi- 
tioned within the space. The second fluid is adapted to be 
illuminated upon the fracturing of the ampule and contact 
with the first cbemiluminescent fluid 

The final embodiment is shown in FIGS. 19 and 20. Such 
embodiment is similar to that of FIGS. 15 through 18 but, 
preferably, of a smaller size. The glow cup 260 of this 
embodiment has a container 262. Such container is formed 
in a generally cylindrical configuration. The container has an 35 
upper, generally cylindrical section 264 of an enlarged 
diameter and a lower generally cylindrical section 266 of a 
reduced diameter. Also included is a generally cylindrical 
outer wall 268 formed as a cylindrical extension of the upper 
section. A generally cylindrical space is thereby formed 
between the lower section and the outer wall. 

Unlike the prior embodiment, this embodiment has a 
bottom 272 of the lower section molded integrally with the 
lower ends of the lower side wall to totally seal the entire 
drink receiving container except at the open upper top. In 
addition, the lowermost end of the outer wall extends lower 
than the lowermost extent of the lower section. Further, an 
outwardly then downwardly extending flange 274 is inte- 
grally formed with the outer wall. This is to receive a sealing 
disc 276 adapted to be received within the flange to thereby 
totally seal the space between the lower section and the outer 
wall. 

As in the prior embodiment, there is next provided a 
generally rigid cylindrical insert 280. The insert is formed of 
a colored plastic material, preferably white. Vertical ribs 282 55 
extend outwardly from the insert- The inner surface 284 is 
preferably in proximity to the outer surface 286 of the lower 
section 288. The sealing disk and the insert are preferably 
molded together as a one-piece unit for ease of fabrication 
and assembly. Also molded together therewith is a C-shaped 
clip 290 for supporting the ampule. This, once again, is for 
ease of assembly. 

A vertically disposed semi-cylindrical recess 292 is 
formed within the insert and lower section along one vertical 
region. 

A fracturable ampule 294 is next provided. The ampule is 
vertically oriented within the recess. A first chemilumines- 
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cent fluid 296 is provide within the ampule. The fluid is 
thereby dispensed into the space upon the fracture of the 
ample when the outer wall is squeezed by a user. A second 
cbemiluminescent fluid 298 is positioned within the space. 
The second fluid is adapted to be illuminated upon the 
fracturing of the ampule in contact with the first cbemilu- 
minescent fluid. 

The preferred material for the cup is a plastic such as 
polypropylene, clarified polypropylene, polyethylene or 
polyethylene terepthalate (PET). The preferred material for 
the insert is the same as that for the cup, but preferably 
colored, such as white. 

As to the manner of usage and operation of the present 
invention, the same should be apparent from the above 
description. Accordingly, no further discussion relating to 
the manner of usage and operation will be provided. 

With respect to the above description then, it is to be 
realized that the optimum dimensional relationships for the 
parts of the invention, to include variations in size, materials, 
shape, form, function and manner of operation, assembly 
and use, are deemed readily apparent and obvious to one 
skilled in the art, and all equivalent relationships to those 
illustrated in the drawings and described in the specification 
are intended to be encompassed by the present invention. 

Therefore, the foregoing is considered as illustrative only 
of the principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those skilled 
in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the exact 
construction and operation shown and described, and 
accordingly, all suitable modifications and equivalents may 
be resorted to, falling within the scope of the invention. 

What is claimed as being new and desired to be protected 
by Letters Patent of the United States is as follows; 

1. A new and improved glow cup apparatus comprising, in 
combination: 

a first generally cylindrically shaped container being 
mildly compressible, the first generally cylindrically 
shaped container having a first outer wall communi- 
cating with a first outer bottom and a first inner wall 
communicating with a first inner bottom, the first outer 
wall and the first inner wall defining a first upper edge 
and a first continuous wall space, the first inner bottom 
and the first inner bottom defining a floor space 
therebetween, the first outer wall being extended a 
distance from the first outer bottom; 
the first outer bottom having a cylindrical recess project- 
ing inwardly thereof, the cylindrical recess having an 
ribbed inner wall, the ribbed inner wall being sized and 
shaped to receive a twist off bottle cap; 
a second generally cylindrically shaped container having 
a second outer wall communicating with a second outer 
bottom and a second inner wall communicating with a 
second inner bottom, the second outer wall having a 
pair of concave recesses symmetrically positioned 
thereabout, the second generally cylindrically shaped 
container being sized for positioning within the first 
generally cylindrically shaped container and defining a 
spacing therebetween; 
a pair of ampules each having a thin membrane, the»pair 
of ampules forming a first ampule and a second ampule, 
each of the pair ampules having a first chemilumines* 
cent fluid therein, one of each of the pair of ampules 
being positioned within one of each of the pair of 
concave recesses of the second generally cylindrically 
shaped container, each of the pair of ampules being 
retained within concave recesses when the second 
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generally cylindrically shaped container being posi- 
tioned within the first generally cylindrically shaped 
container, 

a second chemiluminescent fluid being sealed within the 
spacing between the first generally cylindrically shaped 
container and the second generally cylindrically shaped 
container, 

an upper rim about the second generally cylindrically 
shaped container, the upper rim having a first horizontal 
portion extending outwardly therefrom and a second 
horizontal portion spaced therefrom and extending 
from the upper rim, the first horizontal portion engag- 
ing the upper edge of the first outer wall of the first 
generally cylindrically container for enclosing the 
spacing of the first generally cylindrically shaped con- 
tainer and the second generally cylindrically shaped 
container; and 

the first generally cylindrically shaped container having a 
force applied to the a first outer wall for compressing 
the first inner wall against the pair of ampules to rupture 
the thin membrane, the thin membrane of the pair of 
ampules being ruptured allows the first chemilumines- 
cent fluid to flow into the spacing and mix with the 
second chemiluminescent fluid to produce a chemilu- 
minescent reaction. 

2. A glow cup apparatus comprising: 

a first generally cylindrically shaped container, the first 
generally cylindrically shaped container having a first 
outer wall communicating with a first outer bottom and 
a first inner wall communicating with a first inner 
bottom, the first outer wall being extended a distance 
from the first outer bottom and forming a cylindrical 
recess, the cylindrical recess projecting inwardly 
thereof, the cylindrical recess having a ribbed inner 
wall being sized and shaped to receive a twist off bottle 
cap; 

a second generally cylindrically shaped container having 
a second outer wall communicating with a second outer 
bottom and a second inner wall communicating with a 
second inner bottom, the second generally cylindrically 
shaped container being sized for positioning within the 
first generally cylindrically shaped container and defin- 
ing a spacing therebetween; 
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5. The glow cup apparatus as set forth in claim 2, wherein 
the pair of ampules forming a first ampule, a second ampule 
and the pair of ampules being retained within spacing when 
the second generally cylindrically shaped container being 
positioned within the first generally cylindrically shaped 
container. 

6. The glow cup apparatus as set forth in claim 2, wherein 
the first generally cylindrically shaped container having a 
force applied to the first outer wall for compressing the first 
inner wall against the pair of ampules to rupture the thin 
membrane, and the thin membrane of the pair of ampules 
being ruptured allows the first chemiluminescent fluid to be 
absorbed into the fell to produce a cbemilurainescenl reac- 
tion. 

7. A glow cup apparatus comprising: 

a generally cylindrically shaped container having a first 
outer wall communicating with an outer bottom and a 
first inner wall communicating with a first inner 
bottom, the first outer wall being extended a distance 
from the first outer bottom, the first outer wall having 
a generally concave recess therein; 
a convex cover being mildly compressible and having a 
second outer wall and a second inner wall communi- 
cating with the first inner bottom, the convex cover 
being sized for positioning over the concave recess of 
the generally cylindrically shaped container and defin- 
ing a spacing therebetween; 
an ampules being positioned within the concave recess of 
the generally cylindrically shaped container, the 
ampule having a first chemiluminescent fluid therein, 
a second chemiluminescent fluid being sealed within the 
spacing between the generally cylindrically shaped 
container and the cover, and 
the convex cover having a force applied to the a first outer 
wall for compressing the first inner wall against the 
ampule to rupture the thin membrane, the thin mem- 
brane of the ampule being ruptured allows the first 
chemiluminescent fluid to flow into the spacing and 
mix with the second chemiluminescent fluid to produce 
a chemiluminescent reaction. 
8. The glow cup apparatus as set forth in claim 7, wherein 
the first outer wall and the first inner wall defining a first 
continuous wall space, and the first inner bottom and the first 



ine a spacing mcrewiwwu, ■ * , - 

a pa* of ampules each having a thin membrane with one 45 inner bottom defining a floor space therebetween 
a pair oi i »mp««s * . , - t . „ - 5r . . 9. The alow cup apparatus as set forth in claim 7 
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each positioned within the spacing, each of the pair 
ampules having a first chemiluminescent fluid therein; 
a felt like material impregnated with a second chemilu- 
minescent fluid being attached to the inner wall of the 
first generally cylindrically shaped container, and 
a peripheral rim about the second generally cylindrically 
shaped container the peripheral rim being formed by a 
first horizontal rim extending outwardly therefrom and 
a second horizontal rim extending form the first hori- 
zontal rim, the second horizontal rim engaging an 
upper edge of the first outer wall of the first generally 
cylindrically container for enclosing the spacing of the 
first generally cylindrically shaped container and the 
second generally cylindrically shaped container. 

3. The glow cup apparatus as set forth in claim 2, wherein 60 
the first generally cylindrically shaped container being 
mildly compressible. 

4. The glow cup apparatus as set forth in claim 2, wherein 
the first outer wall and the first inner wall defining the first 
upper edge and a first continuous wall space, and the first 65 
inner bottom and the first inner bottom defining a floor space 
therebetween. 



9. The glow cup apparatus as set forth in claim 7, wherein 
the first outer bottom having a cylindrical recess projecting 
inwardly thereof, and the cylindrical recess having a ribbed 
inner wall being sized and shaped to receive a twist off bottle 
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„. The glow cup apparatus as set forth in claim 7, 
wherein the ampule having a thin membrane, and the ampule 
being retained within concave recesses when the cover being 
positioned over the concave recess of the generally cylin- 
drically shaped container. 

11. A glow cup apparatus comprising: 
a generally cylindrically shaped container having a first 
outer wall communicating with a base portion and a 
first inner wall communicating with a first inner 
bottom, the inner wall having a semi-concave section 
for defining an interior spaced adjacent the first outer 
wall, the interior space exiting into the base portion for 
the creation of an entry way; 
an ampule being positioned within the interior space, the 
ampule having a first chemiluminescent fluid therein; 
a second chemiluminescent fluid positioned within the 
interior space; ' 
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a bottom cover plate having a tongue and groove peripb- 
i ery for engaging a bottom opening of the base portion, 
the bottom cover sealing the ampule and the second 
chemiluminescent fluid within the interior space of the 
generally cylindrically shaped container. 
12. A new and improved glow cup system with illumi- 
nation capabilities over the cup periphery during operation 
and use comprising, in combination: 

a container of a translucent plastic material with limited 
flexibility to render it deformable upon the application 
of pressure by a user's hand, the container being 
formed in a generally cylindrical configuration with an 
upper generally cylindrical section of an enlarged 
diameter and a lower generally cylindrical section of a 
reduced diameter and an intermediate section therebe- 
tween in a generally cylindrical configuration with an 
intermediate diameter, the container being formed with 
a generally disc shaped generally horizontal upper 
shoulder between the upper and intermediate sections 
and a disc shaped generally horizontal lower shoulder 
between the intermediate and lower sections, the inter- 
mediate section also having a cylindrical outer wall 
extending downwardly from the upper shoulder radi- 
ally exterior of the intermediate section to form an 
enclosable generally cylindrical space therebetween, 
the portion of the container between the space and the 
interior of the container being continuous and without 
a seam to thereby preclude the flow of fluid therebe- 
tween; 

a lower inverted cup with an exterior generally cylindrical 
face surrounding the lower section of the container and 
having an exterior diameter generally equal to the 
exterior diameter of the outer wall and having a gen- 
erally disc shaped horizontal plate contacting the lower 
edge of the outer wall and the lower shoulder and 
sealed with respect thereto to effect the sealing of the 
space; 

a generally rigid cylindrical insert of a white plastic 
material with vertical ribs extending outwardly there- 
from with an inner surface in contact with the outer 
surface of the intermediate section; 

an inverted stopper secured within the lower extent of the 
lower section for forming a bottom for the container to 
allow the receipt and support of a fluid within the 
container, 

a vertically disposed semi-cylindrical recess formed 
within the insert and intermediate and lower sections 
along one vertical region thereof, the recess being 
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sealed above and below by inwardly facing projections 
on the upper shoulder and the plate; 
a fracturable ampule vertically oriented within the recess 
with a first chemiluminescent fluid therein for being 
dispensed into the space upon the fracture of the 
ampule by the squeezing of the outer wall by a user; 
and 

a second chemiluminescent fluid positioned within the 
space and adapted to be illuminated upon the fracturing 
of the ampule and contact with the first chemilumines- 
cent fluid. 

13. Aglow cup with illumination capabilities comprising: 
a container of a material which is deformable upon the 
application of pressure by a user's hand, the container 
being formed with an open top and a closed bottom and . 
a side wall therebetween, the side wall also having a 
cylindrical outer wall extending from a location adja- 
cent to the top downwardly to a location adjacent to the 
bottom and radially exterior of the side wall and with 
a circular member to form a seal at the bottom of the 
outer wall to thereby totally close the space between the 
side wall and the outer wall; 
an insert of a plastic material located within the space with 
an inner surface in proximity to the outer surface of the 
side wall; 

a recess formed between the insert and side wall along one 
vertical extent thereof; 

a fracturable ampule vertically oriented within the recess 
with a first chemiluminescent fluid therein; and 

a second chemiluminescent fluid positionable within the 
space and adapted to be illuminated upon the fracturing 
of the ampule and contact with the first chemilumines- 
cent fluid. 

14. The glow cup as set forth in claim 13 wherein the 
container includes an upper section of an enlarged diameter, 
a lower section of a reduced diameter and an intermediate 
section of an intermediate diameter with the outer wall being 
laterally spaced form the intermediate section. 

15. The glow cup as set forth in claim 13 wherein the 
container includes an upper section of an enlarged diameter 
and a lower section of a reduced diameter and the outer wall 
is laterally spaced from the lower section. 

16. The glow cup as set forth in claim 13 and further 
including a recess in the bottom of the cup with inwardly 
extending teeth for functioning as a bottle cap opener. 



d2) United States Patent 

Greiner 



US006253918B1 

(10) Patent No.: US 6,253,918 Bl 
(45) Date of Patent: Jul. 3, 2001 



(54) DECORATIVE CONTAINER AND METHOD 
FOR DECORATING A CONTAINER 

(76) Inventor: Lori Greiner, 1301 Dearborn Pkwy., 
Suite 402, Chicago, IL (US) 60610 

( • ) Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this 
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 
VJS.C. 154(b) by 0 days. 



(21) Appl. No.: 09/586,153 

(22) Filed: Jun.2,2000 

(51) 
(52) 



Int. CI 7 
VS. CI 



B65D 21/02 



206/457; D7/541; 206/514; 

220/23.87; 220/528; 220/575 

(58) Field of Search 40/312, 1, 324, 

40/722; 81/8^; 206/6.1, 457, 514, 216; 
220/4.21, 23.87, 23.89, 23.91, 506, 527, 
528, 574.2, 574.3, 575, 592.17, 592.23, 
592.28, 671; D7/505, 507, 541 

(56) References Cited 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



D. 260,219 
D. 314,525 
776,363 
1,263,391 
2^13,837 
2,719,413 
3,378,134 • 
3,776,413 

3,992311 
4,001,959 • 
4,273,245 • 
4,457,103 
4,756,446 • 
4,789,073 
4,891,032 • 
4,928,412 
4,979,325 
5,036,998 



8/1981 
2/1991 

11/1904 
4/1918 
9/1940 

10/1955 
4/1968 

12/1973 

U/1976 
1/1977 
6/1981 
7/1984 
7/1988 

12/1988 
1/1990 
5/1990 

12/1990 
8/1991 



Blake et al. . 
Alward . 
Snyder . 
Eickemeyer . 
Gill . 
Panzer . 
Wilkinson et al. 
Myers . 
Yellin . 

Grendah) 

Machalek 

Aloziem . 

Genet at 

Fine . 

Davis — 

Nishiyama . 
While . 
Dunn . 



220/506 



40/722 

22CV592.17 

.... 220/4.21 

446/484 



5,040,317 
5,275,277 
5,300,748 
5,419,856 
5,553.735 
5,687,497 
5,709,168 
5,772,063 
5,807,156 
5,829,626 
5,839,599 
5,894,948 



8/1991 
1/1994 
4/1994 
5/1995 
9/1996 
11/1997 
1/1998 
6/1998 
9/1998 
11A998 
11/1998 
4/1999 



Kadjevicb . 

Gallegos 

Colombo 

Shaw . 
Kimura . 
Moore . 
Walker. 
Gantz-Bloome . 
Owen . 
Breonan . 
Un. 
Yeh. 



206/457 
220/23.91 



OTHER PUBLICATIONS 



Brochure, "a hint of summer cool it down", ampersand, 
"Description of Previously Marketed Product On Sale Prior 
to Invention by Applicant", 2 pgs. 
Magic Bowl product (also called DecoBowl), sold on Home 
Shopping Network al least as early as Oct 30, 2000. 
Photograph, Product Information Sheet, and video of on-air 
demonstration on Home Shopping Network on Oct. 30, 
2000. 

* cited by examiner 

Primary Examiner — Jim Foster 

(74) Attorney, Agent, or Firm— Merchant & Gould RC. 



(57) 



ABSTRACT 



A decorative container for displaying items in internal 
cavities includes an inner container and an outer container, 
defining a hollow region therebetween. The decorative con- 
tainer further includes a plurality of dividers within the 
hollow region separating the region into a plurality of 
internal cavities. The outer container further includes a 
removable plate, configured to provide access to each of the 
internal cavities, so that decorative objects within the inter- 
nal cavities can be easily changed or rearranged. A method 
for decorating a container includes placing objects within 
the hollow region through an access opening and closing the 
access opening with a removable plate. 

20 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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DECORATIVE CONTAINER AND METHOD 
FOR DECORATING A CONTAINER 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to an arrangement for a 
decorative container, more particularly to a decorative con- 
tainer including a hollow region where objects can be 
displayed, and to a method for decorating a container. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Decorative containers are known in the prior an that allow 
sheets of material or objects to be stored within the walls of 
the container. For example, beverage mugs are known in the 
art that provide space for a sheet of material, such as 
decorative paper or a photo, in the wall of the mug. These 
types of mugs sometimes provide a removable portion so 
that the sheet of material may be changed by the user. Most 
of these types of beverage mugs in the prior art accommo- 
date a thin sheet of material, like a photo, although some of 20 
these decorative mugs may allow for insertion of liquid or 
fine particles within the space provided for decoration or 
information display. 

However, there is a need for arrangements especially 
situated to hold three-dimensional decorative objects within 25 
the walls of the container that can be easily changed. There 
is also a need for an arrangement where a number of internal 
cavities are provided for separating the decorative objects, to 
provide attractive separation and placement of decorative 
objects. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Generally, the present invention provides a decorative 
container thai displays items in internal cavities, the con- 35 
tainer comprising an inner container nested within an outer 
container thereby defining a hollow region therebetween. 
The decorative container further includes a plurality of 
dividers within the hollow region that separate the region 
into a plurality of internal cavities. The decorative container ^ 
also includes a removable plate that provides access to each 
of the internal cavities. Preferably, the inner and/or outer 
containers are bowl shaped and are transparent to provide 
viewing of the decorative objects within the internal cavities 
from all sides of the container. The plate that provides access 45 
to the internal cavities may be round and may fit into an 
opening in the outer container with a press fit configuration. 
Preferably, the plate fits into a bottom portion of the outer 
container and is removable without special tools. 
Alternatively, a removable member may he defined in an 50 
upper rim of the container for providing access to the hollow 
region. 

In a preferred configuration, the hollow region has a 
thickness of at least about a quarter-inch apart, more pref- 
erably at least a half-inch apart, allowing room for position- 55 
ing of decorative objects within the internal cavities. In one 
preferred configuration, the decorative container includes 15 
vertical dividers that separate the region into 15 internal 
cavities. The decorative container may also include a circu- 
lar divider at a bottom portion of the hollow region, defining qq 
a circular display area. The circular display area is prefer- 
ably also accessed through the bottom plate in the outer 
container. 

A system of the present invention may also include a 
wand configured to assist with positioning items in the 65 
hollow cavities. The wand preferably has a rigid lip and a 
soft tip at opposing ends. Also the wand preferably has a 
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somewhat flexible shaft to allow insertion of the wand into 
the internal cavities, which may be curved when the deco- 
rative container is bowl-shaped. 
The present invention also includes a decorative bowl for 
5 displaying items in an internal hollow region including an 
inner bowl nested within an outer bowl defining the hollow 
region therebetween where the hollow region has a thickness 
of at least about one-quarter inch apart The decorative bowl 
further includes a removable bottom plate in the outer bowl 
10 that provides access to the hollow region. Alternatively, a 
removable member may be defined in the upper rim of the 
decorative bowl for providing access to the hollow region. 
The decorative bowl preferably further includes an upper 
rim covering the hollow region. The decorative bowl may 
15 include dividers within the hollow region defining internal 
cavities. 

A method of the present invention for decorating a 
container, where the container includes a hollow region 
defined between an inner container and an outer container, 
includes the method steps of placing objects within the 
hollow region through an access opening in the outer 
container and closing the access opening with a removable 
plate. The method may also include the step of placing 
objects in a plurality of internal cavities within the hollow 
region, positioning or removing objects using a wand, and 
removing objects within the internal cavities before filling 
the internal cavities with new objects. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention may be more completely understood by 
considering the detailed description of various embodiments 
of the invention which follows in connection with the 
accompanying drawings. 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of one embodiment of the 
decorative container of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the decorative con- 
tainer shown in FIG. 1 taken along line 2 — 2. 

FIG. 3 is an isometric view of an outer container that is 
a component of the decorative container of FIG. 1.- 

FIG. 4 is an isometric view of an inner container that is 
a component of the decorative container of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 5 is an isometric view of a bottom plate that is a 
component of the decorative container of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of the bottom plate of 
FIG. 5 taken along line 6 — 6. 

FIGS. 7, 8 and 9 are a top view, side view and bottom 
view respectively of a wand that may be used with the 
present invention. 

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view of a second embodiment 
of a decorative container of the present invention. 

While the invention is amenable to various modifications 
and alternative forms, specifics thereof have been shown by 
way of example in the drawings and will be described in 
detail. It should be understood however that the intention is 
not to limit the invention to the particular embodiments 
described. On the contrary, the intention is to cover all 
modifications, equivalents, and alternatives falling within 
the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the 
appended claims. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

The present invention is believed to be applicable to a 
variety of systems and arrangements for displaying decora- 
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rive obiects in a container thai can be used to bold items in . cavities 26 when the inner container 12 * *"£j*d. The 

ST ?n£r oien ^ea of the container and a method for outer container 14 has an access opening 30. The access 

ZSU 72^"^ «« b« ^ to be opening 30 mates with the bottom plate 32 to close the 

particularly advantageous ^***^*J^ 5 ^anSmetric viewof an inner container 12 of the 

di*'™"^ 5 ^ ^an ^ ^^fcn the outer 

that the arrangement of the decorative objects and the ^ d ^ h Uow ion 18 bclwcCD the two 

content of the decoranoncan be easily changed to suit £^ to oae embodimcnl , \ c inner container 12 

different circumstances The mvcnuon is ako cspccuUy rim 36 thal providcs me top closed surface of the 

useful where it is desirable to display several different types tivc u ^ ^ po^ ^ a rim is 

of decorative objects in separate internal cavities of a 10 ^ ^ ^ ^ u or a ^ may ^ a 

decorative bowl. While the present invention is not so ^ ^ 1Q Qlhcr anangc . 

limited, an appreciation of various aspects of the invcnUon ^ J ^ inchlding a conuiner 10 without an 

is best gained through a discussion of an example operating ^ 0 ^ movablc uppcr rim l0 provi d c access to the 

in such an environment. internal cavities from the top of the container instead of the 

FIG. 1 illustrates one particular embodiment of the deco- 15 ^uom. 
rative container of the present invention where the decora- 5 and 5 snow an isometric view and a cross- 
live container 10 is bowl shaped and where the container is vicw rcspc cUvely f of the bottom plate 32. The 
transparent. The container 10 includes an inner container 12 baltom platc 32 includes a plate rim 60 thai engages the 
and an outer container 14. The inner container 12 is nested acccss 30 of the outer container 14. The plate rim 
within the outer container 14 and is spaced from the outer ™ ^ ^ ^ pUle 32 m pre f era bly sized so thai the 
container 14 10 define a hollow region 18 therebetween. The 32 fitg mc acccss opening 30, so 
inner container 12 may also define an open area 22. In the ^ ^ p i alc ma y be pressed firmly into the access 
preferred embodiment, the open area is sized to hold many nin 30 of te outcr container 14 without any special 
different items such as salads, pasta, fruits, popcorn, snack (ools ^ mc boltom plate 32 will remain securely within ihe 
food, candy, or potpourri, for example. A plurality of dmd- « acccss opcning 30 once it has been pressed into place. The 
ers 24 are positioned within the hollow region and separate . ^ r]sq a Up 62 thai also engages the 
the hollow region into several internal cavities 26. The accc&s 30 of mc ou ter conuiner 14. The lip 62 
internal cavities may store different types of decorative rovides a structure 10 grab onto when the base plate 32 is 
items 28, providing an appealing visual display by permit- manually rcn , 0 ved from the outer container 14. 
ting separation of the different types of decorative items 28. p^aMy, the bottom plate 32 may be pressed into the 
Now referring to FIG. 2, at the base or bottom portion of acccss opcnmg 30 mkJ may be removed from the access 
the outer container, an access opening 30 is defined. A opcnmg 30 without any special tools, so thai the decorative 
removable plate 32 fits within the access opening 30 and is {icms mc hoUow region can ^ replaced or reconfig- 
configured to provide access to each of Ihe internal cavities ^ ufed yefy casi j y However, ihe plate 32 of the invention may 
26. In a preferred embodiment, the removable plate is be configured to mate with the acccss opening 30 in the outer 
silualed in ihe bottom of ihe outer container. The removable container in many different ways and still be contemplated 
plate will be referred to throughout as a bottom plate, by me presenl invention. For example, the plate 32 could be 
although other configurations are possible. The removable prov ided with screw threads for mating with screw threads 
plate may alternatively be removable from portions of the ^ QQ ^ acccss opCDU1 g 30 G f the outer container, a snap-fit 
container 10 other than the bottom. For example the plate configuration, a hinge and lock configuration or many other 
could be an annular shaped plate removable from an upper malin g configurations that are known in the art. 
rim of the container to provide access to the internal cavities. ^ decorative container 10 may be provided in many 
FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view of a second embodiment of differeDl depending on ihe lypes of decorative items to 
a decorative container 110 where the removable plate is an ^ ^ di lay ^ and the types of food or other items to be placed 
annular shaped plate 120 removable from an upper nm 36 of fa ^ ^ ^ In OQC prc f crre d embodiment, the 
the container 110. Preferably, the removable plate may be C0Qlainer is bowi-shaped and the upper rim of the decorative 
pressed firmly into position in the access opening 30 by hand container & circular and has a diameter of about 10 inches 
or using a heavy object to apply pressure. It is also preferable ^ M prcfcrab i y aDO ut 12 inches. The base of 
that the removable plate can be easily pried off the access $q ^ omcr conlaincr may nave a diameter in the preferred 
opening 30 by hand. embodiment of about 4 inches to about 8 inches, preferably 
The top of the decorative container 10 may include a rim aboul 6 mc hes. The height of the bowl in a preferred 
or upper rim 36 that closes the internal cavities 26 from the embodiment is about 4 inches to about 8 inches, preferably 
outside environment. Therefore the internal cavities are not about 6 inches. In this preferred embodiment, the hollow 
open to allow unwanted items to accidentally fall into the 55 n g on between the inner and outer containers has a 
internal cavities during normal use. In a preferred thickness, t, of at least about V* inch, more preferably at least 
embodiment, the upper rim 36 is an integral part of the inner about OQC haif.iocn, and most preferably about 0.56 inches, 
bowl 12. Alternatively, the upper rim 36 may be a separate ^ 0 f lnc dividers provides this spacing. The deco- 
piece or may be integral with the outer bowl 14. rali ve container could also have a canister shape. As men- 
A circular divider 40 is shown at the bottom of the hollow w tioned above, many different placements and configurations 
region 18, defining a circular display area 42. The circular of the access opening are possible. Where the decorative 
display area 42 is also shown in FIG. 1 and may be viewed container is canister shaped, it is anticipated that the rcmov- 
from above ihe inner conuiner at ihe bottom of the bowl. aD le plate would fit into the upper rim of the decorative 
FIG 3isanisometricviewoftheoutercontainerl4ofthe container, providing access to internal cavities within the 
presenl Lvention. The outer container 14 includes dividers 65 walls of the canister. The decorauve container may also be 
24 ^ warti^Tine surface of the outer container into a shaped as a tray with removable handles to provide access 
plurality sections. These sections will form the internal to internal cavities within the base of the tray. 
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The decorative container 10 may be constructed of many 
different materials that have adequate rigidity for storing 
items in the open area and for storing decorative objects in 
the internal cavities. Other desirable characteristics for the 
material of the decorative container are transparency, ease of 
manufacture, low cost, durability, wasbability, and visual 
attractiveness. Preferably, the components of the decorative 
container are made of the same material and are molded 
using well known techniques. Preferable materials for the 
decorative container include polystyrene and other plastic 
materials. Preferably, the inner and outer container are 
joined using an adhesive. However, the inner container and 
the outer container may be joined using one of many 
different attachment techniques known in the prior art. 

FIGS. 7, 8 and 9 show a wand 70 for use with the 
decorative container 10 of the present invention. The wand 
70 may be useful for positioning decorative items within the 
internal cavities 26 of the decorative container. The wand 
may have a firm lip 72 at one end and a soft tip 74 at the 
other end for assisting with positioning the decorative items. 
The soft tip 74 may be made out of materials such as foam 
or cloth. The wand 70 also includes a shaft 76. The shaft 76 
is preferably somewhat flexible so that the wand 70 can be 
used within the curved internal cavities of a bowl shaped 
embodiment of the decorative container 10 of the present 
invention. 

Preferably, the wand is sized to be easily insertable into 
the internal cavities, and long enough to reach into the 
internal cavities. In one preferred embodiment, the wand is 
about six inches long, with a rigid tip about VU inch wide 
and a soft tip about Vi6 inch wide and about one inch long. 
The wand is preferably made from a plastic material. Two 
wands may be used with the decorative container. 

In the preferred embodiment of the decorative container 
10, all components are made of a transparent material to 
allow viewing of the decorative objects from all angles. 
However, it is also possible and may be desirable to con- 
struct the decorative container 10 with only some portions 
transparent, such as only the inner container or only the 
outer container or portions thereof. By transparent, it is 
meant that objects behind the material are at least somewhat 
visible to a viewer. 

Id addition, many different numbers and configurations of 
internal dividers are contemplated by the present invention. 
In a preferred embodiment of the decorative container 10, 15 
dividers are equally spaced between the inner container 12 
and the outer container 14, creating 15 internal cavities 26. 
It should be understood that many different numbers and 
spacings of dividers and internal cavities may be desirable 
and are encompassed by the present invention. It may be 
desirable to have at least seven internal cavities within the 
decorative container to allow for a variety of decorative 
items to be displayed. It is also possible that the dividers 24 
may be differently configured than those shown. For 
example, the dividers in the Figures are planar, but the 
dividers could also be non-planar, such as having an s-shape. 

The decorative container 10 of the present invention 
allows for custom design of a decorative bowl, so that the 
decorations may be suited for a personal gift or to a certain 
room's decor. The present invention is also useful for 
displaying seasonally oriented decorations because the 
removable bottom plate allows for ease in changing the 
decorative objects. 

In order to decorate the decorative container of the present 
invention, the container is placed with the top rim 36 facing 
down with the bottom plate exposed, or otherwise situated 
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so the removable plate is accessible. The plate is then 
removed from toe outer container, providing access to each 
of the internal cavities and the circular display area within 
the hollow region. Then decorative objects are placed in the 

5 various internal cavities. The wand 70 may be used to assist 
with placement of the decorative objects. When the deco- 
rative objects have been arranged as desired, the plate is 
pressed back into place in the access opening, possibly using 
a heavy object to apply pressure to the plate. Alternatively, 

to the bottom plate may be installed in the outer container in 
many different ways in alternative configurations, such as 
screwed into place or snapped into place. Once the access 
opening is closed, the decorative objects are securely con- 
tained within the internal cavities. In a preferred 

is embodiment, the internal cavities are not open to the outside 
environment, thereby preventing unwanted items from 
entering the internal cavities. The decorative container 10 
may then be turned over so that the base rim is facing 
downward and the open area of the decorative container may 

20 then be utilized. 

When a change of the decorative items within the internal 
cavities is desired, the removable plate is removed and the 
three-dimensional objects are emptied from the internal 
cavities. The wand 70 may again be useful in urging all of 

25 the decorative objects out of the internal cavities. Now the 
decorative container is available for filling with different 
decorative objects. 

The various embodiments described above are provided 
by way of illustration only and should not be construed to 

30 limit the invention. Those skilled in the art will readily 
recognize various modifications and changes which may be 
made to the present invention without strictly following the 
preferred embodiments and applications illustrated and 
described herein, and without departing from the true spirit 

35 and scope of the present invention which is set forth in the 
following claims. 
What is claimed is: 

1. A decorative container for displaying items in internal 
cavities, the container comprising: 

40 a transparent inner bowl nested within a transparent outer 
bowl thereby defining a hollow region therebetween; 
an upper rim extending between the inner and outer bowl; 
a plurality of dividers located within the hollow region to 
45 divide the hollow region into a plurality of internal 
cavities, wherein the dividers are affixed to the outer 
bowl, wherein the internal cavities are dimensioned to 
bold decorative three-dimensional objects; and 
a removable member defined in the upper rim, configured 
50 to provide, access to the hollow region. 

2. The decorative container of claim 1 wherein the inner, 
bowl and outer bowl are at least about one-half inch apart. 

3. The decorative container of claim 1 wherein the remov- 
able member comprises part of the upper rim. 

55 4. The decorative container of claim 1 further comprising 
a wand configured to assist with positioning items in the 
internal cavities. 

5. The decorative container of claim 1 wherein the remov- 
able member is removable without special tools. 

60 6. The decorative container of claim 1 further comprising 
a circular divider at a bottom of the hollow region. 

7. The decorative container of claim 1 wherein the divid- 
ers are equally spaced throughout the hollow region. 

8. The decorative container of claim 1 made of polysty- 
65 rene. 

9. The decorative container of claim 1 wherein the upper 
rim is circular. 
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10. The decorative container of claim 1 wherein the upper . 
rim is integral with the inner bowl. 

U. The decorative container of claim 1 wherein the 
diameter of the inner bowl is about twelve inches. 

12. A system for decorating a container for . displaying 5 
items in internal cavities, the system comprising: 

a decorative container comprising an inner container 
nested within an outer container thereby defining a 
hollow region therebetween, a plurality of dividers 
located within the hollow region to divide the hollow i° 
region into a plurality of internal cavities, and a remov- 
able member configured to provide access to the hollow 
region; and 

a wand configured to be inserted into the internal cavities. ^ 

13. The decorative container of claim 12 wherein the 
wand comprises a rigid lip and a soft tip. 

14. The decorative container of claim 12 wherein the 
wand includes a flexible shaft 

15. A decorative container for displaying items in internal ^ 
cavities, the container comprising: 

a transparent inner bowl nested within a transparent outer 
bowl thereby defining a hollow region therebetween; 
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an upper rim extending between the inner and outer bowl; 
a plurality of dividers located within the hollow region to 

divide the hollow region into a plurality of internal 

cavities; and 

a removable member defined in the upper rim, configured 
to enable access to the hollow region upon removal. 

16. The decorative container of claim 15 further compris- 
ing a wand configured to assist with positioning items in the 
internal cavities. 

17. The decorative container of claim 15 wherein the 
inner bowl and outer bowl are at least about one-quarter inch 
apart. 

18. The decorative container of claim 15 wherein the 
inner bowl and outer bowl are at least about one-half inch 
apart. 

19. The decorative container of claim 15 wherein the 
plurality of dividers are affixed to the outer bowl. 

20. The decorative container of claim 15 wherein the 
removable member comprises part of the upper rim. 
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^U^S^SO^ n. P» -cto <»■ 1«» I = TRANSLUdNCE 

to shine through, fr. rrani- + transparent^ water) 

Ldeify 2 : from disguise or M*J>«i Ons ~ petnotum - 

•T-^'C. - U?83) 1 = bdng or coming from 
iy^d ortcroM tS%» <• ~ P«Pl«> 2: P»ss>ngoverore«ea<tag 

2^m£.*rane \Ut~,(th-«m e mr.brto. Una** o<V (1944) s uk, 
adjusting across » membrane <» - PWenOfl) . k . _ 

^m1^ PP «Sn»S™« to migrWe to mother pUce. fr. im^ 
£2!fS£ ^v^bring^Sother 2 : mTorati- rrtra-mi^-don 

fr. transmitter* to transmit] (16! I) 1 tan i^^SSS^^ ,£ 
I«nce of transmitting <~ of a nerve impulse across a synapse) 2 : the 
^fofTadS wavLin the space between, transmitting and reoo vinj 
■fiSr aSi the act or process of transmitting by radio or tdeviaon 
? aTiSernbly "fparts including the speed <W gin g gears and I the 
LSlSthafVby which the power is transmitted from an automoWe 
£3ne to alive axle; oi» : the speed-changing gears in such an asscm- 

V a ■ to send or convey from one person or place to another . R». 
I a» b : ^cause or allow to spread: as 0 : to ' conveyby orj asif by 
*t!ritan« or heredity : hand down (2) : to convey (infection) 
m ^?^«Vn<IS^ 2 a ( 0 : to cause (as light or force) to pass or 
i^nvSed 5Tro£h sp^or a mediSn <2) : to admit the passage ;of 
^SSSSf<il£ -s l*ht> b : to send out (a signal) other by radio 

^Thlt frar,^! « . Tin .PP«.n» «or tr«smi«mg n*o or 

\^ownl w (1656) : to change or alter greatly and often with gro- 
£S£ wAiSnorous effect ~ « : to become t™™<g"*£ 
transform — trans.ino«.ri.fi<a.tion \(.hran(t)s-4na-gra-f>-ki- 

^S^SS-V VUran(,)s.W^an, Og-^ .tran(t)s-On™A 
•rmnzA [L ironimontflniu] (1727) : TRAMONTANE ™^ nfJ _ 

tran^moun-tain UrantOs-Wun-rtu sV^^A^SiS^ 
extending over or through a mountain <a — road) (a 7rf^nneH> 

rj^mu.ta.tion VranTth-myu-'ta-shwi. .tranzA n [ME transmutaa- 
mm^r^ MF or lH MF rmrumuwrion, fr. L rrawmuronon-. iransmuMiia 
n«™«wr*l (14c) • an act or instance of transmuting or bang 
fran^SSd « • ! the cSveSci of base metals into gold or silver 6 
MheTon version o one element or nuclide into another other naturally 
or mincuX— trans.mut^.tive \tran(th-*myu-t3-uv. tranzA adj 

£££££ \tran(tWut. tranzA v6 tn^M tr^mu^ng 
rue f r i rronsmuwire. fr. trans- + muwre to change — more at ***** A- 
wS^niMl^wStnv or alter in form, appearance, or nature and 
li J ^ V hiiw form 2 • to subject (as an element) to transmutation 
2? w ? fo undergo t^utatio?^ ace transform - trans-mut- 

: extending or going beyond national ^^^Zf^K n 
trans.na.rlon.al.Um\-^ash.n^4i-2^.-Wh^ 
trans-natHi«l V'na-ch^ral. -«nach-ral\ adj (1369) : bang above or 

t«ns^"aS3c UraMt^she-Wk. *™+^*2^gg£ 
dwelling beyond the ocean 2 : crossing or extending across the ocean 

tran^om^ 

iX^rVSf. or between a door and a window or fanlight 
itele it c 'The horizontal bar or member of a cross or gallows d 
: any of «ve^risve^ timbers or beams secured toj^sternpast of 
a boar also ™ e planking forming the stern of a square-ended boat 2 
* r SVndSw '.tow a do« or other window built on and commonly 
hing^fo 0 : ™* ^%rZ the ^"J,™^^™" W 
pnor arrangement <the manuscript arnved owr ^ '«^> 
tran^on.ic oiso trans-son-ic \tran(th ; ^-n^rw^A^^n^ + 
suwrcontrl (1945) 1 : being or relating to speeds near mat oi souno in 
ai/orXut Similes (Us! kilometer!) ^^^t^S 
to speeds slightly below the speed of sound a twfoch the *V^<* ^ 
nowTarics from subsonic to «"l««» l i\S^^J i ff3? 2?mo£ 
lurfan of a bodv in motion relative to the surrounding air 2 . moy. 
SS ? «pSbk ofl SovinToV utilizing air currents moving at a transonic 
speed 



trans-pa-cil4c \.tran(t)s-p>Vi-fik\ adj U89U 1 a : crossing or ex- 
tendinracross the Pacific Ocean <— airlines) b: reUtmf to or involv- 
ins crossing the Pacific Ocean airfares) 2 a : situated or occur- 
ring beyond the Pacific Ocean b : of. retatmg to. or involving 

countries on both sides of the Pacific Ocean <the -- economy) 

tranvpar^nce \tran(tH. 1 par*»(t)s. . l perA n (1594) : transparency 1 
tTBn^par-eii-cy \*aiiU£\ «. pi ««es (1615) 1 : the quality or stale 
of being transparent 2 : something transparent; esp : a picture (as cm 
film) viewed by light shining through it or by projection 
transparent \-ant\ adj [ME. fr. ML rreiupareiiK transparttis. prp- of 
transparire to show through, fr. L trans- + pam to show oneself] 
(IjJ) | a (|) . having the propeny of transmitting light without 
appreciable scattering so that bodies lying beyond ut seen dearly 

• PELLUCID (2) : allowing the passage of a specified form of radiation 
(as X rays or ultraviolet light) b fine or sheer enough tobe seen 
through : diaphanous 2 a : free from pretense or deceit : FRANRb 

• easily detected or seen through : obvious c : readily understood 
cvn «ee nut trans-par*ent*ly adv — trans*par*ent<aess n 

« -i»ta« (IWS) : co nuke inn*, 
pvent or more nearly iraosparcnt <~ trmanf p«p«r> 

^^oinW 

S^yftic^W 

^LT^\^^^r^ *dj \HLtmnspkuux f r L ^ 
>Sc*re to look through.fr. trans- + xpeeere to look, see — more at SPY] 
(1638): dearly seen through or understood „ ^ „ 

tri^pierce Urandh-VinX « (MF rronipercer. fr. OF. fr. rmns- Ur. U 

4- oercer to pierce] (1592) : to pierce through : PENETRATE 
tr^^To^tran(l)»-P^V»-shan\ n (1551) : the act or process or 
an instance of transpiring: esp : the passage of watery vapor from a 
living body through a membrane or pores — rj^m««pi-ra-tion«ai 

tTwmire \tran(t>4piA vb tran-spircd; tran-spir-ing [MF tma- 
iptrer fr. L trans- + spirart to breathe] ft (1597) : to pass off or give 
passage to (a fluid) through pores or interstices; esp : to excrete (as 
water) in the form of a vapor through a living membrane (as the skin) 
~ i : to give off vaporous material; specif : to give off or exude 
watery vapor esp. from the surfaces of leaves 2 : to pass in the form of 
a vapor from a living body 3 a : to be revealed : come to light b 
: to become known or apparent : develop 4 : to take place : OOOR 

°usaje Sense 4 of transput is the frequent whipping boy of those who 
suppose sense 3 to be the only meaning of the word. Sense 4 appears 
to have developed in the late 18th century; it was well enough known 
to have been used by Abigail Adams in a letter to her husband in 1775 
(there is nothing new transpired since I wrote you last --Abigail 
Adams). Noah Webster recognized the new sense in his dictionary of 
1828. Transpire was evidently a popular word with 19th century jour- 
nalists; sense 4 turns up in such pretentiously worded statements as 
•The police drill will transpire under shelter to-day in consequence of 
ti mo^tTtmosphere prevailing." Around 1870 the ^ began to be 
attacked as a misuse on the grounds of etymology, ana moaern critics 
echo the damnation of 1870. Sense 4 has been in existence for about 
two centuries; it is firmly established as standard; "~cuj*now ^pri- 
marily in serious prose, not the ostentatiously flamboyant prose typi- 

t^tt™^.^^-™ ?4 HSV, (ca. 1929) : passing 
through or occurring by way of the placenta C~ immunization) — 
trans-pla*cen*taJ-ly \-n-C\ ad* , 
itr^lant V.tranfSs-'plantX * [ME ^/^^ t ^^^^ 
tart. fr. L trans- + plantar* to plant] « (1 5c) 1 : to lift and reset (a 
plant) in another soil or situation 2 : to rern^ from one place or 
context and settle or introduce elsewhere : relocate 3 : to transfer 
(an organ or tissue) from one part or individual to another ~ W : to 
adrrS ^ of being transplanted — trans-plant-abH-i-ty yranUH-gplaii- 
. SC-lS-teA n - transplantable \tran(th--plan-ta.bal\ odj - trana- 
pTajvta.tion \.tran(t)s-.plan-*tl-shan\ n — trans-plantar \tran(th- 

str^s-plant \*tran(t)s-,plant\ n (1756) 1 : a person or thing that is 
transplanted 2: the act or process of transplanting 
tra^po-laT \(.hran(t)s-'po-Ur\ adj (1850VT crossing or extending 
across either of the polar regions 

transponder \traMl^pan-dar\ n [transmitter + respon£er] (ca. 
1944) : a radio or radar set that upon receiving a designated signal 
emits a radio signal of its own and that is used esp. for the detection, 

identification, and location of objects . . 

trans.pon.Une \tran(th-'pan-.tm\ adj [trans- + L pant-, ponr bndge — 
more at FIND) (1844) 1 : situated on the farther side of a bndge 2 
Brit : situated on the south side of the Uiames u _ rtf1 . MF 

i trans- port \tran(t)s- , p6n. .*port. trand^X w [ME. fr. MF or L. Mr 
transporter, fr. L troniportore. fr. trans- + porxart to carry — more at 
fa RE Ml 4c) 1: to transfer or convey from one place to another <~ing 
ions across a living membrane) 2 : to carry away with strong and 
often intensely pleasant emotion 3 : to send to ' • 
seas syn see banish — trans-port .abiM-ty \Utran(Us-^-t>*oi-la- 

tT-.por-N n — trans-portable \tran(tK-Wta-bal. -*pdrA adj 

nranVport \Hran(th-!port. -,pdrt\ n (1611) 1 :.an actor process of 
trlnspSning : transfSrtation 2 : strong or intensely pleasurable 
emotion <~5s of joy) 3 a : a ship for carrying soldiers or military 
^iSpment b : a vehicle (as a truck or airplane) used to transport 
persSwor goods c: transportations 4 : a J 
: a mechanism for moving magnetic tape past a recording bead syn 

t£iw£to-rion UranftH-par-Ha-shanV n (1540) 1 : an act, process, 
or instance of transporting or being transported 2 : banishment to a 
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fof camping). MEET suggests ■ just 
PER*suggesis a suitability through 
th custom {proper acknowl edge - 
. or distinctive fitness <an oppropn- 
f mood or tone <• fitting end). AFT 
ly and discrimination <apt quota- 
rtivdy or successfully appropriate 
ms suggests an aptness that is op- 
rota phrase). 

I) 1 • : a sudden violent attack 
marked by convulsions or uncon- 
i but transient attack of a physical 
flurry (as of activity) (cleaned the 
3 : an emotional reaction (as tn 
1 1 show up late) — by fits or by 
t> : in an impulsive and irregular 

fit ten to marshal troops, fr. or akin 
> OHGjfaio skein] w (15c) 1 • 
cwith b archaic : to be seemly or 
provident as fear may teach us — 
• to the shape or size of <it doesn't 
r adjust until correctly in place <~ 
: to make or adjust to the right 
he customer) (3): to measure for 
mething to be worn by (fitted htm 
x or room for : accommodate 3 
<the theory s all the facts) 4 a 
as b : to cause to conform to or 
tried the ship with new engines) — - 
i smooth curve of a specified type) 
iaic : to be seemly, proper, or suit* 
■ shape or size; oho : to be accom- 
D 3 : to be in harmony or accord 
;-ter it 

manner of fitting or being fitted: as 
r b : the degree of closeness be- 

tS C: GOODNESS OF FIT 

, n [ME ftcht. ficheux. fr. MF or 
Sc) 1 : polecat 1 2 : the fur or 



:haractert2ed by fits or paroxysms 
: character : irregular — f it-ful* 

• mean lacking steadiness or regu* 
intermit tence. a succession of suits 
'tlfut sleep). SPASMODIC adds to FIT* 
4ent activity alternating with inac- 
SIVE suggests the breaking of regu- 
cment (convubire shocks). 
ii</l> Brit : furnishing 2. fixture. 

luality or state of being fit 2 : the 
ind transmit its genotype to repro- 
mpeting organisms; also : the con- 
the gene pool of subsequent gener- 
illcles or genotypes 
tt. suitable 2 : shaped for a pre- 
conform to the lines of the body <a 

appropriate to the situation : IUTT* 
O-lfeA adv — fit-tfng-ness n 
ct of one that fits; specif : a trying 
ss of being made or altered 2 : a 
ctrical ~) 

OE flf: akin to OHG ftnf five. L 
see NUMBER table 2 pi : a British 
set or series <the *•* of clubs) 4 
rmbers; esp : a basketball team 5 
'e adj — five pron, pi in constr 
: fact that all articles in such stores 

0 cents] < 1 880) : a retail store that 
ndise (as notions and household 

:) : CINQUEFOIL I 

12c) 1 : having five units or man- 
as many — five-fold V*f6ld\ adv 

1 the same rank plus a wild card in 

i 5-dollar bill 2 Brit : • 5-pound 

1970) : a blend of spices typically 
res, and cinnamon that is used in 

irst class or quality 
'.ftgtre to fasten; akin to Lith dyfti 
1 a : to make firm, stable, or ata- 
final form to: as (I) : to change 
e form (bacteria that **- nitrogen) 
r microscopic study (3) : to make 
I permanent by removing unused 
old or direct steadily <~es his eyes 
attention of (~~ed her with a stare) 
>tablish b : to make an accurate 
Dur location on the chart) c : Al- 
ter : adjust 5 : to get ready : FftE- 
3<~ the clock) b: restore. CURE 
castrate 7 a : to get even with 
u or effect of by improper or illegal 
•* W 1 : to become firm, stable, or 
*ge < we're r-wig to leave soon) 3 



fix • flagrant 441 



• to direct one's attention or efforts : FOCUS: oho : DECIDE. SETTLE — 
'usu. used with on syn see fasten — fix-able \Tik-s>bal\ adj 
*fia n (1809) 1 : a position of difficulty or embarrassment : PtEDtCA- 
' MENT 2 a : the position (as of a ship) determined by bearings, obser- 
vations, or radio; also : a determination of one's position b : an accu- 
rate determination or understanding esp. by observation or analysts 3 
: an act or instance of improper or illegal fixing <the *~ was in) 4 : a 
supply or dose of something strongly desired or craved; esp : a shot of 
a narcotic 5 : FIXATION 6 : something that fixes or restores <a qinck 

fix -ate Vfik-.sat\ vb fis-at-ed; fix-at-fng w (1885) 1 : to make fixed, 
stationary, or unchanging 2 : to focus one's gaze on 3 : to direct 
One libido) toward an infantile form of gratification ~ vi 1 1 : to focus 
or concentrate one's gaze or attention intently or obscssivdy 2 : to 
undergo arrestment at a stage of development 

fis-at-ed adj (1926) : arrested in development or adjustment; esp : ar- 
rested at a pregenital level of psychoscxual development 

flx-a.tion \fik- 1 sa-sh3n\ n (14c) : the act. process, or result of fixing, 
fixating, or becoming fixated: as a : a persistent concentration of 
libidinal energies upon objects characteristic of psychosexual stages Of 
development preceding the genital stage b : stereotyped behavior (as 
in response to frustration) c : an obsessive or unhealthy preoccupa- 
tion or a itachment .„«v t . t 

ftx-a*tive \Yik-s»-tiv\ n (ca. 1859) : something that fixes or sets: as a 

• a substance added to a perfume esp. to prevent too rapid evaporation 
b : a substance used to fix living tissue c : a varnish used esp. for the 

rirotection of drawings (as in pastel or charcoal) — fixative adj 
xed \Tikst\ odj (14c) 1 a : securely placed or fastened : STATIOM- 
aRY b (1): nonvolatile (2): formed into a chemical compound c 
(I) : not subject to change or fluctuation <a **- income) (2) : firmly 
»ri in the mind <a — idea) (3) : having a final or crystallized form or 
character (4) : recurring on the same dale from year to year <~ holi- 
days) d : immobile, concentrated <a *~ stare) 2 : supplied with 
Kwnething (as money) needed (comfortably — ) — fixed-ly vfik-sad- 
le. Yiks-tl€\ adv — f ixed-ness Vfik-sod-nss. Tiks(t)-na$\ n 
fised charge n (ca. 1901) : a regularly recurring expense (as rent, 
taxes, or interest) that must be met when doe 

fixed oil n (ca. 1800) : a nonvolatile oik esp : a fatty oil — compare 

ESSENTIAL OIL ... 

fixed-point adj (1960) : involving or bang a mathematical notation 

(as in a decimal system) in which the point separating whole numbers 

•nd fractions is fixed — compare FLOATINO-POrKT 
fixed star n (1561) : a star so distant that its motion can be measured 

only by very precise observations over long periods 
flx-er \Tik-ssr\ n (1 849) : one that fixes: as a : one who intervenes to 

enable a person to circumvent the law or obtain a politic al fa vor b 

* one who adjusts matters or disputes by negotiation c : *HYVO 
living VsinA n (1605) 1 : the act or process of one that fixes 2 pi 

\ofun -s?nz\ : customary accompaniments : trimmings <s turkey 
dinner with all the— *> . m _ v , ,. . . . _ 

fis-i-ty \fik*s»-tc\ n. pt -ties (1666) 1 : the quality or state of bong 
fixed or stable 2 : something that is fixed 

tO ture \T»ks-char\ n [modif. of LL ftxura. fr. Lftxus) (1598) 1 : the 
•ct or process of fixing : the state of being fixed 2 a : something that 

- n fixed or attached (as to a building) as a permanent appendage or as a 
structural part <a plumbing — ) b : a device for supporting work dur- 
ing machining c : an item of movable property so incorporated tntp 
real property that it may be regarded as legally a part of it 3 : a famil- 
iar or invariably present clement or feature in some particular setting; 
esp : a person long associated with a place or activity 4 : a settled 
date or time esp. for a sporting or festive event; oho i such an event 
op. as a regularly scheduled affair . 

fix up vt (1831) 1 : refurbish <ftx up the attic) 2 : to set nght : set- 
tle (fixed up their dispute) 3 : to provide with something needed or 
wanted; esp: to arrange a date for ^ . 

Hlxz \fiz\ W [prob. of imit. origin] (1685) 1 : to make a hissing or 
inuiiering sound : effervesce 2 : to show excitement or exhilaration 

Mixz n (1842) 1 a : a hissing sound b : spirit, liveliness 2 : an 
effervescent beverage — fizzy \Ti-z£\ adj ' ' 

Mlz-zlc \Yi-zal\ w fiz-zled; fiz-zling \-z(»-)lin\ [prob. alter. of/ur(to 
break wind)] (ca. 1841) 1 : FIZZ 2 : to fail or end feebly esp. after a 
promising start — often used with out 

Hfzzle n (1842) : an abortive effort : FAILURE 

fjord \fc^6rd._ a fey fyordX n [Nj 




fjord 



'hnra\ fr. ON Jjorthr — more at ford] 
(1674) : a narrow inlet of the sea be- 
tween cliffs or steep slopes 
flab \*flab\ n [back-formation U. /lobby] 
(1951) : soft flabby body tissue 
flab-ber-gast \fla-bar-,gast\ vf [origin 
unknown] (1772) : to overwhelm with 
•hock, surprise, or wonder : dumb- 
found syn see surprise — f lab-ber- 
aast-ing-ly V.gas-tin-leA adv 
fUb-by \fla-be\ odj flab-bi-cn -est 
(alter, of floppy) (1697) 1 : lacking 
resilience or firmness : FLACCID 2 
I weak and ineffective : FEEBLE — flab- 
bl-ly \Tla-b».le\ odv — flab-bi-ness 

ti^b^\»te < Xfl^'be-bt. Tla-to-OatN odj [L Jkbellum fan] (1819) 

« i ihaped like a fan . ^ % 

fU-beMi-form \n> , be-l3-J6rm\ odjiim): flarellaTE 

. |lac<id \-j-fla-sad oho 'flak-sadV odj [L /loceidus* fr. floccus nabby] 
1 1620) 1 a : not firm or stiff; also : lacking normal or youthful firm- 
acas <~ muscles) b of a plant part : deficient in turgor 2 : lacking 
vigor or force <~ leadership) — flac-cid-i-ty \na(kVsi-<te-te\ n — 
flac<id.|y\Tla(kVsad-lf\od» 

! Hlack \*flak\ n [origin unknown](1939) : one who provides publicity; 

i «sa: press agent— flack«ery \Tla-k(»-)r€\ii 

' (flack war q/ FLAK 

i *(Uck W (1965) : to provide publicity : engage inpress-agentry 
s fla-con Vfla-kan, -jtan; fla-'ko-N n [F. fr. MF. bottle — more at 
Wagon] ( 1 824) : a small usu. ornamental bottle with a tight cap 



•flag VTlag abo tlig\ n [ME yZogge reed, rush] (14c) : any of ^ 
iponocoiyledonous pla nts with long ensiform leaves: as a ; iris 
: a wild iris b: sweet flag 

flag n. often ottrib (pern. fr. '/lag] (1530) 1 : a usu. rectangular | 
of fabric of distinctive design that is used as a symbol (as of a nation), 
as a signaling device* or as a decoration 2 a : the tail of some dogs 
(as a setter or hound); also : the long hair fringing a dog's tail b : the 
tail of a deer 3 a : something used like a flag to signal or attract 
attention b : one. of the cross strokes of a musical note less than a 
quarter note in value 4 : something represented by a flag: as a 
: flagship b : an admiral functioning in his office of comm and ^ c 
: nationality: esp : the nationality of registration of a ship or aircraft 

flag n flagged; flag-ging (1856) 1 $ to signal with or as if with a 
flag; esp : to signal to stop (flagged the train) — often used with down 
2 : to put a flag on (as for identification) 3 1 to call a penalty on : K» 
NAUZE <a lineman flagged for being offside) 

•flag ri flagged; flag*ging [prob. fr. Vteg] (1345) 1 : to hang loose 
without stiffness 2 a : to become unsteady* feeble, or spiritless b 
: to decline in interest or attraction .... 

»f1a 8 n [ME flagge turf. fr. ON fUtga slab; akin to OE /Wi chip] (1604) 
: a hard evenly stratified stone that splits into flat pieces suitable for 
paving: oho : a piece of such stone 

•flag n flagged; flag.ging (1615) : to lay (as a pavement) with flags 
flag day n (1894) 1 cop FdX> : June 14 observed in various states m 
commemoration of the adoption in 1777 of the official VS. flag 2 BHt 
: a day on which charitable contributions are solicited in ex c h a n ge for 
small flags . 
fla.geMant \nu-j>-lant. fla-'je-lantX n (ca. 1587) 1 : a person who 
scourges himself as a public penance 2 : a person who responds sou- 
ally to being beaten by or to beating another person — flagellant any 
— fla*gel*lant*ism Vlan-.ti-zamN n 

fla-gel-Lax Vfla-'je-br, fla- < p4ar\ odj (ca. 1169) i of or relating, to a 
flagcllum a _ 

'flag-eMate XfU-j^-JitV vf -lat-ed; -lat-lng [L flagellatus. pp. of /av 
c* Mart fr. flagellunx dhn. of Jlagntm whip; perh. akin to ON btako to 
wave) (ca. 1623) 1 : wmr. scouros 2 : to drive or punish as if by 

fTa'gei-late \TU-p-l*. ^Ikt; fla-'je-latX odj (NL flagtllatux U,flate\- 
/urn] (ca. 1859) 1 a or flag-eMat-ed Xfla-js-Ja-tadX : having flagcUa 
b : shaped like a fiagellum 2 Vflagethttl : of. relating to. or caused 
by flagellates diarrhea) . 

flagellate \same as A n [NL Flagetlata. class of unicellular organisms, 
f r. neut. pi. of flagellatus) ( 1 879) : a flagellate protozoan or alga 

flag-eMa*tlon \Jla.j>1a-sh»n\ n (15c) : the act or practice of flagellat- 
ing; esp : the practice of a flagellant 

fU.gel-lin Vfla-'je-lanV n Iflagcthxm + Wnl(l955) i a polymenc proton 
that is the chief constituent of bacterial flagdla and is responsible for 
the specificity of their flagcllai -antigens 

fla-gel-lum Xflo-'je-lamX n. pt -1* Vto\ oho -lunw (NU fr. L. whip, 
shoot of a plant] (1852) : any of various elongated filiform appendages 
of plants or animals: as a : the slender distal part of an antenna a : a 
long tapering process that projects singly or in groups from a cell and 
is the primary organ of motion of many microorganisms 

if la-geo-Iet Ula-ja-let. n [F. fr. OF flojoUL fr. Jlojol flute, Ir. <aa- 
surned) VL flabeolunx fr. L flare to blow — more at RLOw] (1659) t • 
small tipple flute resembling the treble recorder ■ 

flageolet n [F. dim. of flageolle kidney bean, modif. of lt/ogiola fr. L 

fhaseolus — more at FftuOLC) (1877) : a green kidney bean used m 
'rench cuisine . ... 

flag football n (1954) : a variation of football in which a player must 
remove a flag attached to the ballcarrier's clothing to stop the play 
flag-ging \ffa-gin, oho TlaA odj (1545) 1 : languid, wea* 2 : be- 

i I_« . nwnunt tkj^l flas^lInaJv ^-*]Q^c\ Off V 

, agtoosu* fr. 
i crime or vice 

.._ w n 

flag-man \Tlag-man\ n ( 1 832) : a person who signals with a flag 
flag of convenience (1956) : registry of a merchant ship under a for- 
eign flag in order to profit from less restrictive regulations 
flag officer n [fr. his being entitled to display a flag with one or more 
stars indicating his rank] (1665) : any of the officers in the navy or 
coast guard above captain — compare OENERAL OFFICER 
flag of truce ( 1 627) : a white flag carried or displayed to an enemy as 




an invitation to conference or parley 
flag-on \fla-gan\ n [ME, fr. MF Jtascon. 



, ■ more at flask] (15c) 

vessel (as for wine) with tiai 



flacon bottle, fr. IX Aucoas . 

1 a : a large usu. metal or pottery 

indie and spout and often a tad b : a large 



bulging short-necked bottle 2 : the contents of a flagon 
flag-pole \1tag-,p61\ n ( 1 884) : a pole on which to raise a flag 
f la-grancc \fla-gran(t)s oho tla-\ n (ca. 1615) : FLAORANCY 
fla-gran-cy \*na*gran(t)-ac oho *fla-\ n (1599) i the quality or state of 
being flagrant 

flag rank n (1894) : the rank of a flag officer 

f la-grant \fU-gr»nt also fla-\ adj f L flagrant-, flagranx prp. cnflagrare 
to burn — more at black] (1513) 1 orchok : fiery not : auRNlNO 2 
: conspicuously offensive <~ errors); esp t so obviously i n co n si s t en t 
with what is right or proper as to appear to be a flouting of law or mo- 
rality <~ violations of human rights) — fla-grant-ly oa»i 
syn flagrant, glaring, gross, rank mean conspicuously bad or 
objectionable, flagrant applies usu. to offenses or errors so bad that 
they can neither escape notice nor be condoned (flagrant abuse of the 
office of president), glaring implies painful or damaging obtrusive* 
ness of something that is conspicuously wrong, faulty, or improper 
(glaring errors). GROSS implies the exceeding of reasonable or excus- 
able limits <grtm carelessness). Rank applies to what ta openly and 
extremely objectionable and utterly condemned <roJia heresy). 

\a\abal V\ kitten. F table \ar\ farther \a\asb \I\ace \l\mep, mar 
\au\oat \ch\cain \e\ bet \e\casy VgNgo \i\htt MNIcc \j\Job 
\Q\siag\6\go \6\hnr Voi\ boy \th\tktn MbNthc NuAloot \u\laat 
\y\yet \xh\ vision U, t *. as, S. ut, V, ^ set Guide to V i -* 4 — 
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transition element n.fcny of the metallic elements! torn , have 
an incomplete inner electron shell and that serve as 
links between the most and the least dectroposiUve in a seriesof 
elementi. They are characterized by multiple valences, colored 
compounds, and the ability to form stable complex ion* 

tronsition metal n. A transition element 

transition region n. A rone in a seed plant wh^ the vas- 
cular tissue ol the root changes into the vascular tissue of the 
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tran-si-tive (trtn'si-tiv, -zH adj. l. Abbr. 
Grammar. Expressing an action that is carried irom the subject to 
the object; requiring a direct object to completeineaning. Used* 
a verb or vert, ^miction. 2. Characterized by or involving 
transition, -tronslthre n. Abbr. U tr. front- Gramm^A 
transitive verb. [Lite Latin transitivus, passing ^>^*™* y 
i^Tpast participle of trdntfrt, to go over. See ™NSlOTj 
-^aSui-Sv-ly adt>. -tronUl-tiv-n*.., tron'si-trWl-ty n. 
transit lounge n. A waiting room in an airport used typically 

by international travelers on layovers. "-- .'' 
tran-si'tOTY (trtn'rf-tcr'e. -tor'e, trtn'zl-) ^*P°*?ff5 
Siting only a short time; short-lived or temporary : d^rder 
ofhSrii/e.- the succession of cities, of transitory loves (Carson 
&ers). See Synonyms at tron.Wnt W*f*£&*™£ 
torn, from Old French tronritotre, from Late Latin tramitorins, 
from Latin, having a passageway, from trinsitia passage. See 
Trahstt-J -tran'sMoM-ry adv. -tranUi.to'ri.nett 
Trans-ior-dan (trans'j6r'dn. tranz'-)> See Jordon. 

-Trons'iofdo'nl-on (-j6r-da'ne-an) adj. An. 
Trons-kei (trtns-ka'. -kf). An internally self-governing Black 
African homeland in southeast South Africa on the ^*™<**an 
coast It was designated a semiautonomous territory in 1963 hmd 
Ranted nominal independence in 1976. UmtaU is the c.pitat 
Population, 2.400.000. -Trans -M* on ad}. A n. 
transl. aD*; 1. Translated. X Translation.' 
trans *lote (trtns-lat'. trtnz-. trtns'ltt', trtnzN) v. *»t-c4, 
-lot-ing, .late* -sr. 1. To render in another language. %e.To 
put into simpler terms; explain or interpret. b. To express* 
different words; paraphrase, a. a. To change ^ 
function, or stale to another, convert or transform: 
into reality, b. To express in another medium., 4. To trawler 
from one place or condition to another.. 3. To forward or reteans- 
m?t (a telegraphic message). 6. a. EceZeriasticcl To .transte (• 
bishop) to another see. b. JTieoIooy. To convey to heaven without 
death! 7. Physics. To subject (a body) to translation. 8. Bwiogy. 
To subject (messenger RNA) to translation. 9. Archmc. To en- 
rapture, -intr. I.e. To make a translation. ^b. To 
translator. 2. To admit of translation. X To ^ 
transformed in effect Often used with nUo or to: 'Today * tow 
inflation and steady growth in household m f°™ 
mors purchasing power" (Thomas G. Exter). (Middle English 
^^en^Old^ch troaslater. from Latin tr*nsU£*. 
past participle of trdns/erre, to transfer : rrdns-. 1 ^ +™»> m 
brought; see tele- in Appendix.] -tron*.lot'a.bij'|.ty, trans. 
loi'a-ble*n«M n. — tranflat'a-ble adj. 
trans-la*tion (trans-la 'shan, trtnz-) n. Abbr. tr.. trot**, 
transL l.o. The act or process of translating, especially _from one 
Hn^uage into another, b. The staU of being transUtedJL A 
trSed' version of a text 2. Physics, Motion of * bodyta 
which every point of the body moves parallel to and the same 
d^ceTevVy other point of the body; nor^oUUonal o^a^ 
ment 4. Biology. The process by which messenger RNA directs 
the amino acid sequence of a growing polypeptide during protein 
synthesis, -trans • la 'tlon i^eJ adj. 
trans-la-tor (trtns"-la'ttr t tram-. trtns'la'tar, UanzM-n. 
Abbr tr„ trcn*. 1. One that translates, especially one employed 
to render written works into another language. 2. An interpreter, 
-trans'la-to'rl-d (-la-tor 'e-al. -tor'-) adj. 
trans*Iit-er«cte (trans-Ut * a-rtt', trfinz-) tr.*. -at-ed, -ot* 
inaV-otes. To represent (letters or words) in the corresponding 
chtactrtof anotheT alphabet [tbans- ♦ Latin /itiero, tttero, 
letters -AW 1 .] -trons-IH'er.a'tkm n. 
trans -lo-COte (trtns-lo'kat', trtnz-) rr.t>. -eot-ed, ^ot-mg, 
.cotes. 1. To cause to change from one place or position to an- 
other; displace. 2. To transfer (a chromosomal segment) to a new 
position; cause to undergo translocation. . 
trans * 1o * CO *tion (trtns'lo-ka'shan, tram'-) n. 1. A change 
of location. 2. Genetics, a. A transfer of a chromosomal seg- 
ment to a hew position, especially on a nonhomologous chromo- 
some! b, A chromosomal segment that is translocated. 
trans*lu*cent (trtns-loo'sant trtnz-) adj. 1. Transmitting 
. light but causing sufficient diffusion to prevent Pf^ on .?^ 
Unci images. 2. dear, lucid. [Latin ^J* 1 ^^"^ 
present participle of trawlucere, to shine ^S*^^; J™^ 
+ ttcere, to shine; see leak- in Appendix.) -trohs-lu'cenc*, 
trons-lu'cen*cy n. - trans -lu' cent -ry ado. 
trans-lu*nar (transMdVnar, trtnz/-. a*ns-166'-. trtnx-)adj ; 

Extending beyond the moon or the moon's orbit around Earth. 
trans-ma-rine (trans'ma-rtn^. trtnz'-) adj. 1. t P™* s %£ 
sea. 2. Beyond or coming from across the sea. (Latin rrdnrmorf- 
nits ■ trdiu-. trans- + marinus, of the sea; see MARDCE.] 
trans* mem *brane (trtns-mem 'brtn. trtnz-) adj. Passing or 

occurring across a membrane, 
trons-mi-gront (trans-mi' grant, trtnz-) n. I. One that 
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transmigrates. 2. One In transit through t country on the way to 
the country in which one intends to settle, 
trans -mi -grata (trans-ml'grtt', trtnz-) mrr.c. -« ra, ^J» 
-aral'inc^-firataz. 1. To migrate. 2. To pass into another body 
after death. Used of the souL [Latin transmigrate, trtnsmigr**^ 
trans-, trans- ♦ mtffrtre, to migrate; see ™J^1~™* 
mPgro'tor n. - trans -mMgra -to' ry (-ml'gra-tor'e. -toff) 

tronf-mi-gra-Hon (trans 'mi-^'shan, trtnx^) -J. ^ 
act or process of transmigrating. 2, The • *^ ^ 

another body after desth; reincarnation- -trans'mi-Qra'tl«#l» 

tra^mis-ti-bU (trtns-mls^a-bal. trtnz-) adj. That :cn ^ba 
transmitted: transmissibie mexsages; transmissible sipneU. 
— trons-mU'sl-bilM-ty n. ' " - - 

trans- miS 'Sion (trans-mlsh'an, trtnz-) n. ^ J^J^ 1 * 
process ol transmitting, b. The fact of being ^r^tud.1. 
Something, such as a message, that is J«^"e^ * 'J^JSm 
rnotivTISembly of gears and associated PfH^^EoX? 
transmitted from the engine to a ^^^^^^anTa 
4. The sending of a signal, picture, or <^^°™^ ^asi 
transmitter. [Latin transmission transmission-. • ending acres*, 
fron^Stumasus, past participle of transmitter* to transmit See 
T^ANsmr.J - trans • mU ' slve (-mlsMv) aa;. 
trons.mis-som.e-tar <^.'^^^^^^ 
device used to measure transmission of light thro^a medium. 
(tkansjcss(ion) + -mehou] -trans»mls.aotn?e-try n. _^ \ 
trans «mH (trtns-mltf. trtnz-) v. -rnh-tad, -mH-tina, 
-tr 1. To send from one person, thing, or place to another 
convey kee Synonyms at sand'. X To cause to ™ 
Sat an ideation. 2. To impart or convey to o^by ha- 
redity or inheritance; hand down.. 4. To pass along 
formation); communicate. 5. a. Electronics To send (a «8^>J 
by wire or radio, b. Phyrics. To cause a ^stuA ar^ to^pr^ 
gate thxou^ a medium 6. To convey (force or energy) ^omjM 
Srt ^rnechanism to another, -tntr. To send jmt a nfnti 
(Middle English transmitten, from Latin trAnsmittere . vrvnw* 
irans- + mittere. to send.1 - trans- mh' to- bl. adj. 
trans-mH-tal (trtns-mlt'l. trtnz-) n. The act or proceai 

transmitting; a transmission. . 
trans -mrt-tanca (trins-mlt^ns. trtnz-) n. l v A t J^™™2a|: 
2. Physics. The ratio oi the radiant energy transmitted to the totel : 
radiant energy incident on a given body. _X X 

trans- mit-ter (trtns-mlt far. trtnz-) n. J;^^ mt J I Y?Sl2 
o transmitter of disease; a transmitter o/ tall tales. 2. a. An«JI» 
tronic device that generates and amplifies t,^*^^**"*} 
lates it with a meaningful signal derived from speech or MM; 
sources, and radiates the resulting signal from an antenna. 
The portion of a telephone that converts the incid ent sound s 
electrical impulses that are conveyed to a remote receiver, c * . 
telegraphic sending instrument . - ^ 4 

trans • mit • ter-re • coiv -er (trans-mit^r-n-ee»var t trtnyj i 
n. An electronic device that both transmits and receives cams** 
nicatians signals. 

trans • mog • ri • fy (trins-mog/ra-fl' . trtnz-) J^\^^i 
(-fid'). -*y*«Q, -6e« (-fix')- To change into a different shap. m* 
c^'espXiaiSr one that is fantastic or bizarre ^ Sync*y« £ j 
convert. (Origin unknown.) -trcna mog'ri fi-co'tloci (-O-J 
kl'shan) n. . * 

trans man-tana (trans-mon'tan'. ^^^^ 
trtnz'-) adj. Tramontane [Latin trtntmcntontis. See TBAMOINt 

trtnz-) adj. Existing or extending beyond the physical wanev^j 
trans*mu-ta-tion (trtM'mydb-U'shan, trtnx'-) 
act or an instance of transmuting; transformation, b. The watttf j 
being transmuted. 2. Physics. Transformation of ^ 
into another by one or a series of nudear reactions. 
posed conversion of base metals into gold or jj^^: 
-trara'mw.ta'tlon.ol, trans inut'a.tlva (-mydb't»-«>r) •Jfc 
trans -muta (tttns-mydbt'. trtnz>) c. -mut*ao% Hnut*Hn>^ 



posea converaon oi ***** •™ , — ^ . 

-trans'mw-ta'tlon-ol, trans inut'a«trv« (-mydb't»-«>r) < 
(trtns-mydW. trtnz>) v. -mut*ao% Hiiufl 
wnutttf. —rr. To change from one form, nature, siibstanovirj 
state into another, transform: -the tendency to trcnr»r^ «*Jf | 
has become customary into what has been divinely °rda*n#«^ 
(Suzanne LaFollette). See Synonyms at convert, -mtr. Tom^ 
dergo transmuuticn. [Middle English tnmsmttten, fctioUSj^ 
trfSmutdre : trans-, trans- + mfitdre, to change; seej m+* m 

Appendix.1 -^~*^'«- ba ' l "^^~T^'°^'7211^ 
--trans*ffnut'a*bla adj. -trons-mvt'a.bry adr. 

tranS-na*tlon*al (trans-nlsh'a-nal. trtnz-) adj. Re *23i 
beyond or transcending national boundaries: -ths J^^^^ 
ramifications of terror nttworks m (Emanuel Utvinoff)- 2. ReitU 
ing to or involving several nations or naUonahties: trcnr Jfioeoj^ 
or po nizctions. 

trans*0-ce*an*ic (trtns '6-she-ftn Ok, trtnz'-) aaj. 1. SttJJ- : 
ated beyond or on the other side of the ocean. 2. Spanninf 
crossing the ocean. 

tron*som (trtn'sam) n. l.o. A horizontal f^fP 1 ^ j 
door or between a door and a window above it b. A ^ small htnpsj . 
window above a o^ or another window X A ^^^^fJSK 
in* bar of wood or stone in a window. 2. A Kn tot 4. ™f55u 
a/Any of several transverse beams affixed to the ^1**** 
wooden ship end forming part of the stem, b. The atter«aaV: 



